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OPERATION SEA LORDS SUMMARY

At a time when the NVA is trying to force Navy wnits off the inter-

LI N

diction barriers, SEA LORDS forces during November increased the inter-
diction density on the barriers along the Cambodian border. In response

to intelligence reports placing the forward element of the NVA First Di- -
vision in Northwestern Kien Tumng Province and additional reports indi-
cating the transit of sizeable VC/NVA units into the "Crow's Nest" area

PR R AN I

of Cambodia situated Just to the north of Moc Hoa and the Vam Co Tay

B,

River (area bounded by WI 960 000, XS 010 985, XT 010 050, and WI 960

050), reinforcemsnt of the barriers-was carried out in order to disrupt

enery infiltration south across ths Plain of Reeds into Dinh Tumg Pro-
vince, or should he choose to move west inside Cambodia, to oppose his {
eventual attempts to infiltrate into the "Seven Momntains® area or the :

Ainkd unsaebraehrie 2utic o

U-Minh Forest. . ' i

The friendly build up of forces was augmented by sailing the USS
BENEWAH (APB-35) on 12 November to a new station in the vicinity of An

JRRRpr -

Long (debarking CTG 194.7 at Dong Tam enroute) to provids support for -
the already greatly expanded Tran Hung Dao/Barrier Reef operations, by s
relocating RAD 152 RAC that vere previously assigned to the Vam Co River AN

e

area to An Leng for operaticns in Barrier Reef West, and by having Giant

Slingshot units located at Moc Hoa conduct operatins (WBGP's) along the

NOEASf £ S0 2 UMY
.

upper Vam Co Tay, the Rach Lang Knot, the Rach Cai Rang, and the Rach

kOt

Bong Sung to determine the prasence and movement of enemy forces in these .
areas while reinforcing the WBGP's with units based at-Tuyen Nhan as -
required. )

.
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SINFIDENTIAL

During the mnth of November, corbined SEA LORDS forces operating in
the Border Interdiction, Giant Slingshot, Search Turn, Ready Deck, and
Breezy Cove campaigns accounted for a total of 254 enemy killed (by body
count) and 22 captured. Friendly casualties for these campaigns amounted
to 16 killed and 104 wounded. A’brealdmmofllSNandWNékALORDSsta-
tistics for Novenber and statistical totals computed since the start of
operatims are located at the end of this sectim.
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At the end of Novenber, the Giant Slingshot Caxpaign hed 135 river craft
and four Seawolves assigned. The river craft weres 68 PER's, 28 RAC, 33 VNN
craft, two MSM's, and four Boston Whalers. Besides perfcrming escort duty,
; troop 1ifts, blocking and support xissions, Glant Slingshot units set up an .
average of 27 e and two bogt WBGP!'s daily during the mmnth.

IR A Nene S We P wAAMNASES b aeweg *

’ On 13 November, by drawing dom cn Giant Slingshot assets, the Can Gi-
‘ ouc Interdiction mit was formed - LT Scarborough, UV, asswxing CTU 154.9.8
1 on board the USS SPHINX (ARL-24). The RAC element, CTB 194.9.8.2 { also IT
Scarborough), is tasked with providing RAC 1ift for FWMAF troops in the Can
Giouc District vacated the previous day by the BRIEWAH and RAD 152,

PR, TN A R et sy

S
:::: E In the afternom m 2 November, Patrol Officar RNC Oage was conducting

routine waterborne traffic checks in the vicinity of Hisp Hoas with 2 FBR's

AR

p A

when a local Vietnamess volunisered to takes ths PBii's to an enex=y weapns

g b D e
. .
o 1, . .
.
.
2 ralada

T
)

location (XT 428 059). Upon arrival thare, two MX18 Clzymores were found }

) aimed at the river and positioned to inflict dasege and persamel carualties D
l to passing river craft. This incident in which valuable information wes - ,.~£
, f passed directly to PBR's is indicative of ths guccess of the local psyops ' t;L_-i:::;
; effort. ‘,,
3 A few days latar an 6§ Novezber, ATC-35 wdar Patrol Officer EM! Lostiha . ,..,:
3 was in night WEGP- ten niles northwest of Go Dau Ea (XT 250 350) when a sam- ) '
E pan with six persounnel was spotted croseing the Vaa Co Dang River. The sam- .
] pan was taken under firs, and with the help of artillery 1llumination and a

Black Peny strike, three TC were killed and three more probebly killed.
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Thirty-six hours later, local civilians directed two U. S. Navy units to
a VC body floating in the brush. The body had three clips of AK-L7 amess-
nition attached and is believed to have coms from the sampan ATC-35 took

- wnder firs earlier.

. To ths north of Go Dau Ha at a point on the Vam Co Dong River directly
south of Tay Ninh City (XT 225 k30), 500 meters down river from the ATSB low
cated at Bea Keo, a VNN yyp¢¢ hit a mine o1 7 November and sank in 15 feet of
water. Two VNN were killed and three were woumnded. In a reaction that was
s precautimiary measure, CTU 194.9.3 had all mits stend clear of the an-
mis while heavy assets conducted a chain drag sweep mm both sides of the

base camp.

To the south in Long An Province, a joint/combined WiGP was established

on the night of 12 November five miles southwest of Ben Luec (XS 662 683).
Just after nightfall, two VC were sesen moving toward the two RATD 70 ATC's,
and they were taken wnder fire. The U; S. Army troops were extracted to
allow en U'I‘—TO strike and reinserted following the strike at which time
they discavered two VC bodies and a B-lO rocket. Snipers aboard the boats
sighted four more VC and took them under fire probably killing a1l four.
There were no friendly casualties.

Five miles to the southeast of the previons incident, three ATC's and
. 2 ASPB's were proceeding up the Xom Bo Canal (XS 735 650) with troops em-
barked an 1 November when they sighted movement cn the banks. The troops
(A/6/31st) were inserted, and four VC were seen ruming south. (ne grenade

thrown by a VC detcnated againat the side of T-29, and a second detonated

near tha troops seriocusly wounding ome soldier. in LHFT put in a strike
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followed by artillery and TACAIR. In the actimn, thres VC were killed,

iy BT B
.

g

and one bunker was destroysd.

Also in the same vicinity, an 19 November, the national police de-
tained a 17 year old mals who revealcd knowledge of the wheresbouts of
three caches. The detaines was willing to lead troops to the area soa -
reconnaissance platoon from the U, S.” 5/60th Infantry Battalion was em-

T A e mvee SRR N RN S S,
T

barked aboard two ASPB's of RAID 71 which inserted them at a point on
the Vam Co Dong River 7 milen southeast of Ben Luc (IS 662 863). Dur-
ing the rweep that followed, four caches were found containing: 150
oboby traps, 130 Chicom grenades, 25 pounds of Chicom plastique, ten '
pounds of docunoits, three boxes of tos-poppers (bocby trapped with a K { b
122mm rocket),and one starlight scope. . R

The next day, 4O CIDG troops and two U, S. Army advisors ware inserted
by Navy wnits four miles esst of Tuyen Nhon (XS 348 805) 2t a position given

by a Hol Chanh. There a cache was found which cantained the following items: Lo
20 Springfisld rifles (U.S.), 16 carbines (Chicom), two eniper rifles with C
scopes (Soviet), 9,000 msters of electrical wire, five mines, 60 grenades,

2,000 ramds of AK-}7 ammmition, ane B-LO round, ame box of fuszes, and
two scopes for a Soviet rifle.

The 218t of November made the third day in a row that a cache was wn-
covered. A Douchs raat, opsrating in company with a VNH ATC of RAID 70, -
washed up & cachs cn the sast bank of the Vam Co Dong five miles northwsst
of Tra Cu (XT 462 Ol4). Buried under a large mound in metal containers,
the cache consisted of: 2,840 AK rounds, 1,890 12.7m rounds, 15 82mm mortar
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fuzes, 720 7.62m rounds (long). A1l mmitions were in excellent candition

g B MR R AR S A I IS0 S A SO e
R R T Y TR a oy e s Wy, .4‘,,,4'-9 e ?LtA wen A

with the exceptim of the 7.62mm rounds.

At the same time that the cache discoveries were being made along the
Vam Co Dong, Vam Co Tay forces were also busy. Four PBR's in WEGP on the
night of 20 Novenber sighted eight swimmers with packs crossing the river
from south to norta six miles northwest of Moc Hoa (WS 956 97k) and com-
menced fire vhen swimmers were in midstream. A platoon of CIDG were in-
serted on the north bank and swept the area with negaiive results, Four
bodies which had smk were found when the river was searched. Their packs
contained 27 AK-L7 magazines, 8 carbine mrgazines, a small amount of doc-
uments, and 47,500 piasters.

Three days law.~, VNN PBR's of RFG-53 were on routins patrol o the
night of 23 Noverbar when they cbserved 8-10 persans using a starlight

The area
was takea under firs and direct hits were cbserved. The VNN PSR's wede

scope a the beach seven miles northwest of Tan An (xs 437 763).

nuntercus firing rons and received 1ight small arms fire. Seawolves ware
called and put in & strike. Results of the action were five VC killed and
3-5 probably killed. Thers were no friendly casualties.

On the last dsy of the month, LT Joknsm, Flight Cormander, end LTX

Hall, Wing Pilot, were scrambled in support of Leng An RF/PF troops in

cantact seven miles southeast of Tan An (XIS 621 571). The Ssawolves

placed miltiple ro.c‘mr, ard rachine gm strikes into the area and were
credited with killing five Ve,
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Border Interdiction Campaign

araa vt o

Border Interdiction forces were increased again in November and at the
end of the month consisted of 61 PBR's (10 VNN), 22 junks, 8 PCF's (L VNN),
sh RAC, S0 KSB's, 6 MSR's, 6 MSD's, 2 refuelers, 5 whalers, and 6 Seawolves.

This continued i)uildup of friendly forces has enabled the operations in the
Border Interdiction Campaign to be greatly expanded. Tran Hung Dao units
averaged a total of 68 WBGP's nightly during Novenber with Barrier Reef forces

averaging 19.

This expansion of operations, along with new tactics such as single boat
WBGP's, US and VN marmed NGD sites, TPS-25, SLAR, OV-10/UH-1B coordinuted air
coverage, and Kenner Ski Barge operations (which commenced on 8 November), has
significantly effected enemy opsratimns. Faced with heavy losses suffered in
border crossing attempts and a backlog of svpplies in Carbodia at a time when
they are needed in the south for the Winter-Spring Campaign, the enemy has in-
creased his agressiveness against the interdicting wnits along the Vinh Te Ca-
nal. During Noverber, the heaviest enemy initiated fire fights sver reccmded
in that area took place lending credence to the statement msde in last momth's

surmary that the enemy prefers attempting to breach the Tran Hung Dao barrier
rather than effect the extensive conmo-liaison reorganizatica that would be :

required if he were forced to make end runs through the coastal waters of north-

west Kien Giang Province or down the Bassac/Mekong River Corridor.
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In the first significant incident of the month which occurred an 2 Novenber,
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a RAD 132 ATC (T-10) was in WBGP on the north bank cf the Vinh Te Canal 17 miles

»
LATRY IS

'
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'

northeast of Ha Tien (VS 72k 616) when two sampans were sighted about 200 yards
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up the canal m the south bank (VS 725 61L). (ne of the sampans had five

et L E $64 PO M NRI BN B S 27 gy R

persons embarked and was proceeding across the canal as both sampans were
% taken under fire with small arms and LOmn grenades by T-10 which scored
several direct hits. Friendly fire was augmented by LIDB troops in guard ’
post positicas still further up the canal (VS 730 613). Later the LIDB's - G
were transported across the river to the contact site for a sweep of the :;
i f:-‘ area. In all, six sampans, two AX-50's, one X-54 pistol, five web belts ‘ :
E *‘ ' with grenades and ammmnition, ten magazines, 25 rounds of AX ammmition, E:-:-l
: h and some documents, clothing and personal gear were captured. Four VC B
; ~ were killed and two wounded in the action while there were no xriendly . )
’ H
The same day, a RIVDIV 515 PBR was enroute to a WBGP position having i e
- 4 Just left Yi4-21 when an explosion occurred on board wounding two USH i E‘:;
3 : crewmen ( ane serious, one minor) and doing sericus hull damsge to the 5 :J::—:‘
PBR. Investigalion of the craft established the possibility of sabo- : £y
i i tage, and irdications were that some unidentifiable charge (possibly a
3 ccussion grenade) had been installed in a gallm cooking oil can sete 5 ;
3 ting oo the deck in the carswain's flat. An imnediate inspectien of all :
K other boats was conducted with negative results. T
- @ the Lth of Noverber, a MINDIV 113 ISR, whils patrolling an the Ten -. oo
EJ Chau/Chau Doc Canal, was ambushed and received recoiless rifle, small arms, . i ",_‘
1 ‘ and sutonatic weapons fire from both banks (VS 200 962). A direct hit by ' ::j
; % a recoiless rifle romnd was sustained forward an the port side ane foot a- : :
- 4 bove the waterline. spraying shrammel throughout the boat wounding five USK. ,
: 3 Five additicnsl recolless rifle or B-LO rounds detonated nearby as fire was ' g i
. : 10 . CORFIDEATIML @ i3
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being returned by the MSR which by now had lost steering control and the

port engine in the kill zone. Five additional B-1i0's struck the boat an

the 1ifeline stanchios aft, and automatic weapons fire put approximately
* 10 holes in the craft. Seawolves from HAL 3, Det 9 and Det 5 were called

Vi maeirdave o TM s St A A e Vs e

in to provide illumination, cover, and medevac. They conducted a visual
recannaissance and made no sightings and were unable to medevac the wound-
g ed because the MSR was drifting. PBR's on Mekong patrol which had beem
diverted to assist conducted the medevac while a PCF towed the MSR to YREM-
20 at Chou Doc seven miles avay. IEnemy casualties in the engagement are

1
E iminown.
3
2

The following day cn 5 Novenber the enemy accomplished snother suc-
cessful ambush, tivis time against a RAD 132 ATC (T-16) as it was enroute
£0 WEGP wn the Vinh Te Canal 16 miles northeast of Ha Tien (VS 630 635).
Coming under heavy rocket and sutomatic wespns fire, the ATC.received

e

three rocket hits an the starbosrd sida causing miner hull damage but
Kd1ing one USN bos'nmate. Seawolves and Black Ponies an patrol were di-

verted along with other boats in the area; all made firing rwms and - ;
received heavy retwn fire. The Black Pany sighted two sampans 200 me- b:
ters north of the canal (vic VS 637 637) and destroyed them. Other onsmy 3

casualties ars uninom.

i Sl sot T

] In response to a request by Commsnder RAD 132, troops from the VN

"J LIDB Camp, Vinh Gia, conducted an intensive sweep of a section of the

.l.'.".‘

. northbank of the Vinh Te Canal aa 8 Novembar. During thes swesp, the

. troops located 35'40 kilo minea"between G/L VS Q45 and ¥S 765. These amd

.
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nine other contact mines were found and -destroyed; <fLorty were in car-
; tns, and four were resdy to fire and iasplanted at VS &2 63h. Three
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loaded B-LO command.detanated rocket iaunchers were alse captured in the

sane area.

’

In.the evening of 9 November, four RAD 132 units were proceeding west
on the Vinh Te Canal to assist RIVDIV 532 units in contact 12 miles north-
east cf Ha Tien (VS 615 635). While still “hree miles to the east of the
PBR's, RAD 132 units came under intense B-LO and semi-sutomatic weapmns
fire (VS €42 63L). Fire was immediately returned by the boats, Seawolves
were scrambled snd placed strikes, and a Black Pony patrol was also direct-
ed to place strikes in the area. In the meantims, cne of the ATC's (T-23)
proceeded to a rendezvous with RIVDIV pRR1s and coordinated the medevas of
two wounded RIVDIV men by Seawolves. About an hour after they were ame
bushed, RAD 132 units opened fire cn VC movement a mile to the west (VS
630 635) and called in a Black Payy airstrike. Total enemy casualties
were at first believed to be thres VC probebly killed, but a later re-
port by NILO Ha Tien attributed 8 VC killed and 17 VC wounded to the RAD
craft.

The following night, seven miles east of the preceding incident (VS
745 615), a RIVDIV 535 FBR with LiDB troops assigned for boat defense #nd
engaged a VC elemert of unknown size. PER personnel sighted one sampan on
the north bank and initiated fire. Later a Black Pony placed a strike in
the contact area. Two enery were killed and three B-LO rocksts were captured
during the actim in which thsre ware no friendly casualties.

On 12 Noverber, three XIC's and & mnitor in a colum formation were ame
bushed with heavy rocket snd automztic weapms fire from ths north bank of the

" GORFIDENTIAL
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Vinh Te Canal 17 miles northeast of Ha Tien (VS 660 633). The initisl !
volleys of B-LO fire vere directed at the last unit in the colum with

subsequent RFG's hitting all the units. T-23 took two rocket hits with

shrapnel penetrating into the engine room causing a port engine casualty, f

T-2k received me rocket hit which damaged the armor but did not penetrate

TN

the hull; M-6 had one rocket penetrate the starboard side spproximately

T
.

three and one half feet above the waterline causing minor damage to elec-

L S

trical cables and two rockets penetrate the starboard auxillary fuel tank.
And, T-15 was hit by three rockets, two of which detonated in the well

_".,‘.‘m-‘. MO
-y
3

deck and the othier of which penetrated the starboard styrofoam. Water-
:

borne units retwned fire, and Black Ponies and Seawolves placed strikes

in the area with unknown results. Friendly casualties were ane CIDG killed,

one VNN killed, five USN wounded, and one VNN wounded. This was the heav-

iest eneny initiated firefight ever reported on the Vinh Te Canal, and it

followed by less than an hour H and I fire along the banks by Seawolves
and waterborne units.

(R

POPPIISRre R

™

Fouwr units of RAD 132 were hit hard again on the night of 18 Novenmber.

This time, while enroute to WBGP, they met with a heavy rocket attack and

s Y A
s to vbu-

automatic weapmns fire from both banks of the Vinh Te Cansl (VS 631 635), twe
miles west of where they were ambushed on 12 November. The Monitor and

t: F three Tango boats immediately returned fire, and a Zippo boat (2-li) procesded

] to the area and placed four minutes of flame on both banks. Seawolves, which

were overhead almost immediately placed strikes an the north bank and commencad
medevac of the sericusly wounded.

In the battle, T-24 was hit by a rocket

2 - in the lower section of the flight deck; T-21 was hit by rockets an both the

port ard starboard sides at the waterline and in the well deck; ¥-6 took a

- CORFIDERTIAL
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. rocket hit on the 105w mount, port side uaterline, and coxswain flat; and E
T-16 tock a rocket in the boat esptain's seat. Friendly casuslties which :‘
resulted were: eight USN wounded, three VAX wounded, and cne USN killed, :
_-::-_ LTJG James F. Rost Jr. A sweep of the contact area the next morning showed .
. \*3‘ evidence of being thoroughly policad by the enemy. The ares had been com- i
2 b Pletely coversd by Zippo flame,and numercus blood trails were cbserved. It -
is estimted that appraximately L0 VC participated in the ambush and that ,
eight VC were probably killed. One VC body was found. ' %
:’ Seven loaded sampans wers sighted moving aouthwest off the Mekmg River ;
: eight miles southeast of An Long (WS 490 710) at O14S on 20 November by Sea- ,
» j wolves 309 and 332. The helos, with district clesarance and concurrence of i
CT6 194.4, 11luminated the area and placed strikes n the evading ssapans ;
:; ) vhich were showing neither lights nor flags. Enewy cssualties which resulted :
: ; were: four VC killed, two VC probebly killed, and four sampens destroyed. ,
i ; Thers was negative return fire,and there were no friendly casualties. ‘
Z: A VC swimmer vas sighted 50 meters from a BAD 152 Zippo in WBGP 17
miles northeast of Ha Tien (VS 665 633) at 0255 en the morning of 21 No-
! } verber. After two concussicn grenades were throm by boat persannel,” the
i ' svimer surfaced near the craft and was shot and killed with an N-16.
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Search Turn

Search Turn wits, Task Group 194.3, with an end of mesth strength of
33 water craft, shich included 27 PBR's, three Boston Whalers, 2 MSD's, and
me CCB, and two Seawolves assigned, cantinued interdicticm operatims-in
Kien Giang Province and the Gulf of Thailand during Novesber. They also
supported Sector and 21st ARVN Division operatims. On the 7th of manth,
SEAL Platomn Kilo, Det G was chopped to CTG 19h.3 and assumed task desig-
nator 194.3.6, A squad being designated TE 194.3.6.1 and B aqusd 194.3.6.2.

During the mcnth, the number of hostils fire incidents ross slightly
from 26 recorded in October to 31 in Novenber. The nmber of enery kills,
however, increased cansiderably from 22 kills and 15 Probabh Klls in Octo-
ber to L0 kills ard 57 probable kills this month as a result of an increased
level of enery incidents in the Search Turn AO and an upewing in logistics
activity on tae already established commo-liaison routes. Search Turn units
also accounted for 27 ensmy craft destroyed, four damaged, and eight cap-
tured as well as for 3L structures destroyed and two damsged wnile their
lossas were kept down to 2 USN killed @d six wounded and five friendlies
wounded. They did, however, lose me craft and have ancther dasaged. The
following incident narrative is typical of activity in the Search Turn A. O.

Units of RIVDIV 513 operating in Kien Giang Province aa the night of 31
October - 1 November wnder Patrol Officer ABHC Hicks in rsaction to intel~
ligence reports broke a WEGP located 22 miles scutheast cf Rach Gia (WR 393
916) end had procezded about me mile (WR 384 915) vhen they found and sank
ono sarpan and cantinuing on to their destination thres milss further dowmn-
strean (VR 34y 923), the cover boat was hit by B-LO fire (WR 373 923). Thers
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was one direct hit on the forward gun tube, and fire was received from ap-

T P S TR

proximately 12 automatic weapons positions. The lead boat was hit by a

water mine during the attack, but no hull damage was dene although two

ey

R

L S PP TP e A

M-60 machine guns were rendered inoperable. The boats returned the fire

. and then cleared the kill zone., Seawolves medevaced three U. S. wounded

s fy

s

and on€ VNN wounded. The patrol returned to Kien Binh and delivered six

Ly £

VNN for medevac. Friendly casualties included 11 wounded, four USN wound-

Avail

ed, six VNRF wounded, and ane RF killed. Enemy casualties are unknown.

¥hile in single boat guardpost on the morning of 16-17 November, as
part of a 12 boat interdiction line, FBR 8131 of RIVDIV 553 cbserved sam-

pans carrying at least 9 VC crossing the Be The Canal 75 meters south of '
--:'_Z . its position at WS 089 263,13 miles north of Rach Gia. The sampans were
: 1 taken under fire, and almost imediately, the PBR received one B-40 hit i

on the M-60 machine gun although other units observed iwo more B-4O's

fired from the east side of the canal. The PBR broke guardpost and pro-

ceeded 750 meters north to another FBR also in guardpost position. Both

ahalela 0N

e

units then received heavy automatic weapons fire from both banks, and

8 LI

. Seawolves were scrarbled. They were on statiom 1) minutes later and

‘0
P
2

Tt T
o

put in a strike. A Black Pony also put in a strike with a Spooky air-
craft providing illuninaticn.

’
’

VAN

Lty

)
.
L )

Sporadic movement firing continued through-

out the night. An early moming sweep produced negative results. Friendly

casualties were two USY killed, two USN wounded (slight), cne VNN wounded
(serious). Enemy casualties are unknowm.

i
In-the early morning of 18 November, two PBR's of RIVDIV 553 were in

~

WBGP in the same area as the previous incident (WS 090 268) as part of the

e as e 8
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; ’ 5 - Ba The Interdiction Line when movement was detected on the east bank of the
:-;" canal. One VC was cbserved hearding water buffalo with five VC using the
¥ buffalo as blockers. The wnits placed LOmm fire behind the buffalo and ob- .
; ° served ane VC fall. There was no return fire, and deep water in the field
2 3 prevented a sweep. There were no friendly casualties.
- ;
": From their position 20 miles northwest of Rach Gia cn the Tri Tan Canal
: (VS 965 318), PBR's of RIVDIV §53, during the evening of 17 November, ob~
- ‘) served a crossing party traversing the canal from west to east. It was taken
i g wnder fire, and A/W fire was returned. Seawolves were called in five min-
E ‘ utes later, but poor visibility prevented a strike. A sweep at first light
: é revealed the follawing cache in three sampans: 28,000 7.62mm rouwds, 11
3 : 120zm rockets, three AK-I7's, one carbine, two Chicom grenades, miscellansous
) : clothing, web gear, and letters. The documents and letters ware turned
f 3 over to NILO Rach Gia. There were no friendly casualties, and enemy cas-
) 5 ualties were seven VC killed (BC).
At 0130 e the morning of 20 November, units of RIVDIV 553 positioned
i 13 miles north of Rach Gia cbserved two or thres sampans and eight VC going
[.: ' % north to south paraliel to the Ba The Cansl. A FBR cpened fire and received
. A/ fire in vetum. At 0155, Seawolves made three firing runs in the cuatact
E ‘ j: area. A sweep made with troops at 0300 revealed another demsged sampan. There
. were no friendly casualties. Eaemy casualties included four VC Xilled (BC),
é three males end me ferale, two VC were probatly killed and two VC probadly
.; . ; wounded, Captured were two AX-47's, six ammmition buxes containing doc-
ﬁ! i uments and medical supplies, a 100 kilo mine, snd two gas masks. One doce
% ument appearsd to be & map of infiltraticn routes of this A. 0. The doc-
':: , unmnts wers sent to NILO Rach Gia. The remainder of the material was turned
. ;
: ; over to Y autharities. ” \ BOHEIDETisi
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later a the same day, five PBR's of RIVDIV 513 inserted 100 troops

L7 I7E SRS

of the 168th RF Company and the Than Bao Reconnaissance Platoon 18 miles

[EEE R T

east southeast of Rach Gia (WR 394 OC8) and provided blocking support.

T

The troops immediately contacted a VG force of undetermined size which

e

. was belisved to be part of the U-Minh Battalim. While providing fire
3 support, the five PER's came under fire from several B-LO and A/W pos-
itions in tresline cacealed bunkers. Nine B-;0's wers fired. Two

RN Y A= LR

rockets struck the lead PBR in the radio compartment and set the fuel
tanks on fire. PBR 694 was abandoned in flame, and secandary explos-

ad b st o

ims occurred caused by mortar ammmition on board. About one uile up

Oy
v,
;

the canal (WS 399 018), the third PER in formticn was strack an the . b
; forecastle by a B-LO rocket. The PER's made firing rus to clear the ‘ » :
'3 area ard requested Seawolves., They arrived a the scens but could not i :E\%
3 : make a strike due to the artillery in the area. One Black Pony striks, 1 A
: Gie TACATR strike and a VNAF striks wars placed in the contact area. : !"-*:
] Upm completion of the air strikes, tte PER's returned and extracted EL:'.‘ ’
l the troops from the contsct area. Friendly casualties included cne VN !:- 13
; ' wounded, ene USY alightly wounded, anl cne PER totally destroysd. A1l e

of its installed weapns and commmications wers recoversd or destroyed.
Enery casualties were eight killed (BC), e sampan, six structures, and

RN

four bunksrs destroyed, and 20 grenades captured,

0n 21 November, units of RIVDIV 59k, whils enrcute %o a WEGP, sighted
aaampanﬁziehappearedtohanariﬂemdvoodmhaxaboudpuahgin
the opposite directicn at & point 13 ailes northwest of Rach Gia (VS $80 222). )

The saxpen was hailed but evaded to the beach where the occupants left the

TN £ e PR Ga n e

saxpen and ran inland on the northern side of the canal. Ths PER's bsached
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and fired warning shots at an evﬂdhgm‘morafnudtoatop. He was
then taken under fire with an ¥-16 wounding him in the leg. Before per—
soannel could disembark to recover the wounded men, two people from &
nearby house, a women an an elderly man, ran into the field and began to
drag the man away. The PER's first verbally warned the pecpls awxy and
then fired warning shots, dut ths two cantinued to drag the man the man
toxard the house. The FBR then firad warning shots in front of thews ..
both psopie dropped ,wounded by stray rounds or romds deflected by the
groond, At no tims did the FER fire directly at the people. All thrae:
wers placed aboard the FER and returned to Xien Son for treatment by
Army perscnel. A segrch of the sampan showed no weapons aboard, dut
any cargo could have been thrown overboard before the sampan beached.
The elderly msn vho attezpted to remove the evedes dicl mn arrival at
Kien Son. The evades and the woman wars womded in the leg snd thigh
arez; a medevuc ¥as requested by the Kien Son District Advisor. These
thres persmns had no ID cards in their possesion. At the tims, however,
the young man and woran claimed to be marriad.

During ths afternoon of 27 Novenber, 1CDR Gobble of CTG 194.3,tak-
ing a target of opportunity under firs, placed a Thanksgiving Day dinner
assault on a humgary outpost 16 miles northwest of Rach Gia (VS 922 261)
which harberod o friendly PER unit. Expenditures included 7.62 turkeys,
2.75 bams, 1500 romds of cranberries, LOm candied yams, and me large
purpkin pie with marshrallow topping. All ordnance wes digested fmmedi- .
atsly. IFriendly caszlties included many upsst stomachs snd seven cases

of scute indigestian.
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November, 19 miles porthwest of Rach Gia (VS 965 315),

thile in NWBGP o 28
from the west of its location.

a PER of RIVDIV 553 cbserved 18 VC approaching
established and then

[

The FER waited until the crossing point was

opened fire with all weapms. The boat received heavy automatic weapmms

fire including B-4O fire from the yest bank which passed over PBR 8130
and impacted in the east ‘bank. The PER remained in guardpost positiom
and suppressed fire. Seawolves, Black Panies, and an Army gunship and
Shortly after midnight, artillery was util-
amount of fire from 2 wounded VC on

flare ship put in strikes,

ized, and the TBR Teceived a small
A sweep at first 1ight yeilded a sempen

42 rounds of E2m mortars in a
AX-L7, me ¥-1 carbine, seven

the beach which was suppressed.
sith 11,500 rounds of AK-Y47 ammmition,

packirg can, pumerous 82mm mortar fuzes, cue
gas masks, 200 Xx\los of

packs cantaining green and gray wniforms and NVA

rice, and miscellaneous medicine and documents. Tn addition, six VC

bodies were fommd as well as numercus body parts within 75 meters of the

FBR's. The cache was delivered to VN authorities vhils ine documents

Rach Gia; One slightly wounded TUS¥ was the aaly
sic V¢ killed (BC),

were held for NILO
friendly casmlty wnile enemy casmlties included

3 gix VC probably Xilled, and six VC probably Killed by air strikes.
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Riverine Strike Group :

During the last half of November, out of all 119 RAC craft, only six
remained under the operational cantrol of CTG 194.7 (all in overbaul). This
arrangement came about with the build up of border interdiction farces as
described in the introductim to the SEA LORDS section of this summary,
and as a result of chopping RAD 131 and RAD 152 units operating in the
"Breezy Cove" AO from CTG 194.7 to CTG 154.2 on 17 November.

During the first half of the mnth, ths "Riverine Strike Group® kill-
ed nine VC, captured eight, and wounded 16, while having ten USH wounded,
one VN wounded, and one VNN killed. The "RSG," while it was atill oper-
ating in November, 1lifted a total of 2,280 troops in support of U, S. Army
9th Infantry and 25th ARVN Divisim troops. In additim, the mnits con-
ducted frequent intordiction patrols cn the Vam Co River.
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Market Tims Halder Campaigy

The Market Time Raiders conducted 67 missions during November in
support of Operations Sea Lords amd Sea Float, along the rivers and canals
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3 of the IIT and IV Coastal Zones, These missions employed from two to six ;
4 - PCPts and were supported by U.S. Coast Guard WPB*s and one WHEC, River
3 ; Assault Craft, helicopters, OV-10ts and (H-§'s and Vietnamese Navy assets, ,
3 o 3 . The "Swift® boats inserted, extracted and supported ground forces consisting
_I of Explosive Ordnance Disposal Teams, SEAL's, Underwater Demolition Teams, -
; PRU's, BF/PF troops, MST, VNN Rangers and VAN Reaction Force. There were
” only 10 incidents of enemy initiated fire fights reported during Movezber, !
There were no U,S, casualties or craft damaged; however, there were two ‘
] friendly personnel killed andi 10 wounded. ;
3 :
'; Enexy personnsl losses decreased from October with 17 Viet Cong killed,
4 . 13 wounded and two captured, Enemy material losses also decressed with 29 ;
% craft and 123 structures destroysd and 51 structures damaged, e‘
. b
3 : A Sea Lords mission was conducted on the morning of 4 Nevembar about '

A

22 miles mortheast of Soc Trang (XR 228 755). PCFes 64, 24, 28 53 and Sk k-
eabarked 150 RF and NP troops and inserted them at variocus locations on a ' e
ssall island in the Bassac River, The *Swift® boats then steodby as a
blocking force while ths trocps made a swesp of the area amd U.S. and

. Australian EOD teams destroyed bunkers. The troops sighted several VC and
PCP 64 fired 8lma morters into the area. The troops were extracted at
13300 without incident. There were no friendly caswalties and encxy casualties
are unknown. There were six structures and five taixkers destroysd. In
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CONFIDENTIAL !
addition the "Swift® boats boarded and searched 85 sampans with negative ’
results, :i
PCP's 17, 21, 37 and 59, PT WHITE (USCG WPB) and 160 Regional Force -
(RF) and Popular Porce (PF) troops conducted a Sea Lords mission en. ’;
7 Novesber about 8 miles northwest of Phu Vinh (XS 426 113). The troops )
were inserted at several points on & small island in the Co Chien River
; for sweeps. The "Swift" boats then set up a blockade of the island and
- ‘ searched all sampan traffic, On completion of the swesp the troops were
2 extracted without incident. Thers were no friendly cususlties and six VC ;
[i were killed, one wounded and three captured. In addition 14 VC suspects ‘
L , were detained. Thers vere two bunkers destroyed and four grenades amd E
*-:: several documents captured, ;
ﬁ d PCFs 17, 37 and 59 entered the Rach Eo lon about 15 miles east of 5 .
\ = Tra Vinh (XR 760 932) taking targets of opporbu.nity under fire on the t ; ;.:‘1
i morning of 11 Novezmber. All units beached and destroyed various bunkers i o _ 1’
;-“ and structures near the river bark and fired 8lma fire into the surrounding : 'A
IE ‘ area. As the units proceeded out of the canal, PCP 17 was hit by a b ;_1
; B-k0 or B-41 rocket sbove the water line. The rocket penetrated through L
;:: 3 . the port engine and slightly damaged the starboard engine. One VAN crew- E; ? _f:
U;_ : man was thrown into the water and was picked up by PCF 37, While PCP 17 E 17_%
r! ; exited the canal the other "Swift™ bosts saturated the asbush site with . —
::E heavy suppressive fire. There were five structures,six bunkers amd two '
Ej 3 . oaspans destroyed in the operation. One VAN crevman was slightly wonnded )
i%. ‘ and enemy casualties are unknown.
. "
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’ On 21 Noveaber, PCFts 24, 25, 53 and 63 and Coastal Group 36 junke
'\ j inserted 100 troops from -I.ong Phu District in four positions on Cu lae ;
«ﬁ ~ Dung Island about 10 miles east of Soc Trang (IR 247 681). Pollowing the .
~ ’2-'} . insertion the "Swift" bosts acted zs a blocking force. Two V-10%s provided
) - overhead cover and took designated targets under fire resulting in five large
% secondary explosions. The PCF's destroyed five motorised sampans, and the
1 troops destroyed one large weapons cache. There was one U.S, sailor slightly
. wounded and enemy casualties are unknown.
On 26 November, PCP's 25, 102, 54 and 32, Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Tean 35, RAC unit, thres OV-10's and RF troops from Phong Dinh conducted
. a Sea Lords mission in a canal sbout 10 miles southeast of Can Tho (IR 014 '. b
3 903). The troops were inserted for a sweep of the area while the "Swift® t : ;-{
boats took targets of opportunity under fire. The EOD tean set charges in ‘ i{:
k large multi-reinforced offensive bunkers and destroyed one large log - '::-' 3
3 barricade extending across the canal, The PCF®s proceeded up the eanal til1 V :.:
3 shallew water forced thea to turn around. While turning around, throe 1 E::
exall mines in trees exploded without causing any damage. The ov-10's Z &
providing cover placed strikes in the area of the mining. The troops were 'i* to i
extracted and all units exited the canal without further incident. There f
j . were three VC killed and no friendly casualties. Destroyed in the operation :
were 20 structures, 21 sazpans, 8 large multi-reinforced bunkers and one b o
< i large log undenvater barricade. In addition, 25 structures wers heavily . tj
. drmaged, e
: : =
. A Sea lords mission was conducted on 26 November about 10 miles east S
of Bac Liea (WR 953 340). PCP's 63 and 24 inserted 50 Regional Force troops. ‘ ;
? 9 e
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and during the insertion contact was made with the enemy. PCP 2/ extracted
five RF troops that had been wounded by exploding uines. The PT MARUKE
(USCG WPB) picked up additional EF troops and inserted them along the canal
and then fired intense 8lms mortar fire on suspacted VC supply and staging
areas while the "Swift® boats set up a blocking force. At noon both PCFts
picked up an additional 130 RF troops and inserted thea at various locations
along thecanal, At 1500H all the troops were extracted without further
incident. There was one VC killed and one VCI female courier captured with
two kilos of documents. There were 10 structures and five sampans destroyed
ard two large structures damaged. The troops reported the destruction of
zany VC tunnels and bunker comnlaxes and dismantled or destroyed mumerous
punji stakes and Booby traps. Thers were no U.S, casualties.
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Operation Ready Deck i
i
Operation Ready Deck, which was designated a SEA LORDS Operation an 15 {
October, completed its first full month of interdicting enemy lines of com- . ‘
mmication m the Saigen River from Phu Cumng rrrthwest and upstrean to Tri o
Tam (XT 803 140 to XT 480 470) and also cn the Thi Tinh River that joins the : ___-‘;‘
Saigon River five miles upstream from Fhu Cueng (XT 755 205).
At the beginning of the month, River Division 593 was rotated to Phm N
Cuong in order to relieve River Division 571 and to assume the task cargan- ".
ization designator TU 19h.6.2. River Division 571 which had operated m -
the upper Szigen since 11 August returned to Nha Be and assumed TU 116.9.1. ::':
With RIVDIV 571 and RIVDIV 531, TU 194.6.2, as the units of TG 194.5, there : ‘
were 20 FER's directly uader the command of the Upper Salgon Interdiction : :'
! Group Commnder CTG 194.6. Other forces operating in the tactical area iIn- :.:::::::
clnded VNN RAG 2k, elements of the 1st Infantry Divisiom, USA, sii boat wnits ::
. of the 2nd Infantry Division, USA, Sth ARVN Divisicn forces, and RF/FF wnits. R
1 The coatinued success of the Ready Deck operatim, as refiected in the
' 3 statistics for November, was indicative of the camstant pressure that has M
*: been maintsined cn the enexmy forces in the area. The night waterborne guard- .
LE‘_ post tactic that is frequently employed by the USN PER's and the Angy ski :-. &
S ' barges was again the most fruitful in November. From 1-10 Noveber, PER's ._
;’ successfully interdicted large nuders of VC atterpting to swin across the : "‘“3
;‘ rive: under the cover of darkness. The five significant incidents that wers ] ‘}
3 recorded during this pericd all tock place between KS grid lines XIT 600 to ) S_Z:Eﬁ
650. In all {ive cases, miscellanecus weapmns, supplies, and docunsnts wera ;
] 2' CORFIDENTIAL
3
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recovered from the hapless enemy swimmers. Since all the incidents were sim-

ilarly carried out, a statistical summary of them is given followed by a nar-
rative of one that occurred on the morning of 2 November.l

DATE/TIME LOCATION PATROL OFFICER  FBR'S INVOLVED
020235 XT 64s 315 LT McGinley 105, 117

" 021955 XT 611 323 ITJG Host 101, 103
ol2330 XT 687 222 QMC Jomson 761, 840, 752
081935 XT 604 335  RDC Chester 754, 813
100235 XT 600 320 FDC Chester 754, 845

ENEMY
W KA
194.6.1 10
194.6.1 %
194.6.2 10
194.6.2
194.6.2 6

On the evening of 1 November, LT McGinley, the patrol officer, positioned
his two mits, PEA's 105 and 117, in a night waterborne guardpost thirteen miles
northwest of Phu Cuong on the Salgen River (XT &k 315). The two PBR's had

biken silently watching the river ard river banks when one of the sailors spot-

ted approximately 13 to 15 VC preparing to enter the river for a south to

north crossing.

Poised for action, the two FBR's held their fire until ten

swimmers were in the water from nearly one side of the river to the other.

The PER's broke the ¥W3GP and tock both banks and the swimmers under fire. No
retum fire was received. Artillery from the ist Infantry Divisim, USA, was
callad into the area. With illunination provided by the Army artillery, the

FBR's were able to search the area and find ten VC dead and eight packs, six

of vhich they were able to recover. After the PER!'s had completed their
search, they clearsd to the north and spottel additianal artillery fire. Vwhen

all firing had ceased, the FER's reset the WoGP and resuned their vigil.

lincidents identified on the following map by DIG
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Later in the manth, on 1B Novesber, ENS Hunter, with two FBR's nume
bers 755 and 847, had established a WBGP on the Saigoen River ten miles
northwest of Phu Cuong (XT 673 250). In the stillness of the early morn-
ing hours, the cover boat heard voices on the west bank. Then they ob-
served a makeshift raft with four people aboard moving directly across
the river from west to east. The two PER's broke arbush and took the raft

under fire. One persm was spotted cn the banks and fired upon as he evaded.

Two VC were killed and possibly a third ane. Two VC were captured including
one female. Thier possessions, some of which were retrieved, included per-
sonal items, clothing, one U. S. grenade, and appreximately ane half pound
of Jocuments. The POW!'s were interrogated by NILO lam Scn and tumed over
to the Sth ARVN Division for further questioning.

Seven miles northwest of Pim Cucng cn the Saigom River (n_' 695 215) on
19 November, LTJG Sullivan, the patrol officer, and two FBR's, 755 and 841,
cbserved two people approaching the boats from the west bank. The FER's
tock the VC under fire, and almost simltaneously, an armed enexny hand grenade
Janded in the stern of e boat. One of the sailors courageously picked up
the grenade and threw it out of the bost. One VC was killed end another one was
probably killed in the actiom.
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As November ended there were 31 river craft, one 1LST, axd two
Seawolves assigned to the Song Ong Doc "Breezy Cove" operation:
USS GARRETT COUNTY (LST-786)
10 PBH's and 2 EW's ~RIVDIV 572
8 ATC's, 2 ASPB's, and 1 MON, - HAD 131
2 ATC's, 3 ASPB's, and 1 Mon., = RAD 152
2 y§-1Bts- HAL 3, Det 6
1 1SSC, 1 HSSC ~SEAL PLT 3, DET 4
During the month these TG 194.2 units conducted combined operations
with subtsector PF troops, the tith RF Boat Company, the VN 5th Marine
Battalion (now departed) and the 32nd ARVN, In addition they set num~
erous KWBGP's and frequently inserted SEAL/IDNN troops based on available
intelligence. The present area of operations for Ereesy Cove units
extends from the mouth of the Song Ong Doc (VQ 790 982) eastwerd along
that river for a distance of 173 miles (¥R 050 075). Also included in
the AQ are the Kinh Ba Kheo (VR 888 002 to VQ 890 950) and the Song Dong
Cung from wnere it mests the Kinh Ba Kheo (VQ 8950 950) westward to the
Gulf of Thailand (VQ 790 920). One KM inland from both banks of water-

ways is considered part of the AO.

An imdication of the success of Breezy Cove forces presented itself
during the month when & junk master on the Song Ong Doc volunteersd the
following information: he had not travelled from Ca Mau to Song Ong Doc
(city) for eleven years due to VC tax extortion. He has now begun the
trips again because extortion has ceased and the VC have left the river ares,
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SOREIOEATIAL o

One of the most significant incidents occurred at the begimming :
of the month wher two FER's and an ASPB were enroute to aet: a WEGP
in the evening on 3 November, At 1942 near a nosition 17 miles south-
west of Ca Mau (VR 899 003} PBR 119 received an estimated four recoilless :
rifle rounds, immediately lost power, and sank - the crew having been

MR il £ R
-
alailh

thrown in the water hy the R/R hits, PBR~35 fared a little better,

but explosions close aboard knocked out her steering and starboard

engine forcing her on to the beach at 1944. At 1955 Seawolvesplaced
a strike on enemy positions in the contact area but did not draw

3 any return fire. VN 5th Marines wore landed by RAD units at 2037

v
. . A .

. . a A
TR Ty

after a prep fire of the area, The VNMC came into light contact with

. .
T

the VC which was brokea by the enexy. Fortunatsly, in the action no ¢

1S ia,

friendly forces wore killed. Casualties amounted to & USX wounded
{2 serious) and ons VEX wourt >1ight). The sunken PER was later
raised 2nd towed to tha GARRET CULNTY where the extensive damage is
E considered repairable. This action marked the first time the VNMC
agread to opsrate in support of USN units in contact.

On the i4th uf the month, six SEAIS, two IDNN's, an agent and ¢

an IDNN advisor traveling in a sampan saw flashing lights on the north

RV PP

bank of Dong Cung Lake. The unit blinked a pen light in return, and the

lights went out. An insertion was made (VQ 910 963) and the agent,

dressed 23 a VC, hailed a man moving east along a trail ard when he

attempted to flee shot him, Then two armed VC approached the guard

post that had besn sat up and were taken unler fire and xilied. After .

P TRV AN WINPT R WEPIOr R

the unit extracted, a Seawolf put in a strike killing thres YC amd
probebly killing six others,while taking fire from several positions.
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The SEALS captured 2 Mauser 98's, some ammnition, and a kilo of doc-

A
‘.
s

“ see o w

e
v
R

vments during the aission.

- An unfortunate incident occurred at 0530 in the morning on 22
November when two ASPB's in WBGB observed an apparently camouflaged
sampan entering the Song Ong Doc from the Rach Cuil (WR O48 075)., A

small light on the sampan appeared to be extinguished as the craft

s A 203 22

P
"ﬁ .

3 turned onto the river. The sampan was taken under fire and illumi-

: k nated as it beached on the north bank. One occupant scrambled onto

[ ]

3 ) the beach and flanking fire was placed to prevent his escagi. The

! ] sampan and all occupants were recovored and found to be two children, ;‘."'"'
1 3 ' a .eennge girl, and a 50 year old woman, They were immediately taken : m
: ; to 0ld Song Ong Doc where they were treated by USN and VN corpsmen

and dusted off to Can Tho. The woman sufferred a traumatic amputation
of the left hand, and the 11 year old girl had a ccempound fracture

of the left leg from shrapnel, The other two, a 19 year old girl ancl
& 3 year old boy, had minor shrapnel wounds of the head.
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Cn a recent patrol off the coast of Vietnaw, il. S. Censt Ouard rutt

Point Ard-n runs into heavy seas wille maintaining coasts? survetllance as

part of "Cperation 'farket Time.”
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CUASTAL SUKVEILLANCE PUECE SUMMARY HERRARES

U S AT

X Routine operations continued for Market Time and Stable Door forces i
: 1 during November. Tisk Force 115 surveillance units detected a total of '

2 : © 53,327 craft in their patrol areas along the coast and in the harbors

of the Republic of Vietnsm, Bad weather and choppy seas in the First

f. and Second Coastal Zones accounted for this lew mmber of detectioms. A

. total of 9,304 craft were inspected and another 8,000 were boarded. As
[ a result of those chegks, 92 eraft ard 291 persons wers dstained for
lack of or fsulty identification, violation of restricted aress, posses~

sion of contraband, and other suspicious activity. There were 58 Viet

i Cong suspacts detained, In the Game Warden area of operstions in the lower

: 3
A i Bassac and Co Chien Rivers, the "swift” boats detected 7,666 watercraft,
- } inspuctirg 3,015 and toarding 2,991, There were six eraft and 1t persons
; deteined and two craft attespted to evade,
3 There were no known large scale infiltrstion of men or supplies
4 attecpted during Novezber. Eneny initiated activity continued at the rela~
- ] tivs low lsvel of the previous four months. NXaval gunfire and blocking ~—
4 1 R
3 patrols wers provided im support of friemdly ground operationa along the : -.::3
coast ard in the rivers and canals, Fourteen U.S. Havy men were wounded o
while enexy losses to the naval gunfire of Market Time came to 67 confirmed :-
Killed plus 28 probably killsd and 14 wounded, - ~
-1 ]
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: First Coastal Zone ; ,i

: ; ] o
4] First Coastal Zone patrols carried out approximately 75 naval gunfire i F

3 support and Sea Tiger missions during Novesber with only 14 reporting no o :"“

“ gun damage assessment due to darkmess, heavy folisge, or no troops avail- . ;

able to sweep the area. The mission of 1G 115,1 included the interdiction S

: 4 of NVA/VC and their supplies on the inland waterways of the First Corpe M

2 3 Tectical Zone (ICTZ). Operations include patrolling, intrusions, raids, ;.:,j

4 and perticipation in joint/combined operations with Free World Military \:::.:3

: ; Assistance, U.S. and RVN forces. On 9 Noveber, eight PER's fram CTF :

L 1 Clearwater were added to the southern ICTZ surveillance group.which has ; .....
extended the navigable rivers and watenays in vhich the group can operate. : """:

4 The PER's, due to their shallow draft, operated routirely from Danang,

! south on the Vien Dien River, west from Hol An and the Cau lau/Dien '

} Binh/ Ky Iam/Thu Bon Rivers to liberty bridgs, and scuth on the Truong E

I Diang to approximately BT 220 450, Operations were also conducted on the

% Ba Ren River and tributaries surrounding Go Noi Island.

£ Surveillance operations in the First Coastal Zone wers seversly - : :::E:'_:

3 ; hsmppered during Noverber due to adverse weather, forcing the "swift® . ’ i )

! 4 boats to take refuge during most of the month., Thare were only 2,863 h—‘g

T detections of watercraft during the month as compared to 7,22, for . ;

a October and 13,475 in Septeber, Surveillance results remained high _ T
as over 70 of those detected wsre either inspected or boarded., There “'—-J
4 were 1,042 inspsetions and 1,153 boardings resulting in the detention :
:::' ] 3 of 36 persomnel for lack of or faulty identification pepers, draft dodgers, :::::f-%
o |
SO S : -
S < sonFIENTIML. -
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and restricted zone violators. There was only one VC. suspect detained

5 A Wt e st

during the month.

On the afternoon of 1 November, the USCGC SEBAGO (WHEC 42) conducted *
a gunfire support mission on a suspected Viet Cong storage area about nine
miles sout: :>st of Quang Nga (BS 750 632). The mission was requested by the
cutter and cleared by the 2nd ARVX Division. The five inch guns destroyed
15 structures, three saapans and two bunkers and damaged nins structures
and three bunkers. There was one Viet Cong killed and no friendly casualties.

The SEBAGO fired on another WC storage area on the morning of 2 Novem-
ber about two miles north of the above mission (BS 750 640). The cutter .
again scored heavily against the enemy, destroying 10 structures and five i
bunkers and damaging 12 structures and three bunkers. There were also three

large secondary fires ignited.

A Vietpamese Bavy sweep/security tesa and Duffel Bag tezm were inserted
by units of Coastal Group Mk {cg 14) ad River Assault Group 32 (RAG=32) on
I November in a Sea Tiger mission about 16 miles south of Danang (BS 145
528), PCF's 15 amd 1C1 and helo gunships stoodby for support wihile the VNN
troops swept the area amd provided ground security. The Duffel Bag team
successfully implarted one sensor string. Additional sensors were not implanted
dus to insbility to obtain a successful readout at the Hoi An tacticsl opera-
tions center. During the operstion, thres uniforwed VC were sighted by the
PCFts and taken umler fire by the helo gunships. The ground forces were )
then extracted without further incident. After all units had cleared
the ares, the helo gunships returred and uniformed VC were again sighted
and taken under fire. A lunker complex spotted during the ground sweep
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was also taken under fire, Results of the Sea Tiger miasion were 12
bunkers and five structures destroyed and one larre secondary exploaion.
There were eight VC killed {3 body count, 5 probable) and ao frierdly
casualties,

The USCGC TANEY (WHEC-37) responding to a request for destructive
fire by the U.S. Amerdical Division, destroyed 17 structures amd two bun~
kers and heavily damaged 21 structures. In addition, a large cuantity
of rice drying in baskets was destroyed. The action took Place on the
morning of 8 November about 20 miles southeast of Chm Ias (BS 699 954).

On 11 November, Sea Tiger units consisting of PCP's 69 and 80,
PBR's L7, 59, 67, 91, and 131, Coastal Group 14, helo gunships, and four
conpanies of RF troops perticipated in a joint Free World Military As-
sistance Force (FWMAF) operation sbout. six miles sonth of Hoi An (BT 175
484). Coastal Group 14 units, the PER's and PCF's inserted the RF troops
at varicus locations along the Song Truocng and Song Ba Renfor sweeps.
The weterborne units remained in the waterways throughout the day support~
ing the ground forces. Numerous uniformed Viet Cong were sighted during
the operation and taken under fire, The helo gunships were continuely
utilized for direct fire support and air coordination. The operation
resulted in 12 bunkers destroyed, There wers 17 Viet Cong killed, seven
by the helo gunships, and one Viet Cong wounded, There were no friend)ly
casuslties, -

PER's 67, 91, and 131 conducted a joint cordon amd search opsration
with RF/PF troops on the afternoon of 12 Hovember on the Ba Ren River
about four miles southwest of Hoi An (BT 115 512), As the PER's entered
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the area to coordinste the movement of the RF/PF troops, seversl VC

were sighted near bunkers. The PBR!'s turned around to maxe a recon- : ::

nalesance of the area when an enemy intiated fire fight (EMIFF) ensued.

A' B-40 rocket hit PER 131 on the forward coxswain flat caling, port

side, glancing up through the canopy and radoms. The boat captain ABH1

Jackson was critically wounded, the forward gunner SN Xiry was seriously
PER 67 wss hit by automatice

wounded and three VNN received minor wounds.
weapons fire, howsver, there were no personnel casualties and only ainor

damage to the PER, The PER's and helo gunships placod beavy saturetion

fire into the area of the KIFF., The wourded were XEUEVACED by a helo
ganship and the Sea Tiger mission was terminated withowt further incident.

There wore six Viet Cong killed in the operation,

On the afternoon of 13 November, Sea Tiger units, consisting of
PCF'S 13 ard 69, and Coastal Group~1)4, srovided support for Regional
Forces (RF) ground troops conducting sweeps along the marth bank of Song
Ba Ren about 4 miles south of Foi An (BT 135 510). The troops vere ine
serted and extracted at varicus locations along ths riwer by sidrmmers,
and durdng the mumeroua transita, sporadic enemy sniper fire was received
and suppressed. The troops wsre extracted at 1820 without further ine
cident. Thers were six Vist Cong killed and two Viet Cong captured,

There wsre no friendly casuxlties,

PCF*s 69 and 60 whils on normal Sea Tiger patrol om the Cua Dai
ard Truong Giang Rivers (BT 175 542/173 538) reesived 17 Hoi Chanhs on 20
Novesber, One male with a rifle at sling amxs and arss relsed above
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4 his head was sighted on the river bark. PCF 69 stood by for support in _
q the event of an azbush vhile PCF 80 proceeded to the beach. Just prior ,
: to beaching, 10 additional person.nel f1led out onto the open beach and .
‘: all personnel were taken aboard without incident. The nine males and ) s
j two females ralliers were turned over to the Naval Intelligence Liaison - -
:,‘ . Officer (NIIO) at Hoi An, Preliminary interrogation indicated that all
. persormel wers between the ages of 1 and 36 years of age, and were mem~
f bers of a hamlet VC guerilla force from Xuyen Tho village with £ ‘. 1
" two months to one year particiration.
On 21 Noverber, PCF's 69 and 8G, while on a Sea Tiger petrol, sight- )
: ed thres young male ralliers in the same area as the previous day. The ; -
Hoi Chanhs were taken aboard ithout incident and turned over to the t -.—1-
Quang Kam Sector. Preliminiry questioning indicated that two of the : :_2:_:::__:
ralliers had been sssociated with the VC information cadre, the other
a2s a VC platoon lesder from the Cam Thanh Island area. f
DS
: The Panarmanian cargo vessel GOLDEN MOUNTAIN in a distress report . ‘i:
requested assistance from any American ship on 26 Fovember, The GOTIEN i r_}‘.
k KOUNTAIN reported poor buoyancy and decreasing freeboard due to leaks ‘ P
3 in the deck. The USCGC TAKEY (WHEC 37) was directed to the scene amd h—?
: assuzed the on scene ciemander. The TANEY and GOLIEN MOUNTAIN proceeded 4
f tovard Danang at tvo knots. At OBOOH on the 27th the GOLDEN MOUNTAIN ) 1
3 went desd in the vater with an engine casualty. The TAKEY took the =
: GOIDEN MOUNTAIN in tow and requested assistance. The USS RECLADMER i
\ (ARS-42) was directed to the scens and took the cargo ship in tow amd
arrived at Danangz at 1330% on 28 Novexber for necessary repairs.
w
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OPERATIONS IN THE FIRST CCASTAL ZONE : .
i L
A. USCGC SEBAGO - 1 Nov. i
B. USCGC SEBAGO - 2 Nov. i
C. SEA TIGER - L Nov. .
D. USCGC TANEY - 8 Nov.
E. SEA TIGER 11 Nov.
F. PBR's 67, 91, 131 - 12 Nov.
G. SEA TIGER - 13 Nov.
H. 5Ea TIGER - 20 Nov.
I. SEA TIGER - 21 Nov.
Jd. USCGC TANEY - 26 Nov.
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Second Coastal Zone

Weather in the Second Coastal Zone was z major factor in the more
than 15,000 less detactions of craft than during Qctober. In addition,

At o e e e e o WA R 1,

seven patrol stations, areas 3C, 3D, 3E, 3F, 3G, 3H, and 3I, were turned .
over to the Vietnamess Navy during November. The Coastal Surveillance

Center at Qui Nhon was also turned over to the Vietnamese Navy on 5 .
November. Those stations wers patrolled by the 13 PCF's that were turned

over to the VNN on 31 October, There were 4,321 detections, 2,240

inspections and 809 boardings of craft during November resulting in the

detention of 142 persons. The reasons for detairment wers possession

of contraband, curfew violators, lack of or faulty identification pep-
ers, draft dodgers, and restricted gone violators, Of those detained,

46 wers Viet Cong suspects,

e A 3 PR A e

Thare wers approximately 30 naval gunfire support missions conducted
during the month, 70 less than during Octobsr with only a minimm amount

——rr g

of damage being inflicted on the enemy.

. WAy

On 4 November, the PT GRACE (USCG WPB) sighted a junk PT 459
adrift about two miles south of Phan Thiet (AN 8205) with four persons
on board. The junk was enroute to Phan Thiet when engine troubdle de- i
veloped, The junk was taken in tew and turned over to Cosstal Group 28, i

On the night of 13 Novenmber, PCF 90 collided with an unlighted 12
foot Vieinsmess sampan about three miles scutheast of Nha Trang (CP 11 18),

There wers three boys on board, sges 9, 10, and 12, The 9 ysar old boy

was recovered in good health, LCPL 46 and skinmers assisted in the
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search for the two missing boys vith negative results, A subsesuent
investigation of PCF 90's hull revesled the 12 ysar old boy entangled

in the screws along with an anchor and assorted nets smd line,

PCF 74, while acting as a blocking force on 15 November, two
miles east of Nna Trang (CPO 080 531), picked up a swimmer in the water.
The swi'mer had no papers and claimed to have been thrown overboard
from a junk, On resumption o;'“patro]. a junk with five men on board was
stopped, boarded, and searched, The swimer claimed that onec man on
the junk was his brother. lowever, all five men denled knowing the
swimmer., None of the five men hed proper identification papers, and

all were turned over to the Second Coastal Zone Intelligence Officer

for .disposition.

Third Coastal Zone

Indigenous coastal traffic remained at about the same level as
in October as good weather prevailed throughout the month of November,
There were 12,183 craft detected, 4,289 inspections, and 4,089 boardings
recorded during the month resulting in the detention of 36 persons for
lack of or faulty identification papers, possession of contraband, and
res‘ricted zone violators. In the Game Warden area of operation in the
lower fassac and Co Chien Rivers, the "awift" boats detected 7,666
water craft, Of these 3,015 were inspected and 2,991 were boarded re-
sulting in six craft and 11 persons being detainsd, There were two

incidents of evading craft reported on the Co Chien Rive;,
There were approximately 140 naval gunfire support missions conducted
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- during November in response to request's for urgent gunfire support, :
targets of opportunity, H and I, or ir preplanned river and canal .
incursions. This was about 60 missions less than the previous month i
as the tempo of opersztions have slowed and the enemy avoided contact :

where and vhen ever possible,

On the night of 1 November a U.S. Army OH-6A helicopter wes reported
down about two miles southwest of Sa Dec (WS 850 373), PCF's 37, 59,
and 102 proceeded to search the area with PCF 102 locating the helo
partially submerged at the waters edge. The three U.S. occupants were
dead, The PCF's stood by to assist in the removal of the bodies and
to provide security for the ordnance remaining on board the helo, A
Vietnamess stated that the helo was burning at the tiwe of the crash.

PCP 59 remained on the scens until relieved by U.S. Army persomnsl.

The PT GREY (USCG ¥PB) while on nommal Market Time patrol on _
November spotted six people in the water about 13 miles east of Ham
Tan (ZS 271 835). All six ware taken aboard the PT GREY and on interro-
gation they stated thelir fishing junk had sunk at about O200H.

The PT CYPRESS (USCG WPB) fired a gunfire support mission on VC
structures about 25 miles northeast of Soc Trang (XR 298 635) on 8
November., The mission had sector clearance and resulted in three struc-
tures destroyed, four structures damaged, and one large secondary explo-

sion,

A squed of Regional Forcesa troops were ambushed by a VC compeny-

P

estimated at 100 troops with emall arms, autczatic weapons, &nd a-l.d .
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rockets on the morning of 9 November, about 13 miles southeast of Can
Tho (XR O34 910). PCF's 28 and 63 embarked 65 RF troops and inserted

them along the canal and then stood by for support. The PCF's were
detached at 1530H and at that time the ground forces had not made cone-
tact with the enemy. As a result of the ambush, the RF force suffered
six killed, four wounded and one missing in sddition to losing seven

M-16's, one M-60, snd one M-79. Enemy casualties are unknown,

Ina spacial operation on the morning of 14 November, PCF's 25
and 53 inserted troops slong the Bassac River about 20 miles scutheast
of Car Tho (XR 183 757). The "swift" boats stood by for gunfire support,
and at 0515H extracted the troops without incident. The ground forces
killed three VC and captured one mauser weapon., There wers no friendly

casualties,

PCF 28 observed an RF outpost about 18 milea southwest of Tra
Vinh (XR 347 669) come under amall arms ard automatic weapons fire at
22254, 17 November. The "swift" boat placed accurate 8imm fire support
in the area, and at 2355H, the enexy broke contact, There were two
VC killed and one AK-47 rifle captured, RF troop casualties are un-

known

The PT CYPRESS (USCG WPB) conducted small boat covert surveillance
on 22 November about 20 miles south of Phu Vinh (XR 575 554). Eight males
with fish nets were sighted, and all attempted to evade over the sand

dune, The small boat took the evaders under fire, kdlling two VC.
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PCF 25, while on normal Market Time patrol on the night of 25
November, sighted a small unlighted sampen sbout 10 miles north of
Soc Trang (XR 200 795)s Vhen the sampan was illuminated, three persons
Jusped over the side and were tskes under fire. One U.S. sailor fell -

overboard while throwing concussion grenades and wvas recovered after

the strong current had carried him approximately 150 yards. The "swifte
boat recovered mumerous documents, 100 rounds of AK~47 amsunition,

and several items of personal clothing before the sampan sunk, There
were three VC killed and no friendly casuslties., The documents indicated
that one of the VC killed was a doctor.

At 1120H on 30 November, the Alaska Barge and Transport Company
office at Vung Tau reported that the civilian tug R PACE with three

barges was sinking in the vieinity of channel marker muxber 2 in the :
Cua Tieu River (YS 080 3C0) about 12 miles southwest of Vung Tau, :
PCFts 53 and 103 enroute to Binh Tuy overhsard the tug's SOS trans-
mission ard proceeded to the scems. The tug was sighted at 1155H amd
PCF 103 assumed the position of On-scena Commander. At 1216H, the

PCF evacuated all 11 crewmezbers. Two MSTS tugs had been dispatched to
the scens, and at 124,50 theR PACE tug master was transferred to the

MSTS salvage tug ANN B. The tug master stated that the R PACE was badly
holed when she went aground, .
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Operstion Market Time

. T There wers 542 naval gunfire, SEA LORDS, Sea Fleat, and Sea Tiger
' missions conducted during November, approximately & less than in Octo-

ber, OCun damage assessment on these missions was 35.6 nercent compared

v e
L S

to the 40,6 percent the previous month and the high of 42.} percent

recorded in May 1969, Results of these missions weres

- 3 . 95 Viet Cong killed (67 body count, 28 probable).
o ] ' 14 Viet Cong wounded,
: _ 32 Vist Cong captured,

182 Junks/Sampans destroyed.

7 Junks/Sanpans damaged,
282 Structures/Bunkers destroyed,
132 Structurs/Bunkers damaged,
Thers were six incidents of eveding eraft and perscnnel reported
during the month and teken undsr fire resulting in 13 sampans destroyed,
two sampans damnged, and ons Viet Cong killed, one wounded amd three
captured,

Surveillance operations resulted in the detection of 17,128 wood
craft, Of these, 6,492 wers inspsoted and 5,536 wsre boerded. Detect-
ion of steel hullod vessels in Market Tixe arsas totaled 282, Of these,

j-:' 179 wore inspscted and another six boerded, ard all deternined to be
-:: - non-suspicious. This 1s the lowset mumber of detections since the

inception of Market Time operations, and is contributed to adverse
E wsather in the First and Second Coastal Zonss during most of the month,
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In addition, seven patrol areas in the Second Coastal Zone were turned

over to the Vietnamese Navy in November., This brought the total

st s, A VT, ¢ e S

Market Time areas patrolled by the Vietnamese Navy to 27 stations of -

the 54 assigned,
In support of Operations SEA IORDS and Sea Float, in the 1{I and

IV Corps Tactical Zones, "swift® boats conducted 67 multi-craft missions

during Novexber, The results of the missions were not as impressive as in

previous months as the enemy continued to avoid contact. The "Swift" boats

continued to support the PSYOPS campaign in the lower Ca Mau penin-

sula. These operations are discussed under :arket Time Raiders in

the SEA 10RDS summary and operation Sea Float summary, i
SEAL units attached to Task Force 115 conducted almost daily :

operations in the IV Corps Tactical Zone in support of Sea Float oper-

ations . ° 2

A new enemy tactic was employed against the PCF's in the Song

Gang Hao during Novezmber. Four B-40 rockets were found rigged for
remote firing by wire leading into the line, The rocket launchers i L

were fastened to a small raft which was floating 4n a notch cut into ‘ L""‘i
the river bank. The raft was held in place by four small pilings or - : g
stakes, and it was fres to ride up and down on these pilings with the é
tide. The elevation on the rocket launchers was thus set to hit a . {‘ é

passing boat, This arrangement eliminated the problem of elevation

X
L. WAL

adjustment with tidal change,

: On 3 November, LCDR Edwin B. McConville, USN, 622446/1100 relieved
=", 3 ; )
L d 1 LCDR Joseph W. Streuli, USN, 606698/1100 as Commander Coastal Division

Thirteen. * BORFIDERTILS
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The Coastal Surveillance Center at Jui Nhon and the operational

. control of the seven inshore stations in area 3 were turned over to

the Vietnamese Navy on 5 Novezmber.

The PT GAMMON (USCG WPB) was dacomissioned and turned over to the
Vietnamese Navy in a ceremony at the Small Craft Repair Facility,
Danang on 11 November, The vessel was renamed the NGUYEN DAO (HQ 703),

On 17 November the PT COMFORT (USCG WPB) ns‘tumod over to the
Vietnamese Navy and renared the DAO THUC (HQ 704).

- At 150757H the PT GRACE (USCG WPB) shile on normal Market Time
patrol sighted a OV~1 (MOHAWK) erash and two parachutes sbout 19
hiles southeast of Pha Vinh (XR 730 700) in the Long Toan Secret
Zone, In addition to the pilot, an Army Iieutenant, the 73rd SAC
aircraft carried the ITI Coastal Zone Intelligence Officer, LCDR
John George Graf, USK, 181318/6532, At OEOOH, OV~10 aireraft were
dcrambled from Binh Thuy and helo assistance was requssted from the
¥inh Binh sector Tactical Operatiaons Center. 1ae PT GRACE recovered
portions of the alrcraft and then entered ths canal with OV-10 and
hslo gunships overhead, to ssarch for the personnel, The canal probs
was completed at 1205H with negative rssults, A Vietnamese boy stated
that he saw two Americans captured ard agreed to lead troops to the
capture point. At 1255H, two sjsction sests were loeated, Troops
wers insorted at 1635H and, led by the VN boy, found one chute 200
#eters from the ejection seats. A helmet and leggings vere also re-
covered by the troops prior to their extraction at 1900H, Bmsrgency
besper signals were heard at various times throughout the day.
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. Surveillance and blockade operations continued throughout the night g
of 15-16 November. At 161030H, PSYOPS broadcast were cormenced offer- ‘
;\ ing a 100,000 piaster reward for return of the prisoners. At 1400 :
: ) an ARVN_battalion was insertec and one of ths aircraft engines was )
‘ located and salvaged. The remainder of the aircraft was destroyed, .
P The troops were extracted prior to darkness, A four unit.blocldng force ‘.
P with aricraft overhead was maintained throughout the night, Troop ',:.f
5 search and swesp operations vere continued on 17 and 18 November with ;-3«
; : & blocking force being maintained at night, The search for the pilot “::- 3
P‘ ) and observer of the OV-1 MOEAWK was terminated at 191500H with negative W
i results. i

3 . ‘ s
4 5 At 124,81 on 16 November, Market Time patrol aircraft MESS MAN "'«*“""
: 702 detected an unidentified SL-i type trawler at position 7-20N, 105- 5
3 E OéE, on course 340 degrees, speed 15 knots, After the trawler was ‘ :

j sighted it changed course to 050 degrses. The contact was designated ! —

"3 16F1. The USCGC HAMILTON (¥¥EC~715) was designated to intercept :

% and identify the contact and to maintain a positive surveillance.

j The trawler entersd CHICOM teritorial waters at 0620H on 20 November.

Surveillance was discontinued at 0720H on 21 November when radar
contact was lost with the trawler at position 19-16.6N and 110=41.4E,
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3 : Operation Sea Float/Trsn Hung Dao III
/ X Thers were 55 Sea Float and SEAL missions conducted in November in
L F _ support of operation Sea Float/Tran Hung Dac III in the lower Ca Man
h Peninsula, Assets assigned to Sea Float were 10 P(CF's, one FG, one
F-- ‘ 1ST, one ASPB, one minitor, thres ATC's, and one Zippo. These missions
& § J and craft supported SEAL, EOD, and UDT team operations and daily sir
support was provided by Slicks, Seawolves, and OV-10 aircraft. The
- 4 following Vietnsmese Navy assets and forces were also assigned: two
. ] 1SM's, one LSSL, two PCF's, Coastal Groups 33, 35, and 36, VNN POLWAR
, ] Teem, Mobile Strike Team Two, VNN Reaction Force, VNN Biet Hal, RF
k : troops, VNN Rangers, and an RD cadre, The afloat units conducted
: day and night Psyops patrols along the rivers and camals of the Sea
: Float operating area, and airborne units continued to provide Psyops
NI missions in those arsas inaccessable to the craft, The Pswift™ boats
: provided gunfire support, waterborns guard pcsta, blocking forces and
i escort services for logistic eraft along the Bo De and Cua lon Rivers
and adjacent canals. The Mobile Advance Tactical Suppert Base and all
j afloat units conducted nightly H and I fire into known VC base camps
:,"' 3 ard extortion areas,
‘ land clearing operations coxmenced for the construction of the
coastal group junk end PCF bsse at 0ld Nem Can under operation Solid
] 3 Anchor, There were 31 Seabees assigned during the month and were
i utilized in the construction of sea huts, the laying of mstting for
":' vehicls support, and improving the camp area. An RF company arrived
-, E
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at Solid Anchor on 4 November from Nev Nam Can and set up camp on the

north shore of the MATSB.

Coamtander Amphibious Force, U. S. Pacific Fleet,was briefed
on operation Sea Float and Solid Anchor and given a tour of the area

on 8 Kovesber, -

Eear Admiral Henry J. Johnson, USN, Officer in Charge Construction.
ard perty inspected the Solid Anchor Base contruction on 9 November, Also
on 9 Kovember, COL Vuong, An Xuyen Province Chief and accompanied by

mezters of the Vietnamese Senate and lower house toured the MATSB.
The visitors thought the operation was_very impressive and important,
and a::p;aared pleased with the extent to which the area was being re-

clajned to GVN control by Sea Float operations,

Adniral Bernard A, Clarey, USN, Vice Chief of Naval Operations,”
Vice Admiral Ralph L. Shipley, USN, OP-04, Vice Admiral Walter H.-
Baumberger, USN, Deputy Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet, Vice
Adeiral E, R, Zumvalt, USN, Commander Naval Forces, Vietnam, and Coamo-

dore Tran Van Chon, VNN, Chief of Naval Operations,visited Sea Float om
10 Novesber and were given a tour of the MATSB followed by a briefing
by USHN and VNN briefing officers, All expressed interest in the gensral
success of ope_rgtions s diversity of assets assigned, and the ingxea;i:g
Vietnsmsse participation in 2ll aspects of Sea Float operations, The
Province determinstion to return the Districal Headquarters to 0Old Nam
Can once the VNN base is conmpleted was viewed as an inportmt comolido

ation of the progress made since’ Sea Float operations began.
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On 14 November, Rsar Admiral John G, Dillon, USN, Commander Third : ”"‘:
‘u " Naval Construction Brigade visited Sea Float for an inspettion of the i
Solid Anchor bass site, o
Four FCF's and ISSL 225 established Sea Float Amex EAST st the 57
] confluence of the Dam Doi, Cus Lon, and Bo De Rivers on 17 Kovesber, - :
The PCF's matrolled the principle vaterveys playing FSTOPS tapes sd- o
vising of ths availsblility of.a doctor and corpsman, and urging peopls
to visit the ISSL. The first visitors were recsived on 26 Hovesber 2
indicating thet PSYOPS were beginning to produce results,
At QLTCH on 20 Novenber, the Sea Float Annex located at the cone -
] fluence of ¢2e Cua Ion River and Cau Nhep canal was attacked by the VC, i
% An inspecifon of the arca revenled that eight VC had entered the ares .
j via & s=al% canal, positioned six claymore zminas in a fan shaps 10 -
i esters fr= the RF quartors and than retrested to firing positioss, :‘:
Four clayimres were fired, cily ane of vhich datcneted, followsd by | g
erall arxs fire, The VC then left the area via sampens, After the g;-:i;:
attack, five cloymores, five hand gronedes, and one clip of M1 amo ;-';‘-:

werofourd, Thers wsre nine psraons wounded, thres civilians, ard six ) ~—

RF treops.

waatuded b chrr Saedes  nrva s acal s deiTe b
»
s

- Coxeszier JJM. ¥nite, USN, CRIPAVF(RY Fobdlie Affeirs Officer,accompin-
.'-_ i ied AP, U7I, and Newsweek reporters cn a 24 Noverber visit to £3a Float for : T
N 1 . ".: '.‘
o 5 3 an infermal briefing and & tour of the ares, -:l':::':
i On 25 Fovesber, Vico Adudirel E.R, Zwznlt, USN, Oczadere Tran ' R
H Ven Chea, TiH, &rd party visited Sea Float, Solid Ancher, ard the Sea _"
Float Amazz. Discucsicns on the various arsas were held vith esphasis f- )
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on logiatiu,'bue defense, the Kit Carson Scout program, and progress
in the No Fire Zone (NFZ) commmunity. A1l appeared to be impressed with

the contimiing progress in the Sea Float area of operations,

A SEAL mission was conducted on 9 November based on information
provided by a Hol Chanh -to destroy a VC rice mill and capture four VC
district cadre, Eighteen SEALS were inserted by Slick helos about
18 kilomeisrs north of Sea Float {VQ 971 888) and patrolled south about
200 meters when the rice mill was located, Patrolling further south,
t> VC malss wers captured near a hootch. Continuing the patrol, a VC
store with a table sst for 20-30 people was found and two VC females
were captured. The district chief!s house was locsted and four VC
{females and several documents were captured, Seawolves received enemy
fire about two kilometers to the south, and took the area under fire,
At 1700H. 10 SEALS and the prisoners were extracted via Slicks while
the remaining SEALS patrolled north to the rice mill and receired small
arms fire. Seawolves wera called in to suppress the fire, Ths remaine
ing SEALS were extractd at1730E and returned to Sea Float without
further incident, Destoyed in the operation wers three VC hootches,
eight 50 gallon drues oil/gasoline, two large motor-driven sampans,
1,000 pounds of rice and the rice mill with a large amount of machinery,
There wore small amounts of assorted armunition and four ldlos of doc-
uments captured, There were no frisndly casualties and eight VC were

captured, six femzles and two malses,

On the zfternoon of 13 November, PCF's 55, G4, amd 35 and VNN
PCF 09 with an ECD team, a Psyops team ard & 10 member VNN reaction
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fored conducted a Psyops patrol along the Rach Cai Ngay about two miles

s . AN L

northeast of the Sea float Annex (¥WQ 127 736). Psyops broadcasting -

comenced immedistely upon entering the canal. A few minutes later

R R UL (AT v ep

TR
. 5

as the "swift® boats passed a large wooden structure used to support

a fishing net, the PCF's began receiving small amms fire from the north

e e mpagwste

bank, The boats beached on the opposite bank and suppressed the enemy

DA Lt vl oo

fire, Seawoil 14, providing aircover, spotted many camouflaged hootches

and sampans and took them under fire, The VNN reaction troope were
inserted for a sweep of the area and discovered several small hootches
abcut 300 meters from the canal, and retained several documents and
hand grenades, Numerous VC signs were noticed in the area, and many
punji atakes were uncovered by the low tide. The troops were extractd
at 1800 and the PCF's departed the canal without further incident,
There were 10 sempans, one structure, 400 pounds of shrimp, 75 pounds

of fish, 50 pounds of rice, and two fishnets destroyed. The troops :
captured 350 pounds of shrimp and fish, two sampans, 100 fest of fishing '
net, and several documents, There were no friendly casualties, and

enenmy casualties are unknown,

On 13 Novembsr, SEAL team Ons, Dst. Golf, conducted a mission to

capture six district level Viet Cong infrastructures. The SEALS, two iy ".:1;":- :
Kit Carson Scouts, and one guide were inserted by Slick sbout 16 kilo- o ¥
meters southeast of Old Nam Can (WQ 115 672), and after patrolling R
200 meters to the northwest located six hootches and took 16 detainees e TN

into custody. The hootches were destroyed when the gulde jdentified
thex as VC. The detainees were extractd via Slick and the SEALS cone
tinued their patrol and located a thres hootch complex. They detained
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20 personnel, Initial interrogationrevealed that they were civilians
- Gdsired to go to the Ses Float Amnex. The SEALS assisted in loading
the psrsons and their property into sasrine  and sent them to the Annex,
One of the femalus was detained after she was identified as the vife

* ot
R TP B VI o T

- of & VC. The SEALS patrolled back to the landing sone and wers extracted
without incident, There were no friendly casualties and 17 relatives

of VC vere taken into custody. Kine hootches, five sampans, numerous

L v

water jugs, 300 pounds of rice and various foods were destroyed, and

4
L

two kilos of documents were captured, Thore were 19 civilian relocated
h . to the Sea Float Annex, '

L] River Assault Craft units,. consisting of T-h, T-9, Z-2, and M-2
were underway at O700H, 1, November with VKN Rangers, VNN reaction

) force, an EOD, and UDT tesa embarked for a Sea Float mission on the
E : Rach Ong Dinh about 3 miles southeast of Sea Float (WQ 015 637). The
- rangers wore inserted on the east berk and the resctio~ foree on the
west bank for a sweep scuth. Several bunkers with comndcting trenches
were destroyed, The troops were extracted at 12004, without making

contact with the enemy, and were returnmed to Ssa Float, There were 10
: bunkers, two structures, 100 pounds of sait,and two fishnets destiroyed,
: Two platoons of VIN Rangers were inserted along a canal by ATC &

: on the morning of 18 November about six miles northeast of Sea Float,
The troops were divided into five elements and swept generally north
and then east, PCF's 11, 27, L0, and 51 and Zippo 2 provided cover.
Thers was no contact made with the enewmy, howsver, several structures
wers encountersd and 15 women and children were detained, The troops
wore extracted along the Rach Cal Nzgay and returned to Sea Float.
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The sweep resulted in 15 structures, two bunkers, 13 water cisterns,

v

PRSI AOIL

1,000 pounds of rice and one fish trap destroyed and two sampans,

75 pounds of shrimp, two VC flags and assorted VC money and documents

captured. There wers no friendly casualties,

RN GEL 7 L)

Whils proceeding sast on the Cua Lon River for the Sea Float

da o tonak

Annex at 1030H on 28 November, 1SSL 225 fired into a suspicious area

s

about 11 miles northeast of Sea Float (WQ 202 719) and initiated an

A,

ambush receiving two B-40 rockets, one 3.5 rocket and small amms fire,

Prak o
B
.

Ths ISSL irmediately opened fire with all guns and continued slowly

Ka etk e S 5

eastward nsking a thorough firing run, At the same time, PCF's 4O,
05, amd 27 were proceeding north leaving the Bo De River and immediate- ¢
1 1y beached opposite the ambush aite, and crmmenced 8imm fire, Seawolves

were scrazbled and put strikes into the general vicinity, At noon H

3 a landing party was put ashore and they found six B-40 rockets, four ‘

3 triple B-i0 launchers and severalboobytrapped grenzdes. PCFis 55
and 06 arrived on the scens ard inserted a VNN reaction force which

D e
[

fourd sewsral spider holes ard blood trails, Seawolves inserted EOD R ‘.-:::-'5
and UDT personnsl who destroyed booby trars in the area ard three : =
3 bunkers. All personnel were extracted without further incident. Evie

dence just north of the ambush site suggested that the VC were caught
by surprise while setting up a secord arbush. Along with the waapt;na
cache hot food wes fourd indicating the ISSL 225 might have initiated
the enexy ambush before the VC were ready. All the weapons were retained,

There were no friendly casualties, and ene=my casualties are unknown,
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STATISTICAL SECTION

Average mumber U.S, ships/craft on patrol during month.
HSO MSC WwPB PCF LST PG WHEC

Avg. 1 1 12 35 1 1 3

Average number VNN ships/junks employed during month. °

Sea Force River Force i Coastal Force
Total &1 305 190

U.S. Activity

Total Detected Wood - Day 14,514 Kight 2,614
17,410
Steel - Day 6 Nigat
Total Inspected Wood -~ Day 5,045 Mgt 1,147 6
m
Steel - Day 8 Mgt 93 !
Total Boarded Wood - Day 4,130 RBigt 372
&,508
Steel - Day 6 Mgt o
VI Activity
Junks Searched 75,. 523 Junks Detained 79 )
Persons Searched 26), o5 Persons Detained 331

U.S. Activity
Junks Detained 92

Persons Detained 291

Stable Door Statistics
Fumber of Junks Detected 35,917
Kusber of Inspections 2,933
KBusdber of Boardings 2,458
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Operation Stable Door .

Adverse weather during most of November slowed the Stable Door

‘ st ‘ii
0

TRy

operations as 35,917 craft were dstected. Of these,2,933 wers 11)-

.o

spected and another 2,458 were boarded. Patrol units continued to

=3 support ground operations with blocking forces and landing recommais-

k sance patrols,

- . Unit One - Vung Tau

There were eight junks and 31 persons detained during November for

v he e —— >

: improper or no identification or boat registration papers, curfew and

T
voen
S
A
Sl adages

restricted zone violators,

dob ot
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On 6 November, Y4 126, while getting underway from Naval Support

And oy
o s o Aty
D
»

Activity Detachment Cat lo, lost control and collided with - Picket 29,

Vs
"ol

Picket 26, ICPL 52, a Vietnamese junk, and the IUWG-1 pier. The vickets
3 sustained cracked ribs, the Vietnamess junk sank, and there was no

: apparent damage to ICPL 52, The pier was dislodged and moved approxi-

3 mately 15 feet, bending several pilings and length poles and severing

X an electrical vpower cable,

1CPL 33 while on routine patrol on 16 November, boarded a coastal

Junk (PT 16TTHH) end found epproximately 60 tons of urnmanifested rice.

1 R
H . Tho owner had no identification papers. The junk,owner and rice vere j
i

k]

-3 . turnied ‘over to Coastal Group Thirty Thres for disposition,

aua
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The USNS SGT ANDHEY MIIIER while anchcred on 16 November, reported ¥ g
that a napalm bomb in a wooden case had fallen overboard. LCPL 33
conducted a search of the area and was joined by ICPL's 35 and 52 ::'_.‘_:f
who searched and provided illumination. The bomb was spotted on 17 L?““" )
November by a U.S. Army helicopter and Unit One Explosive Ordnance PR J
Disposal personnel destroyed the bomd.
B
Picket 29 stopped a fishing junk (PR 120BNTHH) on 16 November, E—:«
for the fifth curfew violation, The junk amd owner were turned over ":“
to the Vietnamese Navy Police for disposition. ;::f: -
Unit Two = Cam Ranh Bay i :
During November there were eight junks and 10 persons detained i [
for curfew or restricted zone violations, invalid or no registration, i E
and identification papers. ' : 5::,'
: 3
: e
On 2 November, the sentry on Pier 2 reported a floating mine. .
ICPL 39 and Skimmer 26 wers sent to investigate, The duty officer on :: 4
the scens identified the explosive device as one of two missing, :::..::
classified firing devices destined for the U.S., Air Force. Unit Two . Y
. T
EOD personnel destroyed the device, t R
The Harbor Master revorted on 10 Noverber that an unknown mumber :j:'::ff
of barges had broken lose from thelr anchorage in the outer harbor r" -1
e
and were drifting toward Binh Ba Cove. Unit two was requested to send Ty
boats to check the barges drift until tugs arrived, Three barges :'_ ‘:
were adrift and LCPL's 23 and 66 attached 1ines and succesded in holding )
- .5
thea until the tugs arrived and took them in tow. F3
68 P =
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1CPL 37 stopped and boarded a junk on 20 November for operating
in a restricted sone, The junk was running in circles around the

SS AMERICAN LEADEF, and upon searching two, 100 pound bags of umsanifested

rice were discoversd. The junk, owner, and rice were turned over to the
Vietnamess Naticnal Police at the Cam Ranh Bey Village pler.

On 20 November the U.S. Air Force Salvage team from the 55%9th
Tastical Fighter Souadron requested Unit Tvo's assistance in locating
a dovned F-J, Phantom jet which went down in the northern sector of the
inmner harbor about 2030H on 18 November. I_l:PI.‘a 32 and 39 and Stabls
Door Explosive Ordnance Disposal Team assisted in the search, and
through combined operations located the aireraft about 1505H on 22
November. Unit Two's EOD personnel attached a marker and the ICPL's

were aecured from the operation,

On 22 Novesber Sximmer 27 made a routine check of a fishing junk
off Cam Ranh Bay village and found two persons with expired indentie
fication cards and vhose names were on the Viet Cong Black list.

The persens were detained and turned over to the Militsry Police for
further transfer to the Navy Inte]ligenc_o 1iaison Officer at Cam
Bank Bay.

Unit Two received their semi annual administrative/material ine
spection on 21 and 22 November. (IR G. H. Overstrest, USN, OFFICER
IN CHARGE OF IUWG~! was the senior inspector and was assisted by per—
sonnel from Staff, Unit Four and Naval Support Facility, Cam Rarh Bay.
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On 2l November ICDR W. G. Dyer, USNR, relieved LCDR L.V. Cooper,.

Jdr., USN as OFFICER IN CHARCE OF UNIT TWO. ICDR Cooper was a\.rdoq

the Bronge Star Medal with Combat #V* for meritoriocus servics,

Unit Three ~ Qui Nhon

Thers were only two junks and four persons detained by Unit Three

during the month and those for suspected black marketing.

-On 4 November, Skimser 32 and 89 investigated a burning Junk

in the junk anchorage of Hai Minh village, Inspection revealed that
the fires was caused by a new engine installed in the junk.

On 11 Novamber, Sea Cobras operating in the upper harbor observed

one sampan with two parsonnel on board traveling along the southern

bank. ¥hen the sampan was within six feat of the Sea Cobra's position

it was challenged and the occupants surrendersd. The Sea Cobras found

two AK-47 rifles, 12 Chiccm grenades, 6 loaded AK~A7 mogagines and 100

rounds of AK-47 ammmnition in the saxpan.

During operations on 15 Noveabsr, using one of the prisoners

captured on 11 November as a guide, the Sea Cobras moved into s Viet

Cong bass camp. As the trail came into the camp, the prisoner tried

to escapa and was killed, The base camp consisted of two bunkers 50

meters apart and 100 meters from the trail. The team proceeded northe

west where one VC was spotted but he evaded into the slephant grass,

An air strike was called in on the base canp after the teen departed

with negative results.
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Whiles on routine patrol on 15 November, ICPL 42 stopped a water

taxi (Q 85) after it.had departed from alongside the liberian Cargo
ship TUNG SING anchored in C~2, A check of the water texi revesled ones
man putting something under his shirt which turned out to be 237,000
piasters. The water taxi, two detainees,and the piasters wr; turned

over to the NILO Qui Nhon for further investigation.

On 17 Noveaber, a Unit Three boat intercepted a ssmpan with two
teenagers aboard who had 237,000 piasters in their possession. The
boys stated they were going to buy cigarettes from ships in the outer
harbor. Ths boys were put in custody that night and turned over to the
Chief of Hational Police. TL- boys received jail sentences as black
market operators. They had little knowledge of black merket details and
indicated that they were given the money by an unkmown xan and told to
g0 to the ships in the outer harbor whers they would be given sealed
packages for the money. It gppearod that the boys were mere pavns in a

large scale black market operstion.

Unit Four - Nha Trang

During November there were 23 junks and 42 persons detained- in
Unit Four's area of operation, Detainzents wers for curfew and re-~
stricted zone violstions, lack of or faulty indentification papers

and no boat registration papers.
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On 5 November, IST 581 was beached at the 1ST ramv and revorted
a man overbcard. Skimmer 89 proceeded to the scene and recovered the
man., Attempts to revive him using mouth to mouth resuscitation were
unsuccessful and he was pronounced dead by the 51st Medical Company
personnel, vho also assumed custody of the body., The man vas identi-

fied as Hisao Maedo, Able Seaman, age 42,

Commander Task Group 115.2 notified Unit Four on 12 November that
PCF 90 had collided with a small fishing craft and requested assistance
in the search for survivors, The fishing craft sank immediately end
one man had been picked up by PCF 90. ICPL 56, Skimmers 25 and 28
proceeded to the area and commenced searching, After approximately

one hour the search was terminated with negative resulta,

On 25 Kovember LCPL 46 was hailed by a Korsan security guard on
a Korean barge at anchor in the harbor. __The guard had caught a Vietname
ese trying to steal "C" rations off the barge. LCPL 46 transferred the

security guard and the detainee to the Cam Da pier for further tranafer

to the Vietnamsse National Police.
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RIVER PATROL FOHCE SUMMARY

Threughout Hoveszber, the River Patrol Force countered enemy pressurs

R s L e e

in the X Corps Tactical Zone, Mckong Delta, along the upper Saigon River,

and in the Rung Sat Special Zone and in addition provided majer support
to on-going and reecently activated Operation Sea Lords Iaterdictiom
Campaigns: GCiant Slingshot, Border Interdiction (consisting of Trem
Hung Dao and Barrier Beef Campaigns), Search Turn (Rach Gia Canal), Mang
Thit~kicholai Canal and Chc Cao Canal Operations.

During Novemder the groups, units, and elements of Command Task

Force 116 were as follows:

Desimator

Title

CIF 116

CIG 116.4

CTY 116.4.8
CIV 116.4.9
CIV 116.6.7
CI1E 116.6.7.1
CIE 116.6.7.2
CTE 116.6.7.3
CTE 116.6.7.4
CTU 116.6.8
CTU 116.6.8
CIG 116.8
CIG 116.9

COMRIVPATFOR/COMRIVPATFLOT FIVE
CO VAL 4

OIC VAL 4 Det A
OIC VAL 4 Det B
0IC KST-2

¥ST-2 Det ALFA
NST-2 Det BRAVO
KST-2 Det CHARLIE
XST-2 Det DELTA
BJU-1 Tota 13

EOD Tesa 38

CO HAL 3
COMRSSZRIVPATGRU

location
Bink Ty
Binh Thuy

Vung Tan
Bink Thay
Xia Be

CANFINESTIY
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CIU 116.9.1 COMRIVDIV 571 ¥ha Be
CTU 116.9.2 COMINEDIV 112 Nma Be
CIU 116.9.5 SEAL Team Dot ALFA 10th Platoox Nha Be
CTU 116.9.€ SEAL Team Dst A 9th Platoon Nha Be
CTU 116.9.8 OIC HAL 3 Det 2 Xha Be

Operating in the Rung Sat Special Zone during the month of Novesber,
Task Group 116.9 and VNN Rivar Patrol Group 52 petrolled the Long Tau,
Soi Rap, Thi Vai, amd Co Cia Rivers day and night. The night patrols
supported Regional Yorces, Provincial Reconnaissancs Units, and SEAL Teams
or set waterborne guardposts. Troops from Quang Xuyen and Can Gio Districts
engaged in anti-extortionist operztions in conjunction with the Natiorsl
Poli~z in areas adjaeent to authorized work areas (Khon Trach, Can Giuoc,
and Long Le). Operaticns airmed at multiple targsis were conducted by jumks,
PER's, and UH.1 B {Seawolf Helicopters). The Rung Sat Special Zone
Regional Forces condueted Leng Tau Security sweeps as directed by sub-sector
corunders, Task Group 116.9 and River patpol Group 52 pursued the
following nmurker of patrols per 24 hour period with PER and ASPB betweem
9 and 15 Xovenber:

long Tau Channel - 4 patrols a day/5 patrels a night

Soi Rap - 1 patrol a day/l patrol a night

Gai Vai/Go Gia - 1 patrol a day/l patrol a night
A majority of PER?s (140 out of 1%0) were ergaged in the support of Sea
lords Cmpaigns.

Iaterdiction of the eneny in the Rung Sat Speeial 7 s curing
Foveaber received special attention, in addition to joint operations
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conducted with Vistner::  ¢-ces; one named joint operation was under-

taken with otlher fres --,.u * »ces., This joint operation was WOLFPACK II |
which comsenced 14 Novewber and continued through 17 November, WOLFPACK IX
was a combdned operation consisting of United States and Republic of
Vietnam Porces engaging in operations with the Royal Thai Army Volunteer
Forces; 6th Army of the Republic ::f Vietnam; and units of the lst Australian
Task Porce in the Northern Rung Sat Speeial Zcne and Southern Nhon Trach
areas. Their mission was to seek out and destroy slements of the Viet

Cong Tenth Sapper Group (Doan 10). HNoteworthy of the success of Operation

WOLFPACK II were the follewing results:

Frierdly casualties: Pour WIA (U.S.)
Enexy casualties: L2 XIA (34 BC-8 Prob)
Enery material destroyed: 19 sampans; 12 stiuctures; 13

bunkers; 8,700 lbs. of rice; 1,300
e, of salt; mumercus cooking

utensils; 50-10 ft. lengths of re-
bar; one water container

Enexy material captured: One B-40 launcher; three B-4L0 rocket
rounds; two AK-47's; two SKS rifles;
o.ne CKC rifle; th-we K-54 pistols;
nurberous rounds AK and SKS/webd
gear; 25 rournds U.S. 75w Rowitser
axa0; ons H-ld rifle u/ngazinc; one
nortar sight; 20-meter detonation

cord; 19 «ilos of TNT ani C~4; one

FIEFIRENTIA:
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blasting cap w/batteries and

firing wire; one carbine magazine
v/amo; 12 kilos of docusents; one
commnist flag; two fish nets; four
transistor radios; mumerous fish
hooks; 20 packages typing paper
(1000 sheets each); numsrous yards
flag material; 1000 ft. fishins
line; ons ohxxxeter; one bomb fuse;
11 reams carion paper; two adjustable
wrenche1; two wood saws; 25 hacksaw
blades; two ballows; oms hand-driven
lathe w/pipe; two colean stoves;

to hatches; two hapwosks; and mise.
clothing,

Operation Gams Wardem alrcraft sssets during Kovember were 33 UH-1B
helicopters deployed as follows: Dstashment CYS (two helos) adoard USS
TERERL SOUNTY (LST 1157) supporting Task Force 115 in Operation Ses .
Float/Tran Hung Dso III in the lower Cau Man Peainsula; Detathment TWO
(four helos) aboard USS JENNINGS CGRINTY (LST 846) in an area five miles
south southwest of Ha Tien: Detachment THRZE was supporting Task Group
194.4 in Barrier Resf operations extending to Ha Tien; Detachmezt FOIR
(two helos) at Ben Iuc; Detashment FIVE (two helos) sboard YREM-16 on the
Upper Bassac River scuth oast of Chau Doc; Detachment SIX (two helos)
aboard USS GAREETT COUNTY (1ST 748) in tie lower Cau ¥xa Peninexla ares;

GORFIGENTIL;
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Detachment SEVEN (two helos) at Tay Ninh; Detachment EIGHT (two helocs)

-
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-
-
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.o
~
-l
*®
9 :
-
D IR, eatanonnd

aboard USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821) located approximately ten milss west
> of Rackh Gia; Detachment NINE (two helos) aboard YREM-21 located approxi-

-2

s

mately three miles north west of An long and a maintenance pool of 13 heli- .

B a1 TR VN ]

[P et TR S S PR
.

j " copters at Binh Thuy. The 13 W-10A's (Black Pony) aircra™ were deployed

as follows: Detachment A (five OV-10A's) at VNAF, Binh Thuy; Detachment B ) 3
i‘ 4 (five OV-10Ats) at VNAF, Vung Tau; and a maintenauce pool of three OV-10ASs ‘_
. j at Binh Thuy. These aircraft (OV-10A) accounted for over 1,061 flight o

; hours in combat missions in addition to their nomal surveillance patrols.

L hang

A breakdown of these mdasions follows:

f Pre-planned Strikes 157 3
E— .Rnact.ion Strikes : 10 b5
2 Targets of Opportunity 188 N2 %
t‘ ; Support Kissions 288 46 g

L

. - : -
- There were 2,483 Game Warden resocarces and population control patrols i A
A0 ~ which accomted for 86,829 detections, 36, 207 inspections and 25, 590 { L
. | 3 ) i :.:.__::
. boardings. . : g
- ; ¢ O
E-_.: Clearwater Operations - o
N 1 Command Task Force Clearwater ncted a great increase in enemy activity ‘
g : in the vicimity of the Navel Support Activity Detachmert at Cua Viet during : N

Novezber, On 1 Hovember a comtined Korth Vietnamsse vegular and Viet Cong - e
! group of 25 to 30 men engaged Task Fores Clearwater PER's and a marine ‘ i

reconnaissance tean with automatic weapons and B-40 rockst fire. Om O

RARFIOFaTIA:
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3 Novamber, five to six North Vietnamese regulars and Yiet Cong personnel
engaged PIR 118 of River Division 521, Reconnaissance Team Bercroft froa

3rd Reconnaissance Battalion, and elements of the 3rd Marine Division in

a fire fight. One Viet Cong was wounded in that encounter. There were no
. p " ] friendly casualties suffered during either encounter with the enemy. Both
I." ’ﬁ il fire fights took place about 1,00C meters south of the N5AD Cua Viet,
;;. i E Enemy activity in Xusn Xhanh (VD 322 682), which was resettled by
r“ 3 ' forner inhabitants of the DMZ, increased irrespective of the mumerous
<k ‘ KEDCAPS, PSYUPS, and Civic Action Self-Help projects which had been
Yol 2 : porformad by TF Clearwater, The village has continued to harbor the Viet

] Cong and sniper rounds have been received from the vieinity of the village
5 on a regalar basis during the month. Intelligence reports indicated that the
sappers who mined and sunk YOG 76 on the 13 of Noveaber csné frca Xuan Khanh

and enexy movement hzs been detected south of the Cua Viet perimeter several
) nights during the wsek of 16-22 November,

TN

With the departure of the Third Marine Battalion and their 105mm battery

1431 aea ol dhata b

froa Cua Viet during foverber, base defense was reduced to one platoon, i
3 three 8lmm mortars, ard one 4.2 mortar.

Cormander Task Force Clearwater

3 attempted to odtain additional troop suppert from the 2nd Regiment, 1st

Y
.

ARVN Division during Fovesber but this support was still psnding at the
i end of the month.

As a result, the Cua Viet defense perimeter was thinly
mammed Lhroughout Noveuber.

Lo poucink

<]

Sobek

Clsarvater cperations during the month of Koveabsr involved resource

o

azd population control, daily chain drag sweeps of the Cua Viet and Perfume
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Rivers, canal incursions for waterborne traffic, inspections, distribution
of psyops material, and MEDCAPS (see Psychological Operations and Civie
Action Summary for detailed Psyops and MEDCAP missions). Clearwater PER
assets at the end of the month were 20 boats, ten PER's each assigned to

RIVDIV 521 and RIVDIV 543,

Clearwater Riwer Patrol Units inspscted 9,560 personnel and detained
1, persons who were suspected of being Viet Cong during the month of

November.

Game Warden PBR, UH~1B, And (V-10A Operations

From 0730 to 1LOCH on 2 Novanber, two ASPB's and a Douche Boat (high
velocity water firing craft) carried out bunker destruction missions on
the Ba Giong River 11 miles south southeast of Nua Ba (XS 978 608) in the
Bung Sat Special Zone, The total results of the mission wsre six bunkers
destroyed. There wers no friendly or enesy personncl casualties during the

nission,

On the evening of 4 Noveaber, Black Ponies 113 and 102 were scrambled
to give overhead air cover to a SEAL detschment uhich- was partial'ly Sur-
Tourded by a group of Viet Cong in an area five miles north of Xam Cam
(YQ 975 847). The enexy ground fire was so intenss that Seawolf heli-opters
(UR-1B) were unable to effect an extraction of the SBAL's, With clearance
from comiand task force 116, Black Popies 113 and 102 placed maltiple
rocket and machine gun strikes from 1717 to 1725, Black Pony strikes
silenced the enexy fire and the Semwolves extracted the SEAL's, The LAPY
contimed to place strikes until approximately 1800H. A farther recon-
nalssance cf the area revealed that one sarpan rroceeding out from the area
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was transporting mesbers of the Viet Cong group. The Black Ponies placed
rocket fire on the evading sampan and destroyed it. Eneny peraonnel

casualties were one VC killed (prob) and one sampan demaged. There were X
3 . no friendly casualties. ) . T

Gl dentaa )

Black Ponies 113 and 101 of Task Unit 116.4.8 were on a routine patrol

e

with clearance from CIF 116 to place strikes on two groups of junks and .
sampans at a canal in an area 12 miles north of Cal Lanh (WS 658 835) on
the might of 7 November. The Black Ponies exponded 195" rockets, 75 rounds

e

of 20za fire, 3,000 rounds of 7.62ma fire; and 22-MX-45 paraflares and

aceourted for 12 sgapams snd thres Jurks being destrcyed, and 15 VC killed
- 9 in action,

On the morning of 9 Novexber, a U.S. Kavy LHFT of Task Unit 116.9.8
spotted & beachsd sazpan with its occupants attempting to camouflage the
s2apan in an area 18 miles southeast of ¥ha Be (YS 158 690) in the Rumg
! Sst Spocial Zone, The IHFT placed strikes on the area and succeeded inm

destroying the sazpen. Thers were no reports of ensey casualties.

: While on a waterborne guardpost, four Rang Sat Special Zone PBR's

| of TU 116.9.1 (PER 61, 62, 128 and 1;8) aighted one sexmpan with twe VC
crossing a canal in an area 13 miles east seutheast of Hha Be (Y5 148 753)
on the night of 10 Eovesber, PER's 123 ard 148 toek the ssmpan under fire,
killed the two VC and destroyed the saspan. While interdicting the sampan,

the PER's received hsavy autoratic weapons fire from the west bank of the

T
(g 1"7{‘

)
DA

canal, PER's 61 and 62 droke thair guardpost and proceeded to the aid of

o

PER's 128 amd 148 with support fire and illumination. At approximately

m',.
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: ' :§ 2100 one B-40 rocket was fired at PER 128 from the north west bank of T
g the stream and Smpacted astern of the PER inflicting mo damage. PBR :::'.I_-:
' 3 61 provided illumination, sighted the attacker, and succeeded in idlling
N him. The PBR's requested the aid of a LIFT who arrived at 2050 and placed . -‘_:
; strikes on the north bank of the area. The LHFT was relieved by a USA : e
Nighthawk at 2145 who saturated the area with rocket fire. Onoe U. S. o
t 3 sailor was injured by enemy fire but friendly counter fire accounted for : ‘
i_ thres sampans destroyed and one Viet Cong killed. .....,..;
: . =

h ] While providing air support to one platoon of Regional Troops of : .:'_:'..::'_
' i 361 Company A, a USN LHFT of TU 116.9.8 made coniact with Viet Cong person-
3 3 nel approximately 18.5 miles south east of Mha Be during the morning of :
10 Novexber, While directing automatie weaspons fire at the 1LHIFT, the VC . :

g evaded west into a wooded area, The four Viet Cong who had fired upon the :5:

; LHPT were Jdlled by RF Compeny 361. Investigation of the area by the .'::_:'._':5

3 Regional Troops uncovered a VC base camp that eontained the following w

E : items which were confiscated: one B-40 launcher; one B-40 round; one t“"‘ff
2 CHICCH sulmachine gun with eight full magazines; two CHICOM anti~tank : :~]
4 ; mines (30 kilos each); one kilo of documents and a small quantity of food \,E‘_::::f
ff ard clothing. There were no friendly casualties. -::.'3

P, ;; While engaged in Operation WOLFPACX II in an area 15.5 miles east :
f southeast of Nha Be (YS 165 829) during the pre-dmwn hours of 14 Noveaber, ‘

: thres RSS2 ASPB's, and PER's were underway with Hunter/Killer Team, ind ‘ ;: i

! j Regional Porces of Company 353 and RSSZ EGD Tean aboard, At 0925H the 3
. { enbarked Hunter/Killer Team sighted an evading Viet Cong swimeer and : ji
. ::_:'::;j
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received sporadic sniper fire from the canal bank- The Hunter/Killer
. ’ Tean returned the fire and killed the swimming VC. At 1058H the group
5 - J sighted one bsached sampan in the vicinity of YS 158 833 and placed fire : o
E f E . upon tRe sampan to destroy it. The group contimued a ground sweep of
;‘ Z‘ -"; the srea until 1320H at which time the Hunter/Killer Team vactored one i ;.'_:.;J
- ‘; ’ platoon of Regional Forces of Company 363, with their advisor, aboard the ; """*1
' :5 ,: PBR*s to provide a canal sweep of the area, No further contact was made ' :;:_3
. 2 ard the PER's extracted the units at 1640H. i
-
5~ 2 On a patrol that was scrambled to suppost CTU 194.9.7, Black Pony 110 *ﬂ-:j
X = i amd 136 of TU 116.4.9 placed strikes in an area (XS 136 858) 31 miles weat T
. 1 of Saigon on the ¥an Co Tay River on the night of 16 November. The LAFT
i received small arms firs from the enemy during t .ir strikes but succesded
- in silencing the return fire. The results of the strike were determined :
3 to be six VC killed. f
] H With clearance fron CIF 116 on the afterncon of 16 November, Black Ny
[ f’ Pordes 106 and 101 placed strikes on an eney force of an unknowm sise =
é that was inflicting heavy damsgs to friendly forces with rachine gun fire o
: ‘ 12 miles west southwest of Rach Gia (WS 350 061 to WS 345 002). The IAFT ::'_
- neutralized the machine gun fire and destroyed three structures, B
SF ] Engaged in WOLFPACK II Operations, four ASPB's, one ZIFPO (flame -
‘ . throwing craft) of TU 116.9.1, and PER's with troops enbarked between the
hours of 0600H and 1€00H on 17 Movesber coumenced 8 ssarch of suspected
_ - eneny positions in an area 17 miles east southeast of ¥ha Bs, Friendly
‘g‘ troops found ten kilos of THT and C-4 (explosive), and ten kilos of
' eQRFIDERTIAL
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documents, After the troops were extracted by Slick at 1645H, Hunter/

Killer Teams placed weapons fire on a VC Base Camp, destroying aix

1 sampans, 1,200 pounds of rice, one bunker and three sleeping platforme. .
- :, 3 A U5, Navy Zippo proceeded to the area in which the centraband had beem -
2 3 discovered ami expended two mimutes of flame while PBR's 128 and 62 made
g:', E firing runs on the area. This Operation WOLFPACK II, accounted for two ’
E ‘ j VC's wounded and captured; two VC ldlled (prob) and two VC killed 4m
action (BC). There was one friendly soldier wounded during the action.
| ] On a scramble, with clearance from CTG 194.3 and CTP 116, Hlack
'5 4 Ponies 113 and 115 placed strikes 2I, miles south southwest of Rach Gia
E ‘ (VR 835 665) on the evening of 20 November in support of friendly forces
3 3 who were in contact with a VC platoon, One portion of the VC platoon broke
» contact with the frienmily forces and proeeeded south, while the remaining
“ 1 portion of the VC platoon proceeded to sea in five sampans. The Black
» Ponies pursued the evading sampans, illuminated one sampsn, and received
] small arss fire from them. Intensified air strikes destroyed the sampsn.
Intelligence gained from the captured VC revealed the position of a compeany
i size base at VR 837 647. Black Pony strikes were placed in these coordinates : =3
E 3 with unknovn results. The egtire scranble accounted for four enemy killed :
-; in action and one sanmpan dsstroyed.
3 3
: k In the Bung Sat Speefal Zons 1L.5 miles south of Nha Be, Regional
,3 Forces of Company 782 observed six rockets impact approximately 500 meters i
south of their eompound (XS 942 572) on the evening of 22 November. The
Regional Forces contacted (W-1OA's (Black Ponies) and requested strikes -
j fORFINERTIL:
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; to be made on the VC positions, The Black Ponies succeeded in neutralizing
3 the enemy rocket fire. . f
3 3 i
| ] ) On the morning of 26 November a Navy LAFT reported that several sampans
3 ‘ were in a restricted area 16,5 miles southeast of Nha Be (Y5 161 599). '
§ i UH-1B (Seawolf Helicopter) 30k and 316 were directed by the U.S./ViM
.‘ Tactical Operations Officer to drop smoke in order to drive the sampans iam
i : an easterly direction toward an authorized fishing area. The LHFT fired
, H-79 CS rounds (smoke bombs) in the restricted area and the door gumner on -
: 3 UH-1B 304 reported that one of the sampans nay have been inadvertently hit
r ﬂ by a smoke bomb. The LT recormed the area but ssw nothing umusual. At
O941H on 29 Novesber the Vietnamese T0C Watch Officer was notified by the :
3 Provinetal Forces Platoc- 001, Thanh in Villags, that one Vietnamese male .
had been hit by IHFT boxbs and knocked cvat of his sazpan. The incident was ]
reported to the Reglonal Forces Platoon by the second occupant of the
sampan (the father of the missing Vietnazese male). Ths Vietnamese male E
' wzs listed as missing as of the last of Hove:ber; ;-_‘_ :::
During a routine aerial reconnaissance of an ares 12 miles southeast A
; of Mha Be (YS 108 753) a United Air Force SNAP (Iight Observation Alreraft) -
sighted two Viet Cong evading irto nippa palm. The SRAP msintaine’ 22
i contimious overhead surveillance until a Bung Sat Special Zone Advisor :
; scrambled a Navy LHFT. Acriving in the area, the LIPT placed strikes on
3 ) enexy positions and succeeded in neutralizing the two Viet Cong. This
: i action took placs on the afternocon of 30 Novesdber, .
;
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';:l SEAL Operations ?
A H
SEAL Detachment ALFA, 9th Platoon, of CTU 116,9.6 departed Nha Be f
_: on the afterncon of 8 November and were inserted by USA Slick (helicopter) ;
i 5 ndles southwest of Nha Be (XS 888 713). In the process of searching a .. ;
house in a reported Vet Cong sympathizing villege, the SEAL's apprehended ' .
one district level Viet Cong. The SEAL's were extracted by Slick at 1745
f withowt further incident. E
After an insertion by USA Slick in the area 10 miles southwest of :
2 ‘Mha Be (XS 869 627) on the morning of 10 November, SEAL Detachment ALFA, E
Sth Platocn, CTU 115.9.6 searched a nippa pals area and found one Viet :
i Cong cache and recovered ons kilo of docunents and maps, two CHICOM hamd ;
' gremades and two X-54 magazines, The squad was sxtracted around noon : ::
, without making contact with the enemy. i}
¢ .
; Conducting operations in pursuit of WOLFPACK II requirements, SEAL &m,_g
Dstach=ert. ALPA, JOth Platcon, Squad ALFA, of CTU 116,9.5 was inserted iy
by Stick 15 miles east of ha Be in the Forthera KSSZ area (IS 186G 765) -
; on tha morning of 1l Fovezber and set a trazil gusrdpost. At approximately
: 1215H the squad heard a Viet Cong maks sourds approxdimately 25 meters to
3 the rorth of their guardpost, While using overhead heiicopter noiss for | T
: cover, ths patrol moved to a strategle position ax scraxbled a Hunter/ :::-i
: Killer Fclo Tema to a position overhead the Viet Cong {position YS 178 . ?:::’;_’f:
o

782). The Hunter/Killer Tem fire accournted for four Viet Cong being
killed but return eneny fire was received froa hidden positions amd

accourted for cne SEAL being slightly wounded by automatic weapons fire,
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In the same area of action, a light observation helicopter received
automatic weapons fire which resulted in one U,S. sailor being wounded
(not seriously). A USA Slick dusted off and MEDEVACED the wounded SEAL,
while the LOH returned to Nha Be with its wounded mesber. After the SFAL
Squad was extracted by Slick the entire area was saturated by air strikes.
Noteworthy in this operation was the capture of one kilo of documents which
identified one Viet Cong Executive Officer A-1 (political staff section)
Doan 10. The remaining documents were political propaganda except for a
type written resume of Viet Cong operations during September and October
of 1969.

After departing N Be by Slick on 15 Noveaber and inserting 10 miles
east of Nha Bs (YS 106 787), five SEAL's of Detachment ALFA, Gth Platoen,
Squad ALFA of CTU 116.9.6 with 13 Provincial Recomnaissance personnel
patrolled approximately 700 meters northeast of their trail guardpost and
observed three Viet Cong walking west. The group detonated a pre-set
claymore mine and took the Viet Cong under fire while requesting Navy IHFT
strikes on the area. The group was extracted by Slick and received spuradie
enemy ground fire during their departure. The encounter acccumted for one
Viet Cong killed (BC), twe Viet Cong killed (prob), and one CHICOM sub-

machine gun being captured,

Two members of SEAL Detachment ALFA, 10th Platoon suffered wounds
(one slight and one serious) when their squad®s guardpost position was
taken under enemy automatic wespons fire 11 miles east of Mha Be (YS 102

782) on the afternoem of 24 November. A scrambled LHFT dusted off the
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wounded SEAL's to Nma Be and the remaining SkAL®s patrolled the.ares

" a3 ‘.l
gm gty et

A K Dok

without meking contact with the enexy. .

After departing ¥ha Be 2616008 in a LSSC (Light SEAL Suppart -

DVTR.K: S

Craft) SFAL Detachment ALFA, 10th Platoon, Squad BRAVO of CTU 116.9.5 set

choeas
.

a waterborne guard post 17 miles east of Nha Be (Y5 198 776). At 2000H

2 .. A tbey P PR g AR

the SEAL's detscted a sampan traveling west and took the sampan under fire,

%illing the sampan®s three occuparks. The squad destroyed the sampan

ard returned to Nha Be at 2230H on the 26 of November,

Enecy Mining/Harassment /Attacks on Merchant Shipping

The RSSZ Explosive Ordnance Disposal Team removed a mine from the ¢

} SS SEATRAIN MAIME on the night of § November. The ships was anchored

approximately 1,000 msters north of Nk. Be, 40O meters off the Skell Tank

PR T

Farm Pier (XS 920 820). The Vietnzwese EOD team observed a line attached

g,

to the ship's anchor chain. The teaa cut the lins and towed the mine clear
of the ship to the east of the river where they determined that the mine ;

was a four fest by 20 inches by 20 inches and contained six sections with

Marmta te wax bmAraamn o

a pointed buoyancy tank in front. The mine was held together by retal rods .

and contained appraximately 150-200 pounds of ex -~sives. The RSSZ EWD
H team stated that the mine failed to detonate due to a faulty firing

mechardsm (water soluble washer type). The EOD team destroyed the mine at
1040 on 6§ Noveber., Throughout the operastion a USN PER and ASPB provided

surveillance of the ships in the area. Vessels in the immediate area were:

Vessel I-.aiion Distance frem SS SSATRAIN MAIN ;
‘ SS TRAKS CARIZSZAN Cat Lsi Anchorage 1 8,000 meters - :
1 SS ANTINOUS Cat Lai Anchorage 3 8,000 meters :
3 88 il 13 HEASEE :
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There were reports that three rocket rounds impacted within 700 T
yards of LST-287 while transiting the Long Tau River at approximately ;
1320H on D Noveaber. The U.S. Navy sources stated that PBii*s in the area i
’ reported no enemy activity on the river at the time. The pilot embarked on i
: . IST-267 stated that there was firing on shore by friendly forces and that
; the rounds could have been misfires. The USNS LST-287 received no hits and
f thers were no casualties to persomnel or equipment,
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NOVEMBER 1969

B N R

Detections 17,410 86,629
Inspections 6,37 16,207 .
Boardings k,508 25,590
Craft detained 92 . 2
Persons detained N *
Viet Cong suspects 58 5
Hostile fire incidents 50 366
Enexy casualties:
a, Killed 9 (678C & 28PROB)  L53(225BC & 228PROB)
b, Wounded 0 W3
c., Captured 32
USN casualtiess
3, Killed ] 8
b, ‘ounded 27 (1LUS,7VNN,6RF) 63
0
0

PR e

N ¢, Captured
. d, Missing 0
~ Enemy materizl lossess .
" a, Destroyeds:
3 {1) Jurnks or sampans 182 219
- (2) Structures 282 15
b, Captured:
(1) Sunks or sampans * 5
(2) Weapons * n
(3) Ammunition (rounds) * 26,991 .
() Rice (tons) * 4 i
¢, Damageds .
(1) Junks or sampans 1 13 i
(2) Structures 132 118 - r
USN material lossess A 5
8, Destroyeds
{1) Surface craft 0 1 N T
(2) Helicopters ) 0 .
b. Damageds .
1) Surface craft 8 1 ; :
(2) Helicopters 1 1 .
SAR missions 4 * . =
Remarks: .- :
# - Information not available or not applicable : o
:\:_‘.E_\:.\:_ W -.'\-:
(/ : o
GROUP L -
Downgraded at 3 year intervals % ?
Declaasified after 12 years CONFIDENTIAL
41"
e E L R N T e T T I R D N R L




<.y

NAVAL ADVISCRY GRCUP SUMMARY

Fleet Command

The 13 U. S. Navy PCF's that were turned over to the Vietnamese Navy on
31 October in Saigon were delayed in their transit to Qui Nhon by adverse
weather. However, on S November, along with the turnover of the Coastal Sur-
veillance Center at Qui Nhon, the Vietnamese Navy assumed the responsibilities
for Market Time stations 3C, 3D, 3E, 3F, 3G, 3H, and 3I. The PCF's have been
patrolling all these stations with the exceptions of 3E and 3H which have been
assigned to CG 21 and CG 23. With the additional seven Market Tims statioms,
the Vietnamese have a total of 27 stations under their operatimal control.
The receipt of two more WPB's on 17 November was reflected later in the manth
vhen these two units began Market Time patrols in the 1st and 3rd Coastal

Zones.

The total number of people and junks searched by Fleet Command umits in
November was 18,011 and 5,08l respectfully. The corresponding detainment fig-

ures in November were 17 and zero.

There was a significant reduction in the number of gunfire support missions
fired in November in comparison to the figure for October. While 52 NGFS missions
were fired by Fleet Command ships in October, only 28 missions were recorded
in November. As in the preceding months, the greatest majority of the fire

support operations were designated as h:rassment and interdiction missions.

One exception was reported on 10 November when LSIL 328 was called in to

render assistance to a VN outpost on the upper Mekong River thei was under enemy
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{.,' attack. With the LSIL placing devastating. fire in tho area approximately ;

h of the international Canbodis/Vietnan border (vicinity of

four miles sout
WS 200 985), the enemy attack was som extinguished. No eneny damage

sasezment wes made available.

ST ST LT e

S Ring e o

i At the end of three mineswesping runs on the Dong Nal River, the VN mine- -

i aabe o

- 7 sxespers of RAG 91 recoversd from their gesr two contuctor electrical wires
S having a total length of 150 fest. On the last occasion, vhich vas e 22 -
E 4 Noverber, the wire was attached to & claymore mine plug. E
¢ 3 L.
r‘ h‘ LSIL 225 sirich had been assigned to Sea Float operatiomns the lower f:
1 Ca Mau peninsula in tho latter part of the month ws approaching an aree : !
i 4o canduct a Payops missin a the morning of 28 Novesbar, twelve niles east g Z
T northeast of Nam Con, almost ab the intersection of the Cuo Lan and BoDe ; £
; Rivers (WQ 201 719), vhen an wnknown sized VC force wleashed B-LO and U. 5. i ;c
enti-tank rockets and small arms cn the masuspecting ISIL. With an almost , ;
instantanecus responss, the LSIL phcgd a haavy blanket of concantrated ‘L

3 £ire into the VC positions. Thres U.S. Navy PCF's, who were accompanying

3 3 theLSIL,mdeﬁringrmsmthoambushaitovhﬂntblsncmmm
s order to gain position for sucther run. Although the LSIL had been slightly v
, dazaged by e U.5. anti-tank rockst and smell arms fire, she made a total =

L K of thres firing passes at the arbush sits befors ruming the bow up m the
] _ river bank In order to facilitate the xovement of a landing party. Almost
; at the exact locaticn of the beached 1SIL, the landing party discovered f‘_

- ] ] o sscad abandcned ambush sits which contained six B-LO rockets, four B-LO l:'
A . Jamchers, five how-nade lawchers, a6 U.5. anti-tak rockst, five bocky
3 .
» CONFIBERTINN i
E ] - T
e A » SR
; P
1 : =
R A N L -:‘.\"}. e e AT e e T e A L L :
. D e e e D S S R R A RSO




RS e —
a b 1, T R - ~ )
e R R N T T I T R S R R A T~ s s
SN, L T N T L :'.- ‘h“lr"';“'".j—t-v:—a-:-r;--;—“ 5w ——
e - TR % AV Yy
. L A S i e S et s
=T T AT

T AR DYy o
B AR Aty raova pe N ety pe s .
LN . MR STt oo o e Ty
. Ehnky s RES SO I SRS o it 7y t TSy

] PR RGeSt T

a

st bl dasmter 63 ma ke wadiNodabis b,

AL A Y idtad 4 b g bt e [IXPINS

e ld e Ky &

trap grenades, electric cable, a single water can, eleven U.S. grensde

launcher adapters and several unfinished dinners. The VNN reaciion force,
which landed at the original ambush position via PCF, found large amounts of

‘blood left by the fleeing VC.

River Patrol Group

The 83 PBR's assigned to the four River Patrol Groups, RFG 51, 52, 53,
and Sk, of TF 212, were actively engegad in river patrols and interdictiom
operatims in the Third snd Fourth Riverine areas in Novenber. Routine day
and night patrols of the Long Tan shipping channels, the upper Dong Nai
and lower Saigm Rivers, and in the RSSZ were performed by E%G 51 and RPG
$2, operating from their bases at Cat Lai and Nha Be, respsctively. Although
they experienced a generally low level of enemy activity, there wers several
significant incidents of confrontation with the enemy. On ane occasion, RIG
51 FBR's engaged three VC in an evading sampan on the Saign River two miles

east of Saigon (XS 908 913) n the svening of 24 Decerber. The VN sailors
expended M-16 and M-79 fire in an unsuccessful attewpt to intercept the lms

sampan .«

later in the mmth n 29 Novembar, RPG 51 uncovered a partially submerged
VC sampan eight ndles east of Saigan o the Dong Nai River. Many foot prints
arourd the sampan and matted grass indicated recent sctiviiy in the area.

The FBR's of RFG Sh wera equally divided batween operations in the vicin-

ity of My Tho and Tran Hung Dao operation an the Vinh Te Cansl. The wnits
assigned to Tran Hung Dao were given the task force desigoator TG 194.4.3.3
and wcre utilizing the vRpM.16 located just east of Chauw Doc (WS 142 &:5)

* “EEIPETIR)

S R T A W UYL loe e

S e Azl
L I

BERFE ol TR TS

" on

- dimen

DR R L L LI



AT

=7
-l

L I T
oW N T

A a -
N, L

TN TR e v e g
R OIS
PELANE N s

T T T 5w yge e
S e S T T R R T T TN N sy m v s v s
B R ARt

TNy

RN

PRI

o
A Lt

ELY AN AL XA R LT Py

e boat csents s

e dmanin

ALCaL calods d s,

I

TPTICAC~y oy - "
R et i i sl S

e s S E R NS, e P - P .- -

R B Pa

[4 e - .
-'15{305_- i

as their base. The RFG S| PER's atationed at My Tho have quickly developed
active patrols of the My Tho and surrounding rivers and the strategically
important Cho Gao Canal. (Ses discussin of Tran Hung Dao opsratimms in
SEA LORDS Summary for further details).

River Patrol Group 53, which joined Giant Slingshot forces in October,
carried cut interdiction and river patrol operations 1‘rm the bases at Ben
Luc (16 194.9.0.1) and Tan An (194.9.4.1). (See discussion of Giant Sling-
shet Operutions in the SEA LORDS Summary for further details).

Coastal Junk Forces

At ths end of November, thers wers 226 junks and 17 riverine craft as-
signed to the Coastal Junk Groups, including RAG 32, operating in a1l four
Coastal Cones. There was a slight improvement in the averags number of craft .
that were operational and employed in comparison to the carresponding fig-
vres corpiled in October. An average of 176.6 units were operational each
day, ard an averags of 171.7 were.employed. During the menth, the .co-stal
forces searched 50,3L8 junks and 167, 29k pecple. They detained 70 Junks
and 31l pecple for furthsr questioning and identification.

Firat Coastal Zone

The general trend of enemy actin was cansidersd to be low level with the
exceptian of the period 8-14 Novenber whem incressed activity was reported in
the Cua Viet area, home of CG 11. An wnusvally large nwber of YC rallied to
€0 1 located in the Cua Dai River Basin. The usual ressms the 15 ralliers
gave were poor living cenditions and being just plain tirsd of fighting. For
the entire First Coastal Zone, there have been 161 VC who have rallisd to
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USN/VNN forces since the beginning of the year. :
On the aftemocn of S November, a lane CG 11 Yabuta junk detained a 28 * ‘
: year old girl just southeast of Cua Viet (ID 322 662). In her possessian o
; was an oatmeal filled sandbag that also concealed the locatlion of variocus ‘ {
ﬁ ' medicines. After being questicied, she readily admitted to being a VC - f , .
3 and said that she would lead the Vietnamese sailors to a secret bunker ’ ::',:"
4 hidecut in the area. Late in the afiermom, a ten man VNN reaction force ;_
Ei with USN advisors were led by the girl to the suppesed bunker. After :“1
4 searching for several hours, the team returned to the CG 11 base, leaving %?
{ the secret bunker hideout still a secret. f-::‘_f
2 ] Two skimmer bcats of CG 1l were carrying out sector operations four l f:
:' miles east of the CG 1l bass on the Ba Ren River (vicinity of BT 135 505) <
:, on 12 November. A devastating blow was delivered the enemy as the YN es- g
i tablished contact with VC swimmers, VC in a lme sampan (BT 123 507), and ,,
’ VC persocnnel that were in an adjacent field (BT 128 $10). Fourteen VC E?
were amihilated gnd five others along with two AK-L7's, 18 grenades, ; i
] and some miscellanecus supplies were taken into custody. One VC doctor, 1
‘ two VC corpsmen, and cne senior VC petty officer were identified amng : r.
: the confirmed dead. ' ' =
Secand Coastal Zone _
k The six Coastal Groups, 21, 23, 25, 26, 27, and 28, located in the __
2nd Coastal Zone performed base defense operations, river and Market Time :::‘
’ patrols, as well as Psyops operations which were the focal point of their
: activity. The Market Time stations 35 and 3H were assigned to CG 21 and ;::_I
95 , CORFIDERTIAY 2
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(G 23 on § Kovember when the Qui Nhon Coastal Surveillance Center was turned N

over to the Vietnamese. : ; :

Although there was a dramatic increase in the number of enmery initiated . -

‘ incidents in the first two weeks of November in the IT CTZ, the coastal i

- groups were spared contact. The Naval air facility at Cam Ranh Bay did re- %

caive a mortar attack an 14 November. By the third week of the month, the ) g

nusber of enexy encomnters had been reduced to the low level that was re- E

corded throughout the previous math. (See Psychological Operatims and :

Civic Action Sumary for futher details). ki

Third Coastal Zane E

3 The coastal groups of the Third Coastal Zone,l3's33, 34, 35, and 36, ;

conducted river and coastql patrols, waterborne guard post cperaticus, N

; PRU missions, PSYOPS, base defense and Sea Float operations. The ten units E

from CG 33, 35, and 36 that wore assigned to Sea Float operaticnis carried out ‘

! ‘ the majarity of their operations an the Cua Lon River. Third Coastal Zone §

forces also operated an the Hii Giui, Ham Lumg, Hau Giang and Co Chien :

- 1 River, and the small Ong Ben and Cua lap streams, and an the waterways that i

\ E interlace ths RSSZ. . L

. k -

. u 3 The enexy high point vhich had been anticipated to occur somstims during -

- J . the first half of November tock place in the nighc of 3-L November, during 5

3 which time there was a total of 27 enery attacks by fire. Thess actions .

L ) were restricted almost entirely to indirect small scale attacks to the fire :::

3 support beses located in Tay Ninh, Binh Long and Pauoc Long Provinces. -

3 , The four Third Coastal Zone Coastal Groups were sparsd contact during this i

1 ” GORFIBEATIAL ;
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] enemy high point. As the mmth passed by, the intensity of m’-v activity :
3 % gradually returned to the low levels of October. :_- X
, . 3; A G 3k canal reconnaissance mission on 1 Novesber 25 miles southeast ~_
: s ' of Ben Tre on the Rack Eo Loi (XR 762 Sh6) was interrupted by a VC B-LO ) Lo
5 : rocket that passed close aboard. The CG 3L persannel amd U.S. advisors, o
3 1T Rowh, LTJG Lilliott, BMC Wekaold and EN3 Sampzon, returned and suppressed
" the enemy fire, killing two VC in the process.
- L E
&3 k Shortly after midnight cn the evening of 7-8 Novesber, a CG 3l Junk ran
3 agromd on & sand bar just off the coast, 29 miles southeast of My Tho
3 (XS 900 100), at the mouth of the Ba Lal River. The initial effarts to
E free the stricken vessel by two other CG 3k junks wers mnsuccessful as they
& also went aground. On 11 November, two WPB's, cne PCF and a chinoock helo
2 ] were at the scene %o render assistance. Attempts to free the junks by the |
; [ helo slme and in canjunction with the WPB!'s and PCF were tried. Finally
E ) in the afternoon a chamnel leeding to the water hed been dug. ¥hile the
3 tide was cresting, the three junks were towed to desp water by the PCF Sh.
; 1 Near the end of the mmnth on 29 November, a lme CG 36 jmk spotted
1 a junk southwest toward the river bank 26 miles soatheast of Can Tho an
»j the lower Bassac River (XR 200 733). When the CG 36 junk pursued the evad- . '
} ing craft, seven VC persconel snowed their weapms and called out that they %
- wanted to surrender. As the CG 36 junk approached ths sarpan, ae VC threw
3 a grenade into the (G 36 junk. The VRN opened firs and mansurered to clear S_::
; . the area, two of the three WN an the junk had been wourded but seven VC
: were killed (six probable) and three semi-autcmatic weapms, e grensde, :
1 scm amsnition and the VC sampan were captured. :::
| HFIDERTIAL o
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Fourth Coastal Zmne

In' the Fourth Coastal Zone, the four Vietnamese Coastal Groups, CG L1,
. 42, 43, and Lh, continued to participate in Operation Tran Hung Dao, Market
Time operations, base defense, river patrols, 1cg_istic lifts and Psycps : ,ZQ

oy

Cd
v

missions. The 22 junks assigned to the western sector of Tran Hung Dao wers

Pog 0

”
‘e

rotated on the night, single boat, waterborne guardposte from the Ha Tien

R A TR e e

base such that an average of 13 posts were set each day. (Ses discussion ef

«rimig

S,

Tran Hung Dao in SEA LORDS Summary for further details). The remainder of

the operating junks carried out their missions from An Thoi, Hon Tre, ard
Poulo Panjang. The Market Time statioms that the junks were patrolling

NSO et 4 R\ALcE oS

. this month €C, &0, 9C, 9D, 9B, 9F and 9G, were particularly critical this month ';
S 5
e bacause of the increased indication that the enexmy was going to make a con~ -
- . j- =
DI certed effort to infiltrate supplies to the U-Minh Forest and Base Area L83 :
> ; via the sea. 2
i £ o

b] |

i Third and Fourth Rivarine Aveas S

< ;=

é Althought the total number of river pairols and armphibiouz operations con- ;

§ i
ducted by the RAG's were slightly lower in Novewder, the nuzber of river pa- F '_

. F

trols decreased from 1175 in October to 1057 in November, and the nwiber of Se

g amphibious operations increased from 2515 in October to 2605 in November. .

3 For the past several mmths the total number of river patrols and amphibiocas ;
operations of the RAG's has stabilized arcund 3500. A reductiom in river ' N

) patrols has generally been offset by an incresse in ths nurber of axphibiocus g

. :

: operatims. .

. -

npe 2

i EIEFIBERTIA F -
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The river patrols and amphibious operations have been the major com-
. % aitments for the RAG's, however, they have also been employed in logistics ' ,:'_:.-‘. ]
. 3 1ifts, escort duties, Psyops and civie action missioms. : ':::;:-.
. % ne company of the 1/50th Regiment, 25th ARVN Divisin had Joined forces . i ......_.
3 with the RAG 22 boats cn 2 November five and one half miles south southeast . , /.__;.2:,
1 of Ben Luc in an area adjacent to the Nhut Tao River which feeds into the
% Van Co Dong (XS 652 658). When the RAG boats began to put the troops ashore '.ij'-_I'.":"?
'3 for a sweep to the south, the entire force came under semi-automatic weapms - TR
§ from an estimated enemy squad that wss positioned in bunkers (XS 652 657).
3.’ During the exchange of fire that followed two ARVN and two VC were killed;
_; five ARVN were wounded; four bunkers were destroyed; 12 RPG's, five B-0 ]
% rockets, ane CKC rifle, ane K-Sl pistol, 25 kilograms of C-}4, six AX-L7 mag-
: ? azines, ane small bag of documents and one saxpan were captured. '
o :
‘ RAG 22, operating in the Giant Slingshot area, was sgain involved in en- :
4 eny action on the evening of 13-1h November. An estimated enemy platom had
i attacked the Thu Thua Canal outpost two and e half miles up river from Ben 2
- f Luc (XS 581 768). The RAG 22 units were ordered into the Ben Luc River in B :
3 , order to provide security at the Ben Tuc District Headquarters. About cne
half hour after the original attack, the RAG boats received ane B-LO rocket )

and small arms fire which wounded two VNN and damaged cne 1CVP. The VNN did

it d .- vh

return the fire with unknown results.

RAG 2L units, working the Upper Ssigen River with the Sth ARVN Divisim, -

UM i)
soné

i eanducted an amphibious operatien am 25-26 Noverber 1 miles north northwest

ity
PR

3 of Saigan (XT 705 213). Three platocns were put ashore for perimster security
on the evening of 25 November. Ths following morning whils the troops searched,

e Lol te et
XS BN
.
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the RAG's destroyed ane sampan and one bunker. The ARVN soldiers wers ex-

tracted about 0900 and then inserted to the east { XT 720 216) for a four.
platoon sweep. The RAG boats demolished cne more bunker and thres more

tunnels befors picking tp the troops and joining other S5th ARVN Divisiom

units in a blocking operatim.

In the Fourth Riverine Area, Seven RAG 21/23 wers underway frowm Dang

Tam on the morning of 10 November. After a refueling stop at My Tho, they
proceeded to the operations area east of My Tho. They remained there wntil
the middle of the afternoon when the boats transited to the Hzm Luong Ferry
landing area (XS 1;83 298) in order to perform night patrols and security.
operatins. Arowd nomn of the following day, the RAG mits were enroute
to the planned troop extraction ra;iezvous three miles southeast of My Tho
(Xs 553 193). The trocp boarding took place without incident,and the ame
phibious force had traveled about ane mile towards My Tho (from XS Sk7 206
to XS 529 225) when they began receiving 75m, 57m, B-lO rocket and
automatic veapms fire from the bank., The Cormend and Commsmicatims Boat
(CCB) end two LCM-6's took direct hits. The USN advisor, GMGC Parsons,
aboard the ©CB,was sitting two feet from where the 75mm recoiless rifle
round landed. Although the blast physically movad him five feet to the

e "~y B s

LA

R e

[l LR SR 20 ey

rear of the beat, he sustained no injuries and immediately called in artillery

and helo gunship support. With an engine room ablaze in cme boat and a
gaping three foot by three fool square hole in another, the Vietnamsse
maneuvercd thess %wo wnits to the beach where they could be saved. After
the helo gunship placed strikes into the enemy locations, the wmnfriendly
automatic weapms fire became sileat. While the 15 VNN and AEVN were bsing
nedevaced at the Ham Lucng Ferry landing and the troops were disezbarking,

100 TREEIDIRTIpY
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three rescue mits from Dong Tam returned to the stricken vessels and took
then in tow. The crippled CCB did not stay in Dong Tam with the other RAG
units but continned to My Tho in order to deliver the ons Vietnsmess sailor
who was killed in the skirmish.

The Vinh Long based RAG's 23/31 regularly escorted logistic craft on the
Mang Thit-Nicolai Canal and supported 9th ARVH Division operation Chumg Thien
Province alag with the RAG!s 25/29 nomeported at Can Tho. The RAG 26 located
at Long Xuyen was assigned to the Xien Giang Sector for operatims with the
21st ARW Divisim. This included ampaibious operations out of Kien An an the
Cal Lon River.

Amohiblons Task Force 211

Arpliiblons Task Farce 211, which is composed of RAID's 70, 71, 72, 73,
Th, and 75 with the conbined asssts of 108 riverine craft, participated in
river patrols, axphibious and interdictim operatims, logistics 1ifts, and
Psyops zrd eivic action missins.  The L97 river patrols and 1,LL7 amphiblous
operaticns that they conducted in Novewber accomnted for the major utilisatiom 7
of the RAID's. Tha nunber of river patrols was camparshle to the October fig-
ure. However, ths number of amphibions operations dropped by more than 500
missions from the October total of 2,010 missions,

The two oldest RAID's, 70 and 71, ATG 211.1, caatimued to carry out ine
terdiction missions in Giant Slingshot operations on the Vam Co Dang and Vam
Co Ty Rivers fro their respective bases at Tan An, CTB 194.9.4.2, and Ben
Lue, CTE 154.9.0.2. Although the RAID's 70 and 71 assets had their head~

- quarters at Ben Luc and Ten An, thoirnnitsmreguhrlyopouung ot of

102 GOEFIBETIAL
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Ben Xeo (Tay Ninh.), Tra Cu, and Moc Hoa. (See discussion of Giant Slingshot L

in SEA LORDS Summary for further details of the operatimns of RAID's 70 and ;

m. a f

‘ The ATG 211.3, composed of 52 riverine craft of RAID's 72, 7k, and' 75, E
X and the kth and 6th Infantry Battalions, VNKC, with their supporting artillery R}
2 » mits, agressively pursued the enemy in the U-Minh Forest of Kiem Giang Pro-
b a ; vince. The RAID craft, operating from base locations at Tan Bang (VR 996 :
SO ¢ 3 5i2) and Dong Hung (VR 9k2 621), wtilized the Can Gao Canal and connecting {
: ; ‘ waterways to provide their basic 1ift and fire support capability to the :
: i Vietnamese Marines, . %
: The _amching of the enemy win*er-spring campaign in the kth CTZ in g
i. : the-beginning of November was considered to have reached & high point ,
3 the night of 6/7 Novenber whem Ll individual fire attacks and no ground = )
E attacks vere reported in the Delta. The previcus night of 5/6 November, Co
- ; ] there were 16 individual fire attacks and four grownd aitacks including E_‘
3 the eneny assualts against the VNN VMMC forces positimed at Tan Bang

§ (VR 996 542) and I;ong Hung (VR 942 621). The attack at Dong Hung was the _ E:{

scens of the heaviest fighting that the new RAID's had engaged in, While . “‘

moored at the ATF 211 command post at Dong Hung, the RAID craft and come
mand post came under 82mm mortar attack at appraximately 0130. The mortar
attack ceased at about 0145 nly to resums at 0300 with the added fire
pover of 60w mortars, B-hO/LU1 rockets and S7mm recoiless rifles. Under

the cover of the heavy barrege of mortar, rocket, and recoiless rifle fire, N

3 approxinately two battalims of VC surrowded and attacked the commnd post. .

¥hen 1t was imminent that the friendly positions were going to be overrmn, ::j

. - .. k

the WNMC staff, advisors, and most of the troops of the tuo companies of the r

3 ' 3 g
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6th Infantry Battalion boarded the RAID boais o the west bank allowing the "” '

VC forces to destroy the tents, huts, bunkers, and comsmications equipnent

that the marines were forced to leave behind. All the RAID boats travaled %

to the east bank. From this positim, they were able to place only limited f L

fire upm the enemy because of some VNMC that still remained on the \;est’ ? §

bank. From the CCB, the friendly forces were able to call in spooky and -

shadow aircraft who were able to respand to the call and remain on station .

until 0630 when the enemy forces broke off the ground attack. E

The VC battalion had inflicted heavy casualties and damage on the VNN/
VNMC forces in the 1solated incident, but they paid dearly for their efforts.

kel TR T I Ry

A total of 19 of the 21 RATD 72 and 7h boats suffered varying degrees of ,

battle damage but no boats were sunk, and only three craft with flooded 'i ;
engine rooms could not move under their own pm;ar. The command post and ‘
camunication center were severely damaged. The marines suffered 30 killed, ‘
84 wounded, ard three missing. The two USN edvisors to RAID 7h, ¥ho re- : E

celved minor shramel wourds, GMG1 Gercis ard BM1 Stauber, were more for-
tunate than the two VNN who died fighting and 36 other VNN who were wounded. g
The VNMC reported that 85 VC were killed im this attack and ensuing actions.
The following enery weapans were recovered: 16 AK-I7's, three B-LO/41 rocket

-
fis e LR B LT TP

laumchers, and ons Chicom machine gun,

RN

There were no VNN casualties or damage as a result of the mortar attack

on Tan Bang a the same morning. Howsver, later that moming, RATD 75 boats :

engaged in an enemy arbush while n a river patrol betwsen Tan Bang and Deng

Hung (VR 948 610). Three VC were killed and eight VNY were wounded. One . '::

*  ATC was slightly damaged from a B-LO rocket hit. : 3 s
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g Seewingly undamted in their willingness to confront the VNN/VNMC forces,
;. the VC, estimated at battalion size, attacked the Dang Hung positica @i the
3 “ evening of 7/8 NoverSer. Following approximately 75 rounds of 82mm mortars, :
5 5 : ; B-L0 and B-Ui1 rockets, the VC force momted successive ground attacks from :
° ? . the southeast and scathwest., The valiant attempts were squelched by the come ,
. L ' bined efforts of helo gunship, the RAID units, and the VNMC ground forces.
E’ 4 ‘ Twenty VC were elinminated by the friendly forces, but five marines and one A
F W sailar lost their lives, and eight marines and two Vi sailors received C
r z wounds. Major damage was sustained in two of the RAID craft, and a third ‘
sank. As they fled, the VC were careful to pick up the weapms of their -
3 fallen comrades. Only one AK-L7 was captured. : ‘t_'
. ; o
s ] . : I
: ' The first six weeks of the operations in the U-Minh Forost went largely ) k
: H unchsllenged. However, faced with a continued build up of friendly forces,
* the enery had decided, at least in the opening days of Nove:  , %o wage com- : =
- ; parativaly large scale offensive operations in order to re-ertablish his hold :
E:: on the area. The U-Minh Forest has consistently been an integral part of ;
_ﬂ 1 ;: the eneny plans for the Delta, and the positive effects of the GVN accelerated
3 ;j pacification program and friendly offensive operations have delinitely impaired ”
g their activities. ’ -,
Because of the extensive battle damsge and general material condition of ~_
the RAID 72, 7h, and 75 wnits, 15 RADD 72 and 7L boats proceeded to the USS
i ASKART (ARL 30) at Long Xuyen in order to carry cut the required maintenance. =
In order to fill the craft vacancy, ten RAID 73 transited from Thoi Binh :
(WR 100 320) to Deng Hmg on 9 and 10 Noveuwber. Their arrival brought about
the realignment of ATG 211.2 to include both RAID's 73 and 7S. The relief of :
) ATG 211.3 by ATG 211.2 at Dong Hug an 10 November was affectsd since the L'
20 BOBFIDERTIN ¢
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. : Anphibious operaticns and vaterborne guardposts with Vietnamese marine [
O mits through the redainler of the mnth met daily resistance. On 13 No- o ;

“ vezbar, Dang Hung came wder mcrtar attack again with 25 82m mortar rounds ‘ ;——‘
being fired at the ccamand post and incoing helos. Qne Vietnamess ssilor .

and four marines vers killed, and 13 marines, e USMC advisor, and one VNN j:}:j::

were wondsd. The 6th Infantry Battalion, VNXC, was relieved by an ARVN :_:Z:_J

vy
/i v

g Ranger Battalion of its security assignment at Tan Bang an il Novewder. 0.
3 ; Howsver, ths marines continwd offensive opsratins in the sams general ; ;-:f:::
] ares. i e

S In erdsr to have ths best utilisaticm of the RATD craft, it was de- e
: " cided to redoploy RAID 73 to the Scag Gag Doo area of opsratims. After :

‘ 1ifting txo companies cf the Sth Infentry Battalien o Tan Bang ca 25
Noverber, the RAID 73 wits peecseded to Ca Fou in anticlipetin of re~

PPN

lieving U} RED 131 wmits at ths end of the mmth,

it
\
v

Movawnt of the 10%= hewitser from Ten Bong to a mew locetiom about . ; o
ten miles north nertheast of Tag Hmg (HR 005 780) took place ca 27 XNo- FERE

'5 é varher. A%t ths sams time, cther equirmamt was moved to Dng Hng, snd a1l !____
9 the RAID craft previcusly lozated at Ten Bang wers repositioned at Dong Bung. . ‘.‘;‘-_Ej
" ; (Sss VT Swmeary for further details of ATO 211.2 &nd AT0 211.3 opsratiems). =

e
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As of 30 November, the Vietnamess Navy had the following number and 5 N

types of craft assigned as indicated: ; ;:'.

; o

: Logistic Ships 23 , =
Patrol Ships m 5 -

) PCF'a 33 ‘
WEB's _ s =

1st Coastal Zone Junks L7 E

1st Coastal Zone, RAG 32 17

2nd Coastal Zone dunks 57 -

3rd Coastal Zone Junks 65 o

1

ith Coastal Zone Junks S7 . =

' 3rd Riverine Area RAG's . 62 ; N
Lith Riverine Avea RAG's 102 ‘
Amphibious Task Force 211 108

Task Farce 212 (RPG's)? 83 -

Central Task Force3 65

Total 768 ;

1. ATF inclwdes RAID's 70, 71, 72, 73,

2. TF 212 includes all PBR's assigned to RPG's 51, 52, 3, and Sh

) 3. Central Task Force includes RAG!'s 27, 81, and 91 .:::
. | *
¥ .
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Yietnanese Marine Corps % '

While employed exclusively in the III and IV Corps tactical aress, ,,

the Vietnamese Marine Corps and their U.S, Marine Corps Advisors aggressively

sought out the enemy through the utilization of amphibious, heliborme, - g
recennaissance, defense and security operations. The Marine and enemy ? :_
casualty statistics were almost a direct reflection of the activity of the ) .
Ath, 5th and 6th Infantry Battalions and their supporting units in the 0
U-Minh Forest. The launching of the enexy?!s wWinter Spring Campaign in the b:%

Delta was considered to have taken place in the period 5-8 Kovesder, On

_the evening of 5-6 Novenber, the ViMC Brigade *B" headquarters, two companies
of the 6th Infantry Battalion, Battery C of the Artillery Battalion amd E
21 BAID 72 and 74 craft at Dong Hung (VR 9LL 620) were subjested to a stand
off attack of approximately 500 rounds of 82m=m mortars and B-40/L1 rockets.

LR

This was followed by a ground assault directed against the Brigade CP, which
was successfully repulsed by the VNMC and VEN Forces. The final results were:

et 2 AN
e s et i
FRy e

30 pmarines, two VXN, and 85 VC killied; 88 marines and 38 VEN (including twe

USN advisors) wounded; hegvy . demege to the command post and to the RAID :';
craft; sixteen AK-47's, three B-40/L1 lminchers and one CHIC(M machine gun ;:
captured, Brigade "AW !“'

The Brigade "A" staff was in a six hour reserve standby status to JGS \

witil 10 ¥oveaber when it departed Ssigon to relieve Brigade "B* located

in the U-Mink Forest., Tke Battery "A" of thes lst Artillery Battalion ’;,
Joired the Brigade at Dong Tam. The reiieving process was completed on _;

12 Kovember 7.t Dong Hung (VR 94k 620). The Brigade "A® and é&teq np® 'r ‘ ‘

. wtilized tho sites vacated by Brigade "B* and Battery "C". The following - i
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day the commsnd post caws under a VC 82mm mortar attack. Twenty-six E ,_}-
rounds landed with pinpoint accuracy in the camand post causing 25 casualties f 'f
. anong the 4th Battalion, the artillery battery, the brigade staff, and the f ?
VNN, One VNN officer was killed and the USMC artillery advisor, Captain ' E
) R. Porter, recsived shrapnel wounds in the face. The headquarters functioned g
the remainder of the month as the coordinator of the marine units and air ;
and waterbome assets that operated in the area. rj
Brigade "B"
The Brigade *B* staff functioned as the headquarters unit for the VNMC
units operating in the U-Minh Forest through 12 November. After they were %
reliaved by Brigade "A", the Brigade "B" staff and Battery "C" traveled to :
Rach Soi (WS 151 007) whers thsy re=ained overnight before procesding to *
Saigon via Cen Tho. Leaving Battery "C* at Dong Tam, the Brigade "B" f
Hesdquarters arrived at the VI2iC Headquarters on 14 November and assumed ;
the six hour alert status to JGS thl'xt. was previocusly filled by the Brigade “
A" staff. ,:
-
ist Infantry Battalion 5—
The 1st Irfantry Battalion was assigned a one hour alert status as :
JGS reserve at Cam, Nguyen Van Who (XS 874 935) for the entire month with 3
the exception of the period 3-9 November when it returned to its base camp ;;
- at Thu Due (XT 922 007) for one week of training and rehabilitatien. i
2nd Infantry Battalion :
From 1-6 November the 2nd Infantry Battalion, stationed at Ben Ine !
. (XS 625 756), was under the operational control of the Giamt Slingshot :
g
' .
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Coamarnder,CTG 194.9. From positions to t:ho south and southeast of Ben _ .‘
Iue (XS 558 834, X3 553 809, XS 625 736), the 2nd Battalion units sent
out platoon sized patrols and night squad single guard posts. Although . ‘ ’ *
the battalion did not establish enemy contact during this period, they E:" '
uncovered a sxall cache on 2 November that contained 100 handmade grensdes, - ; '
143 rifle grenades and 200 rounds of carbine memunition (st X5 547 806).
Changing operational control to the 5th ARVH Ranger Group om 6 Novem- i"*‘
ber, the 2nd Battalion movedtoa new location. four miles east of Saigon ‘
J (XS 754 938). There were negative results through 10 Movexmber when the i-
- Battalion was assigned an opsrational area that stretched from six kilo- .
:.i meters west of Saigon to the Vam Co Dong River., In order to facilitate E,:
operations in the area, the Battalion headquarters and one coapany relocated
to Pire Support Base Barbara (IS 571 856). The remaining battalion units ‘: .
were stratesically located in the area (XS 704 845, IS 875 820, XS 587 826). ‘ o
The 2nd Battalion carried out air mobile cperations in conjunction with the !""‘
U.S. 25th Infantry Division with negative results until 24 Novexber. After - {:
the 3rd Bsttalion relieved the 2nd Battalion on 2 Noveaber, the 2nd Battalion
j returned to the Thu Duc base camp and a six hour alert status under JCS ‘ .
control. ———
3rd Infantry Battalion
- 1 From 1-15 Novesber, the 3rd Infantry Battalion underwent refresher S
;' training at the Van Kiep National Training Center (IS 400 610). With the i .ﬂ
4 completion of four weeks of refreshsr training on 15 Hovenber, the Battalion o
} was placed on 6 hour alert as JGS Reserve. The following day they returned : \~
S ™
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to their Thu Duc base camp. On 24 November the 3rd Battalfon exchanged
missions with the 2nd Battalion and came under the operational control
of the 5th Ranger Group ARVN. The Battalion deployed an average of

eight squad and five platoon sized guardposts per night. There was neg-

ative enemy contact for the remsinder of the month,

Lth Infantry Battalion

The 4th Infantry Battalion served in various capacities as one of
the ground elements of ATF 211 in the U-Minh Forest in Novembsr, The
unit r-4 with light resistance on 5 November (VR 873 665)., Five VC
were killed, one VC was captured and CKC rifle and some hand grenades
wers taken into custody, Contact was again established on 6 November
resulting in ons VC and two VNHC beinz killed and five marines being
wounded, As 3 resunlt of the enamy attack on the ATF Headquarters on
the morning of 5/6 Novewber, two campanies were moved to reinforce the
security of the co=mand post ‘at Dong Hung on the afternoon of 6 November.
On 13 November vhen the ATP 211 Headquarters came under 82mm mortar
attack, the Lth Battalion took the brunt of the casualties, Four of
their men were killed and another 14 were wounded, The same day, the
fourth Battalion engaged & 1C force at VR §02 605, killing two of thea
and capturing five grenades and one knife,

After the Ath Battalion was relieved as the ATF 211 Headnuarter
sscurity force on 23 Noveaber, it was helo lifted inte seweral areas
of suspected VC activity., Three VC were captured on 25 November (VR
862 718) and one kilogram of documents was fournd on 26 November.
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: 'f: On 30 .ovember, elements of the battalion found and destroyed a VC com= iz
;; plex consisting of a first aid station, an infermation -enter and an ? ;
E 4 armory. 7Two pistols, one Russisan rifls, one shotgun, ten boxes of TNT, f
::: :3 one PRC 25 radio, threo. 1C5am shells and some miscellaneous rifle parts ) é"
‘. : were removed from the VC complex, ’ . ' -t:
o 3 o
), | 5th Infantry Battalion N
o The 5th Infantry Battalion operated as an element of ATF 211 in the F
- 3 3 Song Ong Doc District of An Xuyen Province and in the U-Minh Forest ares f
1 3 of Kien Giang Province in November, An awbush on the evening of 6 Novem- : i

: ber fourteen miles west southwest of Ca Mau (VR 926 057) enced with the ' E

J death of thres VC, the capture of one CXC rifls, two adnes, ten hand :

| grenades, 500 rounds of amall arms ammunition, 800 kilograms of rice amd

two kilograms of documents, and the destruction of one sampan. Early the X

following morning, a marine squad ocutpost (VR 977 036) was overrun by an ; ::

- unknown sized enawy force after the outpost had been taken under fire with : ,

E tventy rounds of 60mm mortar, B-40 and B-41 rockets. Five marines wers t ‘

’ killed, four were wournded, and five K-16's and one M-79 grensde launcher ) ;

; 1 were taken from the marines, The enemy was not to bs spared casualties i 5

as five of their men were killed, one was captured, and twenty B-40 _
rockets and twelve enemy handigrenades were recovered. .-‘-,'

3 4 ] o
5: Between 14 and 17 November, the 5th Battalion conecentrated on opere "
ations between the western edge of the U-Minh Forest and the Gulf of )
N : ) Thailsnd. On 16 November the marines joined forees with U.S. Air Cavalry
’:— ; Tforces to kill 41 VC and destroy fifteen sampans on a sxall canal three ’ "'
t ‘ and one half miles southwest of Dong Hung (VR 893 658). -
. 2 CORFIDEATIAL R
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Minor incidents were reported during the remainder of the month

shile the battalion headquarters and tvo companies occupied defensive

positions in Dong Bung _and the other companies screened an area up
to five k3lometers around the ATF command post at Dong Hung

6th Infantry Battalion

The 6th Infantry Bettaliom supported ATF 211 operations in the
U-Minh Forest the entire month of .Kovember. Yorking with U.S. Air
Cavalry units on 3 November approxirately ten miles southeast of Dong
Hung (WR 053 473), the combined force killed 22 VC and destroyed two
VC platoon sized base camps and three sampans. Concurrent with the
attack on the ATF 211 headguarters at Dong Hung on 6 November, the
6th Battalion headquarters at Tan Bang (VR 992 5L4) received fifteen

rounds of 82rm mortars that wounded sixteen Rarines.

After the 6th Battalion ¥as relieved of its security mission at
Tau Bang ty an ARVN Renger Battalion on 14 Hovezmber, the marines initi-
ated operations to the northwest and the west to within one kilometer
of the Gulf of Thailand. Between 16 and 20 November they met with daily
resistence. A strong enexy force was engaged in the middle of the after-
noon of 17 November and lasted until approximately 0400 the following
morning (VR 850 569). Three msrines were killed and anether 22 were
wounded in the bloody battle. A sweep of the battle field on the morn-
ing of 18 November revealed thirtesn dead VC, one AK-47, three cartridge

belts, twenty 60em mortar rounds, one B-4LO launcher and fiftesn grenades, -
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Squad size contacts on 19 November yielded five VC killed, and

the capturing of one VC, one sutmachinegun, two cartridge belts, twelve .

bhandgrenades and one kilogram of documents, Five thousand kilograms .

of 3alt and 57 sampans wers also destroyed,

During the rest of the month, the 6th Battslion had almost dally
contact v.ich ended in casuxlties and loss of equipment to the enemy,
¥hen the VC attacked one company of marines in night defensive rositions
on 23-2l, Novenber, they were driven off by the organic weapons of the
marines and U,S. and VN Air strikes, Two marines were killed in the
attack and another three were woundod, The VC lost thirteen men, and °

the use of three hone-made rocket launchers, six hcme-made rockets, eight
B-40 rockets, two belts of 50 caliber machinegun amamnition, seventeen ;

grenades and fifteen TNT charges,

The discovery of a fifty bed hospital and small information center
(VB 861 569) to VR 873 591) on 29 Novexber was another indication of
the heavy involvement the VC have in the U-Minh Forest, Before the
marines desiroyed the complex, they recovered ten kdlograms of medical
supplies, ons kilogram of documents, twenty 1.5 volt batteries and a

YC Flag.

7th Infantry Battalion

On 1 November the 7th Infantry Battalion was formed under'an
authoriged force structure increase. The Eattalion has been located in
the rear area of the VINC Training Center at Thu Duc where training and
further organization are being implemented. The unit strngth on 1 Nov-
ewber was 692 men including 33 officers, 80 NCO's and 579 men.
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In addition to training and or gaization, the mew battalion has

.
P

been manning security outposts and escorting the movements of the two
two brigade hesdcuarters and artillery Batteria Aand C to md from . =
Kl hd ;
) 1st and 2nd Artillery Battalions : :g
: : : i-:nployment of the artillery batteries 1is 4ncluded in the Operstion- .
: 2l Control summary that follows,
7 ' | | . !
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VNN/VNMC STATISTICAL SUMMARY

VIETNAMESE NAVY:
. Daily Average

Oper Empl
COASTAL FORCE
I L9.8 u7.7 14,829
II  L4o.8 Lo.s Lh.722  lWh,T22
117 L6 6.1 8,180

5 0 28,280
w 37.6 37.5 11,57 35,61
Sub~totals: 50,3 15'1‘,?5%

2 o
3 9L0
Bfgﬂli 18,0

39,200
8,h°9
3,132

Searched
Junks People

58,717

#FLEET COMMAND
“PATROL GHIPS 26.3 23.3
WPB's/PCF's 29.0 17.4
Sub-totals:

RIVERINE AREA
RIVER ASSAULT GROUPS 13Ls.3 127.h
TF 211 72.5 71.9
TF 212 78.5 65.8

7,100
3,390 |
9,601

HCENTRAL TASK FORCE hk.O L0.0 0 0

Detained

TOTALS: 75,523 264,05k

VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS: (through 27 Novenber)
VC/NVA:
VNMC:

KIA_ 249 Captured__33 " Suspects detained 27

3

KIA__ %9 WIA 199 MIA

Hoi Chanhs

7
*Provided 28 Zuniire support missians.

#Includes RAG 27 and RTEG

17
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PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS AND CIVIC ACTION SUMMARY ) ‘j

tn oveaber 36 VC rallied to USK and VAN forces, Although this s '
considerably more than the nineteen who chied hold in October, it did not : J
surpass the record nigh of 208 Hoi Chanh that was experienced in July. . ";
e VAN Coastal Group 14 located in the Gus Dal Eiver Rasin of 1 c1Z i i
accounted for approximately one palf of the ralliers. Poor living conditions B : :',
<4 lack of interest in the fighting were relatively comeon FeRsod this E
particular Hol Chanh gave for rallying to the government, %
In the Danang area 8,213 Vietnamese received pedical aid from MEDCAP*s ﬁf

i the HAVSUPPACT facilties ard aobile teans. Tho dental facilities at .
the NSAD station hespital and ab Ca=p Tien Sha treated total of 389 o L‘__
Vietnsasese dental patients. Ancther 1463 Vietnanese were the recipients of %":
dontsl aid from the mobile teass and outlying NSA detachments. The MSA
Danang rendered civic action assistance to 22 schools, fhree orphanages, . -
thres dispensaries and L2 separate institutions during the zonth. Ons of : “"
the special projects that is under construction is 3 two story, six room P‘
Catholic school in the nearby village of Nhuong Nzhia. Nost of the man~
power for this project are being provided by the mesbers of the local
parish. :_
Elements of the Thind Naval Construction Bsttalion accourt.ed for ;

2,840 medical/dental treatments.including fourteen emergency svacuations ‘
and two curgical cases, The Seabes temms reported that they hed completed -
38 projects in November, including one school, two housing projects, three ~
warehouses, five bri;igos, six putlic buildings, one medical facility, one ‘

:E-.
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electrie project, three road upgrades, three new roads and thirteen 9.
other miscellaneous projects. The Seabes Team 0103 based in My Tho g
completed the Farmers. Association Warehouse in nearby Tho Gao (XS 603 ’ f
441) during the month. The 12 meter X 29 meter building feature the liberal  * :_‘~__
use of steel and concrete., Seabee Team 0705, located in Gia Dinh Province ; :.""*
northeast of Saigon (XT 933 007), campleted work on the 8 meter X 23 meter *
sencrete block building that was utilized as a 200-man galley by the Youth é‘:“.:;
AR

:

B

Servites of Thu Duc. The Vinh My electrical system (WR 661 229) which

T

_'n'}

consists of a 30 KW generator amd a three wire electrical distribution

bs

A N

system with 51 street lights was completed by Seabee 0811 working out of

U}

A
o .
A

the city of Bac Lieu (WR 813 275). Seabes Tezm 0811 also caapleted a
3 three room 10 moter X 14 meter plastered block recovery room for the Bac : z
] 1ien Province Hospital f :‘
: s
j A very unusual PSYOPS operation imvolved CBHU-302 at Cam Ranh Bay . ::
; on I, November. Mid-day a large whale carcass estimated to weigh four tons - - ';j:
] had washed ashore on the beach.at the U.S. Naval Commmnications: Station, o

Can Ranh Bay. The large whale had been dead seven to ten days ard the ;

after section was all but gone. A request was made and approved to remove s

the carcass from the beach and bury it in the Vietnamese village of Cam -
‘ Ranh, Ths Seabees arrived at-the beach with bulldozers, front loaders, ,_‘:;::..
dump trucks and plenty of manpower. About thirty Vietnamese villagers and
- . - sailors from the support facility and the communications station we.os also i—:
on hand, After fighting the pounding surf for three hours, the carcass was
1 ) loaded into trucks which the villagers draped with red bunting for the o
‘ : eight mils trip to the village, Tha whale was buried during a solemn
5 religious ceremony which was attended by the entire village and the Seabees. L
3 ,‘,:_:,
k [N
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It is understood thet the Vietnamese fisherman consider the washing
ashore of a whale carcass as.an extremely good omen weil worth the effort
expended to recover and bury it. The first Vietnamese fisherman to s.igit
the whzle will conduct burial ceremonies and will celebrate the day of
finding once each year for three years in order that the fisherman from

the village will prosper and have bountiful fishing.

The Riverine Strike Group PSYOPS team and RAD 152 medical personnel
carried out a MECAP on 3 November thirteen miles south of Saigon in the
Dong Binh Village (XS 837 685). The local villege chief was very cooperative

and arranged for an sdequate location for the operation. While the medicsl

personnel treated the 135 patients and distributed tooth brushes, tooth-
paste and medical aupplies, the PSYOPS persomnel distrituted pamphleta,

newspapers, cook books amd children's story books.

Psychological Operations personnel in the RSSZ placed contimued emphasis
on the KEDCAPS, DENTCAPS, leaflet drops and pre-recorded leudspeaker brosd-
casts, A stardard PSYOPS was completed on 11 Rovember by TG 116.9 personnel
utilizing a USA Slick helo for transportation. A total of 75,000 mixed
PSYOFS leaflets wers dropped into suspected enemy locations in the northern
RSSZ (YS 140 740 and YS 160 760),

One of ths weekly HEDCAPS regularly planned by the Clearwater forces
was condacted on 18 November in the village of Vinh Thanh (YD 982 185).
HNC ¥ontgomery assisted by the PER crews and VNN ACTOV trainess treated
150 chdidren and adults. Various items and ;.:anphlets were distritnted
including 75 bars of soap, 50 packages of tobacco, 25 boxes of book
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matches, 30 magazines, 50 anti-VC and 25 pro-GVN leaflets, and 100 -

medical lea.flet.a.

A TG 115.1 Sea Tiger operation south of Danang (vicinity BT 180 543

to 1538 52L) featured loudspeaker PSYCPS broadcasts in areas where recent .
: VC have rallied. Some of the more interesting PSYOPE tapes were entitled
"who are your enemies?", "Hanoi has abandoned your cause", and “come home

to your fanily that fears you will die." At one point in the patrol two

males were sighted inland wearing civilian clothes. However, the tapes ‘
52_';.

ard a personal coercexent by the VNN crew member were not sufficient £
(..‘..

inducement for the men to close to the PLF. . rif;
At Ope¢ration Sea Ploat/Solid Anchor near 0ld Nam Can City on the ; E'-:::
lower Ca Mau Peninsula the pacification effort made noteworthy progress in : '{:3
H ;‘-.:

'-“.

November. On 3 November the ground work was laid at the annex for a new

!

and larger school. The old school has been divided for use as a school

)y,

by the VKR PSYOPS team and as a check poimt for all people traveling in the o
area. o
o

* L'_‘

In order to improve the operation of the commnity the Nam Can District

v = —y emawse
et ¢
. . _"'.

«
Al

Chief has provided a temporary hamlet chief who well serve in that capacity

e
e’ ¢
TR

until the resettles can organize their hamlet and hold elections,

Ten additional RP troops arrired at the amnex on 13 Noveaber. Along L
with their weapons, they brought concertina, barbed wire and stesl posts
. for the construction of an ocutpost (vieinity WQ 072 702). A Revolutionary

Development Teanm finished construction of a small pier at the annex on
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15 Novenber. The log pier will accommodate the VNN YABUTA Junks and

the wood cutter sanpans,

G p s me v

Beg-hming on 17 November, in addition to the normal Sea Float annex
a Sea Float annex east was established on a temporary basis at the junction
of the Cua Lon, Bo De and Dam Doi Rivers (WQ 213 719). It is hoped that :
the indigenous people of the surrounding areas will respond as enthusias- ‘

tically as the people have at the original annex. 4

The following is a comparison of the statistics of the no-fire sone .
-_.j . for the last four months: :

E ; Date No. Houses Fo, Sampans Stable Population Transient Population :
- - 30 Aug 25 180 160 540

2 Sep 110 26 660 798
28 Oct 101 540 2,406 1,620 :
N¥r 703 75 4,218 2,325

PRICERPN

»
L fas s stk
nt
b’z T T SR NP R S, .
DA S ¢ ST,
g f")‘ll{1‘_‘l,_; S-A-.'._ e

. 1 BRovr 78 780 b,704 2,340 o
. The present total populaf-_ion of approximately 7,000 pecple repmmhﬂ.
about 23% of the Maiz Can District population and has raised the total ..
popalation of the Sea Float area of opsration from approximstely 5,000 to -
; about 12,000, This has increased the percentage of the residents under {
direct gun protection of Sea Float forces from 45% in October to 58% in :-:::
November, o
4 =
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USN CIVIC ACTION STATISTICAL SUMMARY

3 26 SEP - 25 OCT P
5 L

2 LOTAL NWEER OF MAN-DAYS* PESSGINEL OF UNITS ENGAGED IV CIVIC S

ACTION PROJECIST 1,900.5 N

P

SUPPLIES CONTRIBUTED BY MILTTARY RESOURCES FOR CIVIC ,
Vn$ 1,137,756 13

COST OF
ACTION PROJECISS

1] : EXPENDITURES FROM THE US/FWXAF CIVIC ACTICN PSYWAR FUND: RS 213,130 ’ .
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VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS$

PERCENTAGE OF U. S. MILITARY CIVIC ACTION ACTIVITIES
CONDUCTED JOINTLY Wilhs

- : Other FRMAF LSt
st ; RVNAF . 5 .oﬁ }-
: U. S. civilian voluntary agencies of
self-help by WN civilianss Labor .
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3 INSTITUES ASSISTED
K W
Schools . . o
3 Orphansges 23
A E Hospitals/Dispensaries 1
F Others 30
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4s part of the Y. S. Coast Guard's SCATICR (Small Craft Assets, Train-
ing, and Turnover of Resources) vrogram, Bii? FcFadden instructs his Vietna-

mese ccmterpart, Do Tri, in the use of a fire hrre during a shipboard fire

drill.
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ACCELERATED TURNOVER PROGRAM AND TRAINING SUMMARY

P N R i

The tumover of thirteen PCF's to the Vietnamese Navy on 31 October
was followed by the turnover of the Coastal Surveillance Center at Qui
Nhon, the reporting facility for the Market Time stations which the new

)
T T P

Vietnamese PCP's are patrolling. ’ .

Altheugh Vice Adeirel E. R. Zwmalt, Jr., Comsander U.S. Naval Porces, .

Vietnan and Coxmodore Tran Van Chon, Chief of Naval Operations, Vietnmmese
Navy had planned to be p}esent at the ceremony which was held on 5 Novem-

ber at Qui Nhon, they wers forced to remain in the air because unsatisfactory
weather conditions prevented their plans from landing. The two officials
of their respective governments maintained woice cawmnications with the

cerexony site ard signed the official transfer decuments while circling -
Qui Xhon, )

This was the second coastal surveillance center that has bean turned

over to the Vistnsnese. The center at An Thol has been operated by the -

Yietnsmese Navy since June 1969, The USN advisory staff at Qui Mhon

including the repair facility, the surveillance center, and the PCP riders

presently mmbers approximately 4O men, .

There were three turnover ceremonies of waterborne assets in ¥ovember,

On the morning of 7 November, a brief ceremony was held in order to -
officially transfer two LCM-8's to the Vietnamese Favy. This was the .
third turnever of logistic craft at Danang this year, In August, one LCU L l.'-'-'.—-‘:

wa: transferred to the VAN, and in October, four LGH-8's wers signed over

to the Vietnemess Navy,
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Two more U.S. Coast Guard WPB's were transferred to the Vietnsmese : :
:“ =3 Navy during separate ceremonies at Dansng and at Cat Lo. On 11 ovember V '
:: ' at the Small Craft Repair Paci’tiy in Danang, Captain Ralph W, Niess, :
" ' Commarder U.S. Coast Guard Activities Vietnam, and Captain Nguyen Van f
r ’ 3 ] Thong, Cosmander First Coastal Zone, Vietnamese Navy, signed the official :
"_ documents which transferred the POINT GAMMON to the Vietnamese Mavy. In
¢ preparation for this turnover, the POINT GAMMON, designated SCATTOR 4
C: x which identified it as the fourth WPB to commence the prograam, graduslly ;
3 x integrated the VAN sailors into the WPB operations until the entire crew ,L
! % was manned by the VNN with the exception of the capt.-dn. ¥When the unit
; , 3 became a VNN asset, the VAN prospective commanding officer, who had been : 7
4 ] . serving as executive officer, was put in command, i
-k - '
) : In & similar cerexony at the Cat Lo Naval Support Activity Detachmert Dot
;: on 17 Kovexber, the USCG WPB POINT CQMF(RT, which had been labeled as : :f
g SCATI(R 5, was turnod ever to the Vietnirese Navy. Captain Ralph W. Kiees %‘
-} again represented the U.S. government, and Corwodors Tran Van Chon, Chief :
1 K of Haval Opsrations, Vietnarmse Havy accepted the vessel on behalf of the
i ; Vietmuens, .
i A _ Since the implementation of the SCATI(R Progrem, thers have been :
¢ ~ five WPB's added to tho Vietnamese XNavy. The following is a recapitulation
1 1 ) of all the KPB's that have been turned over. N
3 1 SCATTOR §  Date USCG Mene VN §  Coastal Zoue Ops Ia f
i : 1 16 Kay 69 POINT GARNET HQ 700 IOI & IV .
2 16 Nay 69 POINT LEAGUE  HQ 701 II & XV
Iy ‘.
: -
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CONFlpEYT.2:

3 15 Sep 69 POINT CLEAR HQ 702 III & IV
s 11 Yov 69  POINT GAMMON HQ 703 b & e
5 17 Nov 69 POINT COMFORT HQ 704 Il & IV ’

PreetE

LR T

With the first turnover of PCF's successfully completed, the USH
START personnel were able t> focus their attention in the milestones yet -

. R R Yot e, »
e b o B e A R L g R g SN
A

to be accomplished. The invaluahle experience gained through the trsining .
of the first turnover crews is anticipated to eliminate many previcus :
probleas ami to result in a mxinum training effort realized. . As of 25
¥ovember, there wers 215 VNN trainees in various stages of on-the-jJob

LYW W

e Mo

LW

-7 : training at the PC? bases throughout Vietnam. Thirty-four of these trainees

havs successfully completed the course of imstruction. In order to solidify

the chain of command z=aong ths trainass after the formation of the VAN FCF
crews, the respective Vil Coastal Zone commanders are issning orders to each
‘ treinee spacificglly assigning him to a VAN prospective 0inC. Both the

] : trainse and ths 0inC are being notified that the VEN 0inC is clearly

LT JV V) N 7 P DI SOV 1Y)

responsible for disciplinary control, training progress, and overall welfare
of the tralnes. The practice of docking of VAN trainee pay for instances of

Al bt S tegs o b

unauthorized absences &nd missing patrols has besn universaliy adopted and
has proven successful in deterring such disciplinary problems.

CO:RIVPATFLOT FIVE regorted at the snd of the month that the PER VN

training was proceeding in a satisfactory menner. One of the SEA LORDS
Operation Cemzznders, CTG 194.2 on ths Song Ong Doc, has inavgursted a
treining program whershy the VX liaison officer. an off duty U.S. Patrol

Officer, and VRN trainess carry out a boat and wsapons trsining sesaion

- CCEFIDENTINL
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each afterncon prior to sending the trainees out on patrol. The probi-.
of infrequent or otal lack of pay for the VAN trainees appear to have
been solved and hes contrituted in a positive manner to the morale and

the performarce of the men. The guidance of the VNN PER Commander C TP 212

has increased the effectiveness of the VNN liaison officer., .

Since the majority of the river assanlt craft that are adwinistratively
assigned to TF 194.7, are under the operaticnal control of other commanders,
the continued succeas of the RAC ACTOV training rested heavily on the on-
sceps commanders, Each coeiander has been directed to devote the
equivalent of one day per week to each RAC and his control for training.

The progran to be carried out for the remainder of ths RAC to be turned
over has been divided into thres phases, The first phase will stress
individual skili develorzent and completion of the pactical factors, The
second phase is designed to organize the trainees into thres man boat crews
with thelr assigrments based on the aptitude they demonstrated during the
initial phase ard to comzence treining as boat crew., The final phase will
coxplete the boat crew and stress group tactics with emphasis on battls
problens.,

Captain R. I. Finke, ACOS for Commnication,represented Vice Admiral
Zuwealt, Chief Kaval Advisory Group,at the ACTOV Communications school
graduation cerewny held at the U.3. Kaval Communications Station Cim
Ranh Bay on 20 Novesber. Along with a short address Captain Pinks presented
graduation certificates to the VIN officers who had successfully completed
the eight week dasic commnicaticns officer course and to the VNN enlisted

129 CORFIDERTIAL
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men who had satisfactorily completed an eight week enlisted comsunications .

- ~

operators curriculum and the eight week telstype repair course, N

. I

¢ -

At the end of the month, there were 1870 VRN personnel participating . ¢

: R

in craft maintenance training. This represents 35.0% of the projected i [

- L

need, There wers 128 VNN personnel undergoing supply training and a total

] of 28I, ViN have already been phased into various spaces in the VHN logistie 7]
E support organization. ;:j
- i
3 ¥
3 L
3 The first of 40 logistic installations was turned over to the -
] ] Vietnamese Kavy on 29 Novexber at the My Tho Naval Base, The turnever £
k- =, ;.
3 § of the Navy logistic support has been an irntegral part of the overall ACTOV : L
; program, At the end of the month construction was in progress at nine of ?&
2 3 the bases and at one of the ATSB's planned for turnover to the VK, ‘ iy
: 4 : w
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- 3 o
e [
? ’ ) - .
3 :;i

SON ' :
C ] . F
| SORFID :
3 :‘é . i :.
R .‘- P T N T I UL P .. .. -




- -
N R T R s ate
SN TN T ‘W’?W
= e e N L B o PSR OT I A i B Sad_Cob S AR
- T e N A T A S T T R N T R
A

A fan i,

~~~~~~

R RE2 s co ety ;e
TR CRCINS M -0y T
PR on e L M A

FAuTIRT 47
. - 30!3.

NAVAL SUPPOIT ACTIVITY SUMMARY

Detachments of the Naval Support Aciivity Saigon reported mmerous

enemy attacks during ths month of November. The Naval Support Activity

at My Tho received thrie rocket/mortar attacks during Kovember. There

were no casualties or damage reported. My Tho also reported two sight-

ings of enemy sapper swimmers. In each case the swimmer disappeared

when concussion grenades were used. NSA Dong Tam reported four rocket/
mortar attacks with no casualties and only minor damage to tuilding

T=1055 and to Basin Street., On 30 November ATSB Go Dau Ha experienced .
an explosion on its northern Ammi, It was belisved the result of a
possible sepper attack or flioating mine, One USN vas injured, and

tws, 60 Kv generators were damaged bsyond repair, One generator was

blown over the side and one resfer unit was damaged. The shalter roof

over the reefers was badly dunaged, The Arxi pontoon had one compert-
ment completely destroyed, while the main deck was buckled tratsversely

in three locations at approximately 20 feet apert,

Pebsonnel wora lost in separate ocassions vhen a Boston ¥haler
from Phouc Khanh enrouts wes swamped and overturned by a large wave
resulting in one ARVN ¥arrant Officer missing and presuned dead by
drowning. A VNN sailor was carried away by a swift current while working
on a PER zoorsd &t NSAD My Tho, The VAN sailor was missing and presumed
dead by drowning. The USS EZNEWAH (APB-35) reported one USH missing.
The man i bslieved to have fallen overboard, An extensive search

ovided no results,
The NAVSUPPACT Detachment Hy Tho, the first major U.S. Naval Support

132
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Activity in the Republic of Viet.;a;, was turned over to' the Vietnamese

Kavy in 2 ceremony on 29 November. CAPT W.L. Siple, COMNAVSUPPACT,

AR
LG Sy Lan wt LA S
“

A2 |

,
v
o
RCTVATIXT)

turned the tase over to CAPT Nguyen Van Lich, Commarder VNN logistics
" Support Command, in a ceremony at the base which is located 45 miles

. southwest of Saigon, My Tho will now become a Vietnamese Navy Logistical ’

LA IR -
Clalae s matdardain

. Support Base for units operating in the Operation Gams Warden region

wt .
Ty
H

on the My Tho and Mekong Rivers in the Mekong Delta.

TR

In a civic action project, Naval Support Activity Saigon Seabees
rebuilt a damaged Vietnamese home near Xha Be after it had received
: a direct hit from a 107mn rocket. i

N R bl

The r  nnel status as of 31 October (including NAVSUPPFAC Cam
4 Fahn Bay and all assigned craft) included 165 officers, 2975 enlisted
nen, and 998 civilians,

The Naval Support Activity Detachments of Saigon's craft accounted
for 9,476 short tons of surface cargo, 2413 measurement tons of ammue
nition, 716,025 gallons of water, and 213 passengers hauled during
3 - Eovexnber,

’ 3 Raval Support Activity Dstachmanta® craft assets wers deployed to
- ' various locations: The USS MARK (AKI~12), USS BRUIE (AKI~28), UFR~-89%0,
N YR-865. ths 100 foot utility bests, NOROCCO and MONDERO, and an availe
able ICM~8 provided routi: » resupply throughout the Mekong Delta, The
USS MONMOUTH COUNTY (LST-1032) relieved the USS LUZERNE COUNTY (LST=-
; - 02) as resupply IST on 22 November, The APL~30 is scheduled to join
API~25 and APL-27 as soon as berths are available, The AP1-R6 and APL-27

' | w CONFIGEATIAL
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provided additional berthing facilities in support of the ACTOV Program.
The USS KRISHNA (ARL~-38) departed RVN for RAV Yokosuka on 6 Kovember.
The YSS ASKARI (ARL-~30) returned from RAV on 4 November and presently
is at long Xuyen, The USS SPHINX {ARL-24) provided services for Giant
Slingshot, The USS SATYR (ARL~23) is off the west coast of tixe Repub-
lic of Vietnam in the vicinity of Song Ong Doc ¥hile the USS TUTUIIA

(ARG=4) :is repairing PCF's at An Thoi,

During the month of November, the detachments were engaged in the

fcllowing activities:

Ceam Rahn Bay: The ammi drydock is on site and construction of

the concrete block plant at NAF is underwsy.
An Tuols The ACTOV conztruction progran is underwsy by the
3rd Naval Construction Batallion,
The construction of a boat repair building is 50

percent complete, This includes construction of

- Cat Lo/Vung Tau:

security fence ard lighting around Vung Tau ammo
storage point and the repair of security fence
and lighting at the Navy Liaison Division,
Dong Tem: The water distribution is 99 percent camplete and
awaliting pump parts, The upgrads of ashore facile
ities for 19%.7 is underwsy and the upgrade of
Army facilities for VNN occupancy is also urderway,
Binh Thuy: The galley and a forty-msn BOQ is complete.
Saigon: The construction of a specisl warfare group building

at NAVFORV is 95 percent complete,

L ~ GORFIBEHTIAL

N - -~ - - -
. - ol I - a- . s -
e R N T T S T T § R
L IR R A AR K o e L N LN AN AT A T
R A . e s

PR PN

mIImRARL u el ISR Ry, vyt s w2 g

P TP N )

~’!.5 et ettty
LAAS B Bv Il
' E’ A

L I A

DA RIS T 1
. b
stk

- - oam «
A ]
s . .
* et
. s e N0 s

A,

y
¥

’

I I Y T
e
o gt l.

e
P




~
- .
Jas ™ -
al * . R A
AR :
shar -
Fhg
3 -
b

o R R e SR -
| N A AT T
nu'

> ‘«f-x-‘;:‘}:-_‘:'u: - Ll At o

P
TN eI

LT

T T TP M. Yol P8 L7 ey T
- - R e TV T T e e s

FS IR S L gt
- .,

n S - 1 -]
2F4iHAL - ]
b ‘ .‘b\
! ;
Go Dau Ha: The construction of a new galley Ammi is aweiting { 5
arrival of the Ammi, Base layout revamping is { ;
- i
2 . undervay, i .;
;:: Seafloat: The construction for operation Solid Anchor ss : ;
5 . 3 r
L : 5
17 urderway, and operation SEAFIOAT, & mobile support : .
Pee &7 ‘ .
S base anchored in the Cua Non River of the Ca Mau :
A a
K. - 3 peninsula is being moved ashors, ’
- Phu Cuong: The phase 2 construction is complete. E
3 Ha Tien: The ACTOV construction of helo pads is complete b
> o s
E-* and the construction of NOC is undemay. . £
- : i
I ! ]
. During the month of November, the USS TUTUIIA (ARG-4); NAVSUPPFAC P F
N 4 : 1 -
J 3 Cam Ranh Bay; NAVSUPPACT Detachments Qui Nhon; An Thoi; and Cat Io : ;
3
3 :
& all provided repair support to Task Force 115 (Market Time), The !
y .
; ] NAVSUZPACT Datachments Nha Be; Bin Thuy; and Ben Tue; PBER Mobile Base ! X
i .
| 1I; URBM~10, YREM=-20; YREBM-213 USS HARNETT COUNTY (I.ST-&!), and USS ;:
| CARRETT COUNTY (LST-786) all provided repair support to Tack Force 116
s (Game Warden), Task Force 194 was supported by the USS SATTR (ARL-23), :
1 s
3 . USS SPHINX (ARL-24) USS ASKARI (ARI~38), YRBM-17, and NSAD Dong Tam, i
E - ~
1 The overall effectiveness of the general supply operations of NSA ..
i ] Detachments in fulfilling their role of supplying the operational forces -
3 1 has been tabulated at 66 percent gross effectiveness and 77 percent net ::
- 3
k effectiveness. A total of 16,340 orders were issued and 1,115 back -
orders were released. A total of 24,806 operational demands were pro- .
cessed, ' :
S § :
3 y : :
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Support from the Army depot at long Binh during November was 52
percent as compared with 53 percent in October and 10 percent in Sep-

tember,

SR N S e O T

7

The training support of Vietnamese personnel for the month of

November was as follows:

location
An Thol
¥y Tho
}ha Be

Qui Bhon
Ben luec
Sa Dec
TREN-16
Binh Thuy

Cat Io
YRBM-20
Dong Tam

VKN PERS
52
49
39
20

21
3
48

11

136

TYPE TRAINING

PCF Crew
oJT/CM3
0JT/CMS
PER Crew
0JT/CMS
OJT/CHs
0JT/CHs
PER Crew
oIT/oMs
PER Crew
OJT/CMs
PER Crew
0JT/CMs
PCF Crew
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NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, DANANG : ' f
Cargo operations for the month of Novembe: wers severely hampered E ;
3 by adverse weather conditions throughout the I Corps Tactical Pores. ) . ;‘ jé
: Current rates of -retrograde cargs generation suggested a satisfactory ; ;
i export situation during December. As the I CIZ is currently receiving the . f
4 effects of the monsoon season, the conditions and their effect on cargo \ :"
~ . operations are unpredictable, CONUS shipping projections indicate ‘ :i_
3 substantially the same level of import activity in December as was experienced
during Novexter, The VN railroad spur through bridge ramp cargo facility ,
] has been cleared; however, the staging area near the spur line &t Phu Bai ; ;:
: was not completed, In view of this situation there will be a delay in i ;:
. cargo offering for the VANRS rail system. A summsry of port operations 5 ?’
i during November follows: §
g S gff-lna:/t 5 gackloadm s ;hmug_::putr : ':
] Danang 136,222 264,938 63,805 132,128 200,027 397,066 :
j Cm Lai 19,962 142,121 6,890 22,171 26,852 64,292 : 3
Dong Ha/Cua Viet 5,845 10,061 10,739  35M2 16,58 45,503 |
Hue/Tan My M,537  2B,U8 3,57 12,08 18,1l 35,5%
Sa Huynh 1,150 1,730 115 K13 1,265 2,143 2
i Oparstioms were halted for 14 days during November due to unfavorable ; w
weather, On 4 Hov@er the cargo barge 10 702 grouﬁded in the vicinity of -
buoy 1 at Tan ¥y after a towline to the tug DIAMOD BAY parted. Sialvage ' L
operstions have been unsuccessful due to weather amd other priority opera-~. . :
tions. An LGS-8 anmi UDT 12 Det ECHO was provided on 13 Novesder to subark
138 CORFIDENTIAL : |
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USHC and ARVN troops vicinity North Point Danang and transported them to

P TP HNE A S D

the Lien Chieu Esso Depat. On 27-28 Noveaber, the SS GOLUEN MOURTAIN
was taken in tow by the USS RECLATMER (ARS 42) answering a call for assistance,

The GOLDEN MOUNTAIN had expsrienced enginsering and fleoding casualties enroute
Danang. In addition to normal coastal operations the following YFU/LCU's
were committed to Keystone Cardinal Operations during the month:

Unit III 1-9 dov 21 YPU/ICU

Unit IV 15-30 Nov 29 YRU/LCY

During Novesber, LCM 8/6's conducted 195 harbor shuttles carrying
181 short tons of cargo and made axphibious beachings along the I CIZ coast
carrying 2,509 short tons. A significant increase in hull damags to LCU/
TFU craft has occurred in conjunction with Xeystons Cardinal operationms.
In one case, YFU-58 mll damage was such that the craft is no lenger suitable
for cargo operations until extensive repairs have been made, :

The comdbined gross effectivaness for supply demsrds rezzined the ssme
as during Cetober at Danmg &nd Chu Lai with 92 percent and a net offective-
nsss of 95 percent. The ovorall Class I supply situstion ressined good. '
Thers were 16 days of supply of A rations on hand and 9,102,036 C ration

meals on hamd and another 5,233,164 C ration meals due in.

Fucl is3ues in the I Corps Tactical Zone in Movember decreased from
the October rate of 1,578,000 gallors per day to 1,563,000 gallons per day.
Weathor has ceused Ssa Lozd Iines at Chm Lai and Ten My to de down mach of
the month, The Y(G-76 wes mined &t Cua Viet on 13 Novazber and was replaced
by Y0G-56 on 14 Kovesber,

b 08 B e avt s 4D e r e B el i cd @ o 34
.

w  SOEFIBENTIAL - -

-------
-, e et e T at ot  me v o e L .
.......... P e T .
-_:,. ............. LI N A R T T P R T P R s et N e e teramaea - - .
------- T e T e B T e T e e L T St S LT
e e e A T e e et P L
v T LT e PR A L S

e NN W YSIP S S AP A IR A S S, > b
— . Iy "y a 2 ol =




- C I YL AT R S e S S Il el didi e - -~ R S— — — -

R T T 0 <y TV VL LA s Y e o o NS et Kl o o

e A R . S T N T T R T R AT AT TR T AT PREARI A M e i © Sel ey ot St e TR g

F - A S I A RO R v g PR P R | b | iy S RN T N I R
- AL Lt it R oW AR

&g aEaton S0 et ey L ey Tyt
- AR e R R T N A T X A T L T I ey e T WP T g > ——
. - LT - d o e T e aTA T T AN L g A e I RSN ot s ]
. . ! RN g

s Al

- o .

-3l d, b ]
e, e - i -
3 v
X -]

7

The personnel status for the Naval Support Activity, Danang at the e

end of Novenber: ; {j
Aldowance Officer Enlisted ) I

KA 4% 9,002 ' S

© YR~T1 2 89 . :‘

Total 438 9,091

On board total: 432 9,731

There were seven officer and 115 enlisted personnel assigned to

Cosmander Naval Forces, Vietnam for various projects. There wers 859 persons

e e .,-3...,‘-‘.4' [

performing base security duties and 131 persons performing afloat security
during the month. Eighteen persons extended their tours during November

PO —
PR ey [PAS%

LAl )
VAT

bringing the total for 1969 to 1,130, The following numbers of personnel

v
.

were performing cargo handling duties during Noveaber: :

Tyt

T e
‘l " ‘l .l 'l‘l) l. ".l‘ '!'.1'4'4.u
F 1

L,

Hatch Teams 278
Ramp Teams 19
Checkers 152 Do

Admdin Support 173 Y

Fleet Air Support 42 .
Total 794 =

There were a total of 165,664 military personnel in the I CTZ during
November supported by the Naval Support Activity, Danang. . ‘
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The dredge DAVISON removed 145,677 cubic msters from the entrance ’
channel at Tan My and the dredge SANDCASTER dredged 28,508 cubic neters in
3 the Perfune River. At Cua Viet the dredge SWELLKASTER returned on station -
i ¢ F
; -
§ .
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12 November and removed 85,249 cubic meters from the entrance chamnel.
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The dredge SANDCASTER dredged 62,209 cubic meters at the upper and lower

- sy

crossings.

L™

Construction for Project MOOD, move cut of Danang, was 77 percent

IRl R

complete for Navy facilities and 35 percent complete for all military -
facilities, Lesase termination negotiations were completed for the White :::
Elephant and NSA Senicr Officers® quarters.

TETTRL

CBMU.301 assumed operations and production responsibility for mineral

products at Chu Lal to support the Southern I CTZ 1ine of communication

o Llirs i tadis s e mne s ¥
s tatngrats
U

Dt hactaan

requirecents. The Kaval Support Activity, Damang was tasked by COMNAVFORV ;
to act as the I CIZ coordinator in the construction of the Vietnaness Navy ;

IR TR

4 Dependent shelters at VNN bases throughout the I Corps. ;

TH o fet &1 g .
SRS ki D

A,

: }

3 E The Third Naval Construction Brigade commenced construction on the
Tleot logistic Certer retrograde facility at Red Beach which consists of
10,300 SF of maintemnce facilities, 4,200 SF of storage, 19,200 SY of

asphaltic concrete open storage, 8,000 SY of open storags, administratiom

P

LY
HA

spaces and utilit<es. A total of 2,437 facilities in 23 cantoments at the
Quang Tri/Dong Ha combat base were turned over to the U.S. Army and the

FRNY
. r
B 4

o

: . ARVN, The Amy rsceived 1,802 facilities with an initial cost of $7,208,000;

v

it
e

the ARVN recelved 635 facilities with an initial cost of $795,000. The

RSN

facilities involved buildings, runways, hospitals and utility systems, .r
] Operation Keystone Cardinal was completed on 20 Kovember. Due to ) ;'::
K . 5 AT
3 : weather associated with the northeast monsoon season, demage to lighterage il
1%
{

craft lsading ISD/IPD st sea off Cua Viet was extensive., A total of 28
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LCU/YFU suffered damage that precluded thelr: contim : '
axceas %
operation. Four craft sustained major daxage that will take in ? ?
of thirty days to correct. » g ‘
. o :
Thers were 1,458 patients admitted to the Danang station hospital . i !
. were i
x during November, including LT prisoners—of-war. of this total, 287 L |
3 and 193
battle casualties, 270 for major surgery, 121 for ainor surgery |
0 was !
j malaria admissions. The average daily patient census for November
? 399 with 347 beds occupied st month's end.
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THIRD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BRIGADE

Enemy activity was light during Novesber with only 12 incidents
reported and these were evenly distributed throughout the I Corps Tactical
Zone, The largest attack involved a convoy south of Danang which was hit
by a land mine and small amms fire. There were no casualties in any of

the attacks.

The 1969 Iine of Communication program continued om schedule through-

out the I Corps Tactical Zone. Route Ql-lgyom the Kim Kien dridgs to

Dong Ha to the Vandegrift combat base was turmed over to the Ministry of
Public Works. South of Damang on Route Q-1 from the Song Cxa Lau to the
intersection of routes Ql~1 and 535 an emergency xaintenance and upgrade
program was urdertaken to open the road ard keep it trafficable through the

monsoon season. Routine maintemance work continued on routes MI~13C, MI~12E,

ML-12W, ML-1C, ML-1D and through the Hai Van Pass.

Construction of aircraft shelters cortimued with 119 shelters under

construction, &4 shelters completed except for concrete covers and 46

shelt ers were completed. During November, 25 shelters in the approved

progran were relsased from hold status and 18 shelters were cancelled.

The Dong Ha electrical distritution system was completed on 15 Novem-
ber as scheduled. The Seabess of NICB-62 completed the construction of the
Dong Ha highway bridge ahead of schedule on 15 Novexber. The.Hno by-pass
ferry project which included two ferry landings with access roads, security
towers, fencing and lighting was 88 percent complete at month's end; how-
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ever, firal completion has been delayed by heavy rains and expected

beneficial occupancy date is now 15 December. All work under the Military

Construction project to rehabilitate the Plm Bat airfield, except for the
overlay of the parking apron, has been postponed to late January or Februsry
due to the high water table which exists during the monsoon season. Ton~
struction of the asphaltic concrete overlay of the parking apron is prsesding
and is now 37 percent complete; however, continuous rain is hampering progress

and no beneficial occupsncy date has been ectablished. Naval construction

Zorces completed two military class 30 timber bridges during Nevember on
secondary roads north of Hue. Materials were being shipped and staged for

construction of the two remaining new bridges.

In the Denang area work on the partial restoration of ASP-1 was usably

completed and occupied by the Fluet logistics Certer. Additional funds have

been established for the new work which is being delayed by weather conditions,

Construction of the Tactical Air Data Center in Danang for the First Marine

Alr Wing was cozpleted during the morth., The 200-bed hospital for the First

Madical Battalion which included & medical and dental complex and canten-

ment and support facilities was completed ard fully occupied. HNaval

Construction Porces coapleted the repair of dasage to the Naval Support

Activity, Danang warshouses caused by a rocket attack in early September. . -

The work was accomplished by RMCBfs 8 and 53 prior to their redeployment.
At the Marble ¥ountain Air Pacility the Ssabees of MHCB-121 contimed

work on the epsrational, adxinistration and support facilities to accommodate

the redeployment of two helicopter squadrons. The facilities have been

turned over on an incremental basis and the project is 68 percent completed

. EBRFIBENRTIAL
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with a scheduled completion date of 6 December. The Seabees of MMCB-7

completed the construction of a 6,000 SF hangar with 1,200 SF of storage

and office space for the 174th Aviation Compsny at Duc Pho.

During November, NMCB-1 contimied a heavy construction warkload in

S b 08 it S ads

the III and IV Corps Tactical Zone at seven locations with a total of

ETRIVN PN

253 men. Comstruction at the Vietnamese Navy base at An Thol contimued
and the project is currently 55 percent completed. Coustruction of the
Advanced Tactical Support Base at Hach Soi was completed during the month.
Work was comnenced at the ACTOV base at Ha Tien. At MNam Can, work was

temporarily suspended awaiting f111 to be provided by contract. Satisfactory
progreas continued on the VNN self-help/maintenance program.

Daring November, ICBts 11 and 53 completed their redsployments with-
: out reliefs as part of Operation Keystone Cardinal. On 22 November, NMCB-8
was relieved by NHCB-121 at Camp Haskins in Danang. MiCB-1 moved from
{ Camp Campbell in Phu Bai to Camp Haskins as part of the realignaent of

Naval Construction Forces in the I Corps Tactical Zone.

Bear Admiral Spencer R. Smith, CEC, USN, Commander Naval Construction

—a o by

« 'y
P
PR A

Battalions,U. S. Pacific Fleet, visited Naval Construction Forces in the
N I CTZ from 26 to 30 November and was briefed by the Commander Third Naval

| e e
’

Construction Brigade on current Seabee operations.

Kaval Construction Rrces have a funded backlog amounting to 23.6

weeks of horizontal work and 42 weeks of vertical work. The programmed
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During November, Seabee personnel were awarded four Bronze Stars,

of vertical work. These projections were based on the planned employment
23 Navy Commendation Medals, one Navy and Marine Corps Medal, 74 Navy
Achievements, one Purple Heart Medal and 310 Combat Action Awards.

87

of five Naval Construction Battalions.
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GLOSSARY OF ABBREVIATIONS

The following abbreviation and terms are comon’y used in the combat
zone by all agencies and aye listed here in amplification of those used

L e S T e R

in the text: .

ABF Attack by fire )

Amzi Pontoon A mlti-purpose barge, standard size ’
is twenty eight feet by ninety feet

ARVN Aruy of the Republic of Vietnsm

ASFB - Assault Support Patrol Boat

ATC Armored Troop Carrier

ATSB -Advance Tactical Sepport Base ;

AN Automatic Weapons ,

Black Pony/Bronco OV-10 Twin Engine Turboprop Counter- .
insurgency Aircraft

cCt Command and Commrication Boat ,

G Coastal Group (VIX)
Chinese Cosmunist
Civilian Irregular Defense Group~ mercen- ;
aries of Vietnswese, Laotian, Cambodian ) :
descent who fight primarily around their ?

own villages
Enemy commnicaticn routes or personnel

Civilian Reconnaissance Intelligence :
Platoon _

Tear Gas Grenades
Corps Tactical Zone
Coastal Zone

¥ohawk (W~10 Ai:"c:t!‘t.
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UNCEASSIFIED

D/s Direct support :

Dustoft Medical evacuation by helicopter i .
! -
ENIFP nemy initiated firefight : -

FsB Fire Support Base

. FYMAP - Free World Military Assistance Forces :_—
GDA Gun Damage hAssesment
GVN Govermment of Vietnam *
HeX Harassment and Interdiction Fire Su;;port. ;i
J58 Joint Generzl Staff ;‘:L:‘
KIA Killed in Action '
Kit Carson Scouts Former Viet Cong who have come over to ' ;"-

the side of the Saigon government and 3 e
serve with allied military uvnits i o
LAFT Light Attack Fire Team (0V-10's)
LW Light Anti-tank Weapon '
LCPL Landing Craft, Personnel, Large i_

o

5 LDNN Vietnamese equivalent of USN underwater
- demolition team

LHFT Light Helo Fire Team ' : .

N P
¥

i '1 LoH OH-6 Light Observation Helicopter

: LRRP iong Range Reconnaissanc; Patrol F

! MACY Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
3 MATSB . Mobile Advanced Tactical Support Base -

E ) MEDCAP Medical Civic Action Program

. MONITOR . Heavily armored LCM-6 (40Omn cannon or
105mm howitzer)
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3 MRB Fobile Riverine Base

3 . MSB Kinesweeper, Boat
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MsD Minesweeper, Drone N
MSFP Mobile Strike Force - mercenaries who
deploy and go anywhere .
NGFS ' Naval Gunfire Support L
NILO Naval Intelligence Liaison Officer :
NOD Night Observation Device . 2
NVA - North Vietnamese Army ::
PBR Patrol Boat, River L
PCP ‘ Patrol Craft, Fast (Swift Boat) 5
£
PG Patrol Gunboat ' £
PRU Provincial Reconnaissancc Unit . ‘
»
PSA” Provincial Sector Advisor ‘ L
PSYOPS Psychological Operstions 2
RAD River Asszult Division .
RAG River Assault Group (VNN) ‘
RAID River Assault and Interdiction Division y
RAS River Assault Squadron : i:-
: L.
RF/PF Regional Forces/Popular Forces ;;i
RIF Reconnaissance in Force ¥
RFG Rocket Propelled Grenade ‘
RSSZ Rung Sct Special Zone
SAR Search and Rescus 5.'
SEAWOLP UH~1B Helo, heavily amed, USN operated i
- SHADOW C-119 aircraft
SKIMMER 20' fiberglass rowboat
SLICK UH-1B helo
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Solid Anchor

Spooky
SsB
STAB

TAR

Toe Popper
USARV

WBGP

Zippo

TACAIR

RD Cadrs
RAV
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Transitim of Sea Float operatiams .
ashore . :
C-47 aircraft :
Swimmer support boat (skimmer) :

v e

SEAL Team Assault Boat

Tactical Area of Responsibility (also
referred to as A0)

Small explosive VC booby trap
United States Army, Vietnam
Vietnamese Marine Corps

Waterborne Guardpost (NWBGP - Night
Waterborne Guardpost)

Flame thrower equipped ATC or Manitor i

Body count

Tactical Ai.r_ Support
Revolutionary Development Cadre
Regular availability

Square feet

Square yards

Vietnamese railrcad spur




